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Student from École Nationale Supérieure Louis 

Lumière, France, wins Student Focus Competition at 
the Sony World Photography Awards 2011 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Louis Boulet from École Nationale Supérieure Louis Lumière, France, is today, 
Wednesday 27 April, announced as the winner of the Student Focus Competition for 
the Sony World Photography Awards 2011. 
 
From over 200 institutions initially selected to compete, 10 students were shortlisted 
across six continents to take part in the final stage of the competition.  École 
Nationale Supérieure Louis Lumière and Louis Boulet was announced as the eventual 
winner at the prestigious Sony World Photography Awards ceremony in London’s 
Leicester Square Odeon and the school was awarded approximately 45,000 Euros’ 
worth of Sony digital imaging equipment.   
 
The students had a month prior to the awards to complete the final challenge.  The 
theme of the brief was, ‘Actions speak louder than words’, and students were asked 
to produce a series of images on the subject of actions and movement using Sony's 
SLT-A55 cameras.  
  
Commenting on his images, Louis comments: 
 
‘Today we’re in a hurly burly society where the link between action and words is more 
problematic than ever.  Can we act without thinking?  Should we always think before 
acting?  At the risk of undertaking nothing?  Are actions louder than words?  This 
series of pictures illustrates this imperceptible shift from banality to fascism.  However, 
the solution – if it exists – is not in endless debates; it starts by observing and analysing 
reality in a movement that is neither word nor action and yet some of both, that is to 
say: photography.’ 
 



The series of winning images of (image name) by Louis Boulet, École Nationale 
Supérieure Louis Lumière are: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

   
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louis Boulet and the other nine shortlisted photographers are all taking part in the 
World Photography Festival at Somerset House, London.  Students will receive 
lectures, talks and masterclasses led by industry figureheads and Academy members. 
Their winning and shortlisted images will also be exhibited as part of the World 
Photography Festival London. 
 
Student Focus has established itself as the world’s most high-profile student 
photography award and is open to universities worldwide that hold a photography 
programme.  The 2011 competition attracted entries from over 200 institutions across 
six continents, increased from 120 in 2010 and grown from just ten European 
universities in 2007, its inaugural year. 

Created in partnership with the Young Tate Online, Tate’s digital programme for 
young creatives, this year’s student competition brief was based on the critically 
acclaimed photographic exhibition EXPOSED at Tate Modern, London. The 2010 
Student Focus partnership project represents Tate’s aim to reach beyond the walls of 
the Tate galleries, working across platforms to engage audiences in new and 
innovative ways. Students were asked to submit images drawn on themes explored 
within the exhibition, resulting in a highly impressive shortlist.   

The shortlist was selected by a prestigious judging panel from the photographic 
community including:  Deborah Willis – Chair and Professor of Photography and 



Imaging at Tisch School of the Arts, New York University; Eder Chiodetto, Curator of  
Photography at the Museum of Modern Art of Sao Paulo; Roger Tooth, Head of 
Photography of The Guardian, The Observer and guardian.co.uk; Simon Norfolk, 
winner of the Foreign Press Club of America Award and Le Prix Dialogue at Les 
Rencontres d’Arles and Shizuka Yokomizo, photographer known for her portrait series 
Strangers and exhibited worldwide. 
 
Deborah Willis, judge, comments:  
 
"This is some of most exciting student works that have come to my attention in a while; 
it is innovative, fresh, and representative of current trends in cutting edge 
contemporary photography.  The images present metaphors to the notion “action 
speaks louder than words” as it creates an interior state of being and the 
photographers' sensitivity to observe the power to ‘act’ or ‘enact’.  The expressions of 
the subjects responding to the photographers’ lens create tension and anticipation 
as the viewer imagines the moment which collapses time with action." 
 
Ania Wadsworth, World Photography Organisation Student Focus Award Coordinator 
comments: 
  
"We are delighted the École Nationale Supérieure Louis Lumière has won the 2011 
Student Focus competition! It is most inspiring to see the entrants' photography 
becoming more and more impressive with each Student Focus competition. We 
congratulate the students and encourage them to keep striving for excellence!” 
 
Tatsuya Akashi, Vice President of Digital Imaging at Sony Europe, comments: 
 
“It's very rewarding to see the high quality of work produced by the student entrants 
and we're proud to be able to support their passion for photography." 
 
