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Press invitation

Launch of the Global Burden of Foodborne Diseases estimates

WHO European Office invites you to the UN City in Copenhagen on Thursday, 3 December 2015, 13:00-
14:30 (entrance between 12:00-12:45)

to the launch of the first ever estimates of the global burden of foodborne diseases focusing on the
European Region.

Experts from the Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology Reference Group (FERG), European
Commission, European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), the Danish Consumer Council and World
Health Organization will discuss new data on illnesses and deaths caused by food.

Foodborne diseases can be short-term, causing symptoms such as nausea, vomiting and diarrhea —
commonly referred to as food poisoning — or longer-term, causing illnesses such as cancer, kidney or
liver failure, and brain disorders. Foodborne disease can also cause death. Foodborne diseases may be
more serious in children, pregnant women, the elderly, or those with weakened immune system. Children
who survive some of the more serious foodborne diseases may suffer from delayed physical and mental
development, impacting their quality of life permanently.

Panelists:

Dr Claudia Stein, Director, Information, Evidence, Research & Innovation Division, WHO/Europe
Dr Hilde Kruse, Programme Manager Food Safety, WHO/Europe

Dr Marta Hugas, Head of Biological Hazards and Contaminants Unit, EFSA

Dr Klaus Kostenzer, Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety, European Commission

Dr Tine Hald, FERG expert and Senior researcher, National Food Institute, Danish Technical
University

e Ms Camilla Udsen, Senior Food Adviser, Danish Consumer Council

To join us at the UN City in Copenhagen, please register by sending an email to
GTT@euro.who.int
To have access to UN City, journalists will be requested to present a photo ID at the UN City

Security desk.

Also, let us know if:

e you would like to receive the information about the report as it is released
e you want to discuss interviews and background information

Press contact:

Faith Vorting

Communications Officer, WHO Regional Office for Europe
UN City, Marmorvej 51, 2100 Copenhagen &, Denmark
Tel.: +45 45 33 67 42; E-mail: EKI@euro.who.int
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