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PIRELLI COMES TO THE GENEVA MOTOR SHOW WITH A NEW HOMOLOGATION 

RECORD: ONE PER DAY IN 2015 AND THE FIRST MONTHS OF 2016 
 

RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF PERFECT FIT TYRES MEANS THAT THERE ARE NOW 
AROUND 2200 PIRELLI FITMENTS ON THE LATEST GENERATION CARS 

 
AMONG THOSE ARE SOME OF THE STARS OF THE GENEVA SHOW: AUDI R8 

SPYDER, FERRARI GTC4 LUSSO, JAGUAR F-PACE, LAMBORGHINI CENTENARIO, 
MASERATI LEVANTE AND McLAREN 570S GT. 

 
THE DESIGNER OF PIRELLI’S PROTOTYPE TYRES WILL HAND CUT THE PATTERN  

OF THE NEW P ZERO, ON SALE IN APRIL, AT THE PIRELLI STAND 
 

 
Geneva, March 1, 2016. Pirelli has set a new record with one homologation per day, every 
day, throughout 2015 and now into 2016. With this unique calling card thanks to the 
perfect fit strategy, the Italian firm comes to the 86th Geneva Motor Show, equipping – as 
usual – the most prestigious and eagerly-anticipated models with bespoke tyres: from the 
Ferrari GTC4 Lusso to Lamborghini Centenario, not to mention the Pagani Huayra Bc, 
McLaren 570S GT and BMW 7 Series, as well as the Maserati Levante, Jaguar F-Pace 
and Audi R8 Spyder, plus the futuristic concept cars such as the latest creation from 
Giugiaro. The increase in the development of tailor-made tyres for specific vehicles – at 
the heart of the commercial and industrial perfect fit strategy – means that there have now 
been around 2200 Pirelli homologations in total on cars currently in circulation. This is an 
increase of 10% over last September, when Pirelli broke the 2000 barrier at the Frankfurt 
Motor Show. This trend has continued throughout the first two months of 2016, making 
Pirelli the technical partner of choice for the world’s leading car manufacturers when it 
comes to future vehicle development. 
 
THE PERFECT FIT STRATEGY: EACH CAR WITH ITS OWN TYRE 
 
The advanced performance and technical characteristics of today’s premium and prestige 
cars can no longer be sustained by identical tyres for every model. This is a trend that was 
quickly identified by Pirelli, which put the development of bespoke tyres at the core of its 
industrial and technical strategy, becoming the preferred partner of the automobile 
industry. 
 
The ingredients of Pirelli’s perfect fit strategy are dedicated technologies, processes and 
materials. By blending these elements together, in accordance with the needs that each 
manufacturer’s engineers identify right from the design phase, Pirelli is able to develop 
tyres that are tailor-made for each car. The tyres are still called P Zero, Cinturato or 
Scorpion, but behind each name are many individual variants, specifically created for the 



cars that they are fitted to. Depending on the manufacturer, there is a specific marking on 
the sidewall that denotes how these are bespoke tyres, made to measure by Pirelli.  
So it’s no coincidence that these tailor-made tyres hit a record number of homologations 
during 2015: 353 in total. That’s nearly one homologation per day: underlining the 
preference that car manufacturers, and therefore drivers, have for Pirelli tyres. 
 
The Geneva Motor Show also hosted the debut of Pirelli’s latest creation: the P Zero, the 
newest evolution of Pirelli’s flagship product, which first appeared 30 years ago. The new 
product will be launched internationally next month. In the meantime, it has made its first 
public appearance equipping the most powerful supercars at the Motor Show, and it is also 
featured on Pirelli’s stand, where a tyre designer will hand cut the unique tread pattern that 
is its hallmark. 
 
PIRELLI: MASERATI’S EXCLUSIVE PARTNER 
Maserati’s first SUV, Levante, is among the most eagerly anticipated newcomers at the 
2016 Geneva Motor Show. It is based on the Quattroporte and Ghibli saloon platform, with 
which it shares its engines, coupled to a four-wheel drive system with an eight-speed 
automatic gearbox. 
 
