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Summary 
 

MICHELIN City Grip 
Maintains control of the scooter, even on rain-slick roads 

 
In an unprecedented achievement, the new MICHELIN City Grip has been certified 
for use by virtually all scooters sold in Europe even though it has just recently been 
brought to market. Piaggio, the Italian manufacturer with the world’s largest range of 
scooters – and even three-wheel vehicles – has approved the new Michelin tire for all 
its models 125cc and larger. The same is true for Peugeot, which has certified the 
MICHELIN City Grip for its 125cc to 500cc models, as have Yamaha and Malaguti. 
 
This unanimous approval on the part of scooter manufacturers stems from one 
simple reason: the new MICHELIN City Grip alleviates the main concern of scooter 
drivers, which is the fear of losing grip on wet surfaces. The new MICHELIN City Grip 
is the first tire that reduces the risk of skidding by ensuring maximum grip, even in 
adverse driving conditions. In addition to its superior safety performance, the tire 
delivers long mileage, and therefore cost-savings for scooter owners. 
 
The MICHELIN City Grip illustrates the priority focus of the Group’s research and 
development teams, which is never to sacrifice one performance feature for another. 
Improvements in one area are always accompanied by improvements in other areas 
as well, which is a prerequisite to making any real progress. 
 
Scooters of all sizes have proven themselves the most effective city solution for 
getting to work or to appointments quickly and on time, regardless of traffic 
conditions. As such, they are increasingly popular throughout Europe, where users 
not only recognize the scooter’s advantages but also its risks. 
 
Paving stones, metal manhole covers, tramway rails and other road-surface 
irregularities can reduce tire grip. Naturally, the risk of skidding is a major concern for 
scooter drivers, especially in cold or rainy weather.  
 
To enable drivers to take full advantage of two-wheel travel in all conditions, Michelin 
has designed the first scooter tire that integrates MICHELIN Progressive Sipe 
Technology (PST).  
 
The MICHELIN City Grip features an innovative progressive tread pattern that 
enables the tire to deliver superior grip and tread life, thereby ensuring both safety 
and cost-savings. 
 

1. Maximum grip on all surfaces 
 
The name itself says for whom the tire is intended. The MICHELIN City Grip provides 
exceptional grip for users of 125cc or larger scooters who ride city streets with varied 
surfaces and coverings. 
 
According to a 2006 segmentation study, 81% of scooter drivers use their vehicles 
every day. Familiar with the precarious road-grip conditions often encountered on city 
streets, these riders face many hazards, including manhole covers, slick paving 
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stones, tramways rails on urban periphery expressways, and patches of oil or dirt. 
The situation is complicated by rain, which may further restrict scooter mobility. 
 
The new MICHELIN City Grip was developed for just that reason – to assure or 
reassure drivers by delivering unparalleled vehicle control and safety performance. 
 
The MICHELIN City Grip integrates cutting-edge solutions developed at the Group’s 
Technology Center.  
 
 

2. Innovative MICHELIN Progressive Sipe Technology improves safety 
 
The MICHELIN City Grip is the tire maker’s first scooter tire that integrates 
MICHELIN Progressive Sipe Technology (PST). This innovative features increases 
grip on slippery surfaces thanks to sipes in the tread that break up the film of water. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
� In addition, the use of full-depth sipes ensures maximum grip until the tire is 

fully worn (see above right). 
 
� Moreover, the number of sipes in contact with the ground gradually increases 

when cornering, ensuring optimal safety. The void ratio in the MICHELIN City 
Grip tread varies from 0% on the crown, where the surface is virtually smooth, 
to 30% on the shoulders.  

 
� In normal conditions of use, this tread pattern creates a contact patch with a 

void ratio of around 15% when driving in a straight line and 30% when 
cornering (see diagram below). 

 
The number of sipes in contact with the road therefore gradually increases as 
the tire leans into each turn. 
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Straight-line driving 
Priority: tread life and grip 

when braking on dry surfaces 
 

       

Cornering 
Priority: grip on wet 

and slippery surfaces 
 

     
 

 
 
As a result, the tire provides an optimal balance between grip and mileage. As soon 
as the scooter begins to lean, especially on wet roads, the sipes cling to the asphalt 
like claws. In straight-line driving on dry surfaces, the smooth crown puts more 
rubber on the road, thereby extending tread life and improving braking. 
 
 

 
3. Longer lasting, thanks to an innovative tread design 

 
The depth of the MICHELIN City Grip tread varies so as to ensure even wear. The 
tire is thickest on the crown, which is the part of the tread most often in contact with 
the road. 
 
In this way, tread life is extended and consistent performance is guaranteed until the 
tire is completely worn. 
 

15% void ratio 30% void ratio 
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4. Available sizes 

 
In addition to already being certified by a large number of scooter manufacturers, the 
new MICHELIN City Grip is available in 25 sizes so that it can be fitted on most 
125cc and larger scooters in the market. 
 

FRONT REAR 

100/80-16 50P 

110/70-16 52P 

110/70-16 52S 

110/80-16 55S 

110/90-12 64P 

110/90-13 56P 

120/70-12 51S 

120/70-12 51P 

120/70-14 55S 

120/70-14 55P 

120/70-15 56S 

120/70-15 56P 

120/80-16 60P 

130/70-12 56P 

130/70-12 62P REINFORCED 

130/70-13 63P REINFORCED 

130/70-16 61P 

140/60-13 63P REINFORCED 

140/60-14 64S REINFORCED 

140/60-14 64P REINFORCED 

140/70-14 68S REINFORCED 

140/70-16 65P 

140/70-16 65S 

150/70-14 66P 

150/70-14 66S 

 
 