 
Key Dates 
 
World Photography Festival London 
Tuesday 26 April – Sunday 1 May 2011 
 
Exhibitions 
Tuesday 26 April – Sunday 22 May 2011  

 
 

For further information contact: 
Kiri Gillespie / Jill Cotton 

Colman Getty 
Tel: + 44 (0) 20 7631 2666 

kiri@colmangetty.co.uk/jill@colmangetty.co.uk  
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
• Ania Wadsworth, World Photography Organisation Student Focus Award 

Coordinator and Student Focus judges are available for interview through 
Colman Getty 
 

• Student Focus images are available to download via the press area of 
www.worldphoto.org.  Use of images must comply with terms and conditions. 
Password details are available from Colman Getty 

 
• The ten shortlisted institutions were:  

Europe 
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Finland, Novia University of Applied Sciences, Linda Varoma 
France, École Nationale Supérieure de la Photographie, Juliette Martin 
France, Ecole Nationale Superieure Louis Lumiere, Louis Boulet  
Russia, St Petersburg State University of Film and TV, Nadya Gorodetskaya 
UK, London College of Fashion, Nicol Vizioli   
Oceania 
Australia, RMIT University, Rory Gardiner     

 North America  
New York, Tisch School of Art, New York University, Jonno Rattman 
South America  
Argentina, Motivarte, Escuela de Fotografía, Juan Troncoso   

 Asia   
Bangladesh, Pathshala South Asian Media Academy, Tushikur Rahman 
Africa/Middle East  
South Africa, Tshwane University of Technology, Frank Marshall  

  
• A full list of the 200 institutions who entered the 2011 Student Focus competition is 

available via Colman Getty 
 
• Created by the World Photography Organisation, the World Photography Awards, 

sponsored by Sony, launched in 2007.  The World Photography Organisation 
supports professional, amateur and student photography, lending a global 
platform for the photographic industry to communicate, converge and showcase 
current trends in Photojournalism, Fine Art and Commercial photography.   
Delivering various initiatives and programmes across this global community under 
the “World Photography” brand, these programmes involve the photographer in 
commercial, cultural and educational activities within the many industry sectors, 
whilst also creating cultural activities for the public to participate in.  Also currently 
included within the World Photography portfolio are the World Photography 
Student Focus Competition; the World Photography Festival, the World 
Photography Focus Programme and the World Photography Collection. 

• The WPO website - www.worldphoto.org features an online gallery and news 
section. It also includes comprehensive information about the awards, the 
categories, a current list of World Photographic Academy members and key 
dates. 

 
• About Sony: 

 
Sony is a leading global innovator of audio, video, communications and 
information technology products for both the consumer and professional markets. 
Sony is renowned for its audio-visual products, such as the BRAVIA™ LCD high-
definition television, Cyber-shot™ digital camera, Handycam® camcorder, “α” 
(pronounced Alpha) digital SLR camera, and Walkman® MP3 player as well as its 
VAIO™ personal computers and high-definition (HD) professional broadcast 
equipment, highlighted by the XDCAM® HD. Offering a complete end-to-end HD 
value chain and with its electronics, music, pictures, game and online businesses, 
Sony is one of the world’s leading digital entertainment brands, employing 
approximately 170,000 people worldwide. 

 
Through its long-term football partnerships as an official sponsor of the UEFA 
Champions League until 2012, Official FIFA Partner until 2014 and global sponsor 
of the FIFA World Cup™ in 2010 and 2014, Sony is inspiring a sense of excitement 
for the millions of football fans around the world. 

 
For more information on Sony Europe, please visit http://www.sony-europe.com 
and http://www.sony-europe.com/presscenter 
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“Sony”, “WALKMAN”, “VAIO”, “Cyber-shot”, “Handycam”, “α”, “BRAVIA” and 
“XDCAM” are registered trademarks or trademarks of Sony Corporation. All other 
trademarks or registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.  

 
 

• About Young Tate Online and Tate Media: 
 
Tate Media aims to attract new audiences by providing innovative ways to 
engage with Tate. Tate Media operates across different platforms including 
online, social media and continues to work closely with various partners to create 
new opportunities to engage. Tate Online is a key part of this development and is 
widely recognised as among the best museum websites in the world.  
  
Young Tate Online is aimed at younger audiences and represents a progression 
towards Tate’s key remit of connecting the younger generation. Young Tate 
Online continues to form innovative partnerships to engage a global audience of 
young people. The Exposed Student Focus photography programme and online 
competition marks a new and exciting collaboration between Young Tate Online 
and Sony World Photography Awards. 

 

 