As is the case with every Maserati to leave the factory, Pirelli is the exclusive supplier for 
this latest model. In particular, Pirelli has developed new P Zero compounds, profiles and 
structures for Maserati’s very first luxury crossover, which delivers both added enjoyment 
and optimal handling to the Levante. 
 
FERRARI GTC4 LUSSO: FOUR WHEEL STEERING AND FOUR NEW P ZEROS 
Ferrari will showcase its latest design in Geneva: the GTC4 Lusso. And you don’t change 
a winning product; simply improve it. For this reason, the Prancing Horse has once more 
chosen bespoke P Zero tyres as original equipment for the heir to the FF. 
This acclaimed model combined comfort and performance, and these were the two 
characteristics that Ferrari’s engineers asked Pirelli to maintain for the new car. Not 
content with that, Pirelli added an extra bonus by reducing the rolling resistance on the P 
Zero tyres for the GTC4 Lusso by a full 15%. This objective was achieved by controlling 
the deformation of the tyre at the moment when it makes contact with the road and by 
optimising the contact patch. As the new Ferrari has four-wheel steering, guaranteeing the 
correct contact patch is as crucial on the rear wheels as it is on the front. 
 
THE SPORTING CHARACTER OF THE P ZERO MEETS THE LIGHTNESS OF THE 
JAGUAR F-PACE 
Jaguar is bringing its first SUV to Geneva: the F-Pace, which is characterised by lightness, 
with a body that is 80% aluminium. With both diesel and petrol engines, peaking at 380 
horsepower, the new Jaguar mixes the performance and dynamism of a sports car with 
the comfort and practicality of a modern SUV. 
 
Jaguar had a number of priorities for the F-Pace tyres, some of them seemingly 
contradictory: high levels of comfort and low rolling resistance, with a sporty drive at the 
forefront as well. These demands were all satisfied by working on the individual tyre 
profiles and geometries for the F-Pace, and using latest-generation materials and 
compounds. Pirelli is the exclusive original equipment supplier for the 22-inch tyre size on 
the new Jaguar. 
 
 



LAMBORGHINI AND PIRELLI CELEBRATE ANOTHER ANNIVERSARY 
In 2013, Pirelli opened the doors of its Milan headquarters to celebrate the 50th birthday of 
Lamborghini and the historic partnership that links the two companies. 
 
In 2016, the Italian supercar manufacturer marks another milestone: the 100-year 
anniversary of company founder Ferruccio Lamborghini’s birth. The firm’s most recent 
model, the Lamborghini Centenario, is dedicated to him: naturally wearing made-to-
measure P Zero tyres. These tyres have been designed to cope with an increase in power 
compared to the Huracan and Gallardo, providing superior handling and acceleration 
performance. 
 
In order to achieve this, Pirelli’s engineers concentrated on some key areas of 
development: the bead profile (which allowed a faster and more direct steering response), 
tread pattern design (improving the contact patch) and new hybrid reinforcement materials 
(which help the compound to warm up more effectively). 
 
P ZERO CORSA AND THE PAGANI HUAYRA BC: JUST LIKE FORMULA 1 

Like all Pagani models, the Huayra BC will be exclusively equipped with Pirelli tyres. 
Specifically, the car will run on P Zero Corsa in 255/30ZR20 and 355/25ZR21 sizes, 
guaranteeing the new hypercar from Modena high levels of safety in all usage conditions. 

The latest P Zero Corsa has a more aggressive-looking asymmetric tread pattern, with 
three longitudinal grooves reminiscent of the Formula 1 slick tyres from a few years ago. 

Another link with Formula 1 exists in the tyre’s geometry and the structure of the bead, 
which has been designed to absorb the intense stress and flexing generated by a car that 
puts out more than 1000 horsepower. 

