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Press release

SSC Space and Firefly Aerospace Meet Next
Critical Milestone for Orbital Launch from Esrange
Space Center

Stockholm, June 30, 2026

With key infrastructure and agreements in place, the companies progress pad
construction at Launch Complex 3C for Firefly’s Alpha rocket.

SSC Space and Firefly Aerospace (Nasdaq: FLY) celebrate the completion of critical
milestones, including building initial infrastructure, establishing transatlantic regulatory
frameworks, and securing an agreement with the Swedish Defense Materiel Administration.
The companies are now taking the next step towards orbital launch from SSC Space’s
Esrange Space Center and undergoing final construction of the pad at Launch Complex 3C
with the first launch targeted for 2028.

Key infrastructure development to date includes completing the launch control center, payload
processing facility, launch vehicle integration building, tracking and control systems, and security
and storage facilities at Launch Complex 3C. Built to support Firefly’s Alpha rocket, the orbital
launch complex will expand critical access to space from mainland Europe.

"Today we’re celebrating the realization of critical transatlantic partnerships that are enabling
Firefly’s global launch expansion strategy, starting in Sweden,” said Jason Kim, CEO of Firefly
Aerospace. “We’re proud to partner with SSC Space and work collaboratively with U.S. and
Swedish agencies to provide European customers with a dedicated orbital launch capability using
our flight-proven Alpha rocket. Our ‘launch as a franchise’ model provides our nation and allies with
the launch site diversification required for resilient, responsive space missions.”

A Memorandum of Cooperation between the Swedish National Space Agency and the U.S. Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) was recently signed in April 2026. This landmark agreement
streamlines the launch licensing process and establishes a shared understanding of commercial
space regulations, enabling the launch of American rockets like Alpha from Sweden.

This regulatory milestone builds upon the Technology Safeguards Agreement (TSA) signed

between Sweden and the United States, making Sweden only the sixth country to enter into such
agreement with the U.S. The TSA provides the essential legal framework for exporting advanced
U.S. space technology to Sweden while ensuring the protection of sensitive technology and data.

“Adding an orbital launch capability to mainland Europe will strengthen the continent’s capabilities
and competitiveness in the commercial space arena, while contributing to greater resilience and
strategic autonomy within the defense domain,” said Charlotta Sund, CEO and Group President of
SSC Space. “Together with Firefly, we expand the transatlantic link which is so crucial to advancing
our shared space capabilities.”

From a customer standpoint, SSC Space recently signed a SEK 209 million agreement with the
Swedish Defense Materiel Administration (FMV) to provide the Swedish Armed Forces the ability to
launch their own satellites into orbit from Esrange Space Center with Firefly’s rocket Alpha.

Owned and operated by SSC Space, Esrange Space Center is located approximately 200
kilometers north of the Arctic Circle. Launch Complex 3C is part of the newly established
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/faa_space41-activity-7450633059617513472-5FBU?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAohEf0BTunxE6Nq3MY1CTx-vKKy0xysbUk
https://fireflyspace.com/news/ssc-and-firefly-progress-towards-orbital-launch-from-esrange-following-tsa-signing-between-sweden-and-the-u-s/
https://sscspace.com/news/agreement-with-fmv-on-satellite-launch-capability/

Spaceport at Esrange that supports Firefly's Alpha rocket, a two-stage responsive launch vehicle
capable of delivering 1,000 kg to low Earth orbit. Esrange’s high-latitude location makes it ideal for
reaching sun-synchronous and polar orbits in high demand for national security and commercial
missions.
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About SSC Space

SSC Space (formerly Swedish Space Corporation) is a leading global provider of advanced space services, with more than
50 years of experience. We help space organizations, research institutes, commercial and institutional actors from all over the
world to get access to space. With local presence on all continents and about 750 committed employees, we offer specialist
expertise in satellite communications and satellite control services, spacecraft operations, rocket and balloon systems, launch
services and flight test services, as well as engineering, operations and consultancy services for space missions. We enable
successful space projects within Earth observation, telecommunications, security, meteorology, navigation and positioning,
scientific research and other applications. Among our strongest assets are Esrange Space Center in northern Sweden, set
out to be a leading provider of satellite launch services from mainland Europe, as well as one of the world’s largest commercial
ground station networks for satellite communications. For more information, visit www.sscspace.com.

About Firefly Aerospace

Firefly Aerospace is a space and defense technology company on a mission to reliably and repeatedly launch, land, and
operate space systems from Earth to the Moon and beyond. As the partner of choice for responsive space missions, Firefly is
the first commercial company to launch a satellite to orbit with approximately 24-hour notice and the first to achieve a
successful landing on the Moon. Established in 2017, Firefly’s engineering, manufacturing, and test facilities are co-located in
central Texas to enable rapid innovation and vertical integration for the company’s small- to medium-lift launch vehicles, lunar
landers, and orbital vehicles. For more information, visit www.fireflyspace.com.

sscspace.com


https://sscspace.canto.global/b/LQ0SP
mailto:press@fireflyspace.com
mailto:philip.ohlsson@sscspace.com
http://www.sscspace.com/
http://www.fireflyspace.com/