Pirelli’s engineers have created a bespoke product for the Huayra BC that uses new 
polymers of high molecular weight, improving grip. New mixing systems also mean that the 
distribution of materials is optimised. Finally, a new structure has reduced the weight of the 
tyre by around 3%. 

PIRELLI HELPS TO HUSH UP THE MCLAREN 570S GT 

The technological partnership between Pirelli and McLaren has taken another step 
forward. 

The new 570S GT will be exclusively equipped with P Zero and P Zero Corsa tyres, which 
have been specially developed by Pirelli’s engineers in sizes of 225/35R19 for the front 
and 285/35R20 for the rear. 

The unique characteristic of this tyre is the innovative PNCS (Pirelli Noise Cancelling 
System): a new technology patented by Pirelli that reduces road noise from the grooves 
within the tyre. This noise is caused by the vibrations from the air being compressed by the 
tyre as it makes contact with the road, which travels from the tyre to the hub and 
eventually to the car’s interior via the suspension and steering. 

Pirelli’s unique system incorporates a polyurethane sponge within the tyre that absorbs 
these vibrations and reduces their transmission into the cabin. The Pirelli Noise Cancelling 
System permits a reduction in cabin noise of two to three decibels, approximately halving 
the amount the amount of noise, and greatly enhancing driving comfort. 

The tyres that Pirelli has developed for McLaren use the latest construction technologies, 



both when it comes to materials and processes. These tyres, marked MC1 on the 
sidewalls, are made in Pirelli’s state-of-the-art Next Mirs facility, the most advanced 
robotised tyre production line in the world. 

 
PIRELLI REDUCES THE WEIGHT OF TYRES FOR THE AUDI R8 SPYDER  
Among the many surprises of the Geneva Motor Show is the open-topped version of the 
Audi R8. The Ingolstadt-based firm has chosen bespoke P Zero tyres to equip the 
convertible version of its supercar. 
 
The new Audi R8 Spyder will be around 50 kilograms lighter than its coupe equivalent. In 
order to complement the weight loss on the car, Pirelli’s engineers were asked to put its 
tyres on a diet as well. The challenge was accepted, and then fulfilled. The new bespoke 
tyres for the Audi R8 are around 10% lighter than their predecessors. This reduction in 
weight has been achieved thanks to a reduction in suspended masses, which also means 
lower rolling resistance and therefore diminished fuel consumption. 
 
 
BMW 7 SERIES: LIVING UP TO THE PROFILE 
One of the undisputed stars of the show is the latest BMW 7 Series, which is in the running 
for 2016 Car of The Year. The luxury German saloon wears run-flat P Zero tyres that have 
been specially designed for this high-tech model. Pirelli’s engineers were asked to focus 
on two aspects during the design process: wet braking and mileage.  
 
In order to maximise these two elements, Pirelli’s researchers worked principally on the 
profile of the tyre. In particular the profile on the tread side became flatter, which ensured 
more consistent wear. This leads to a longer tyre life and more money saved for the 
motorist. 
 
The increase in the number of grooves on the one side, with a corresponding increase in 
the width and depth of channels on the other has helped to guard against ‘lateral 
aquaplaning’ and increased the water dispersal capacity by 10%. All this translates to safe 
and stable wet braking. 
 
THE FUTURE IS ALREADY HERE: PIRELLI EQUIPS ITALDESIGN GTZERO PROJECT 
And now from the cars of the present future to the more outlandish and spectacular 
models of the future to come. Pirelli has equipped the Italdesign concept car that is making 
its world debut at Geneva, the GTZero. It’s a modern interpretation of the classic Gran 
Turismo concept, with the GTZero boasting four-wheel steering, a carbon-fibre chassis 
and zero CO2 emissions (hence the name GTZero). With a name like this, the Italdesign 
concept car could only use a PZero: the PZero Nero on this occasion, in 295/25 R22 size 
at the front and 315/25 R23 size at the back.  
 

All press releases and photos are available on the following link: 

https://connect.pirelli.com 

User: motorshow16 
Password: Motorshow2016! 
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