
Oscar J. Martínez (Arizonan yliopisto, USA) is Regents’ Professor of History at the University of 
Arizona. He is a founder and former president of the Association of Borderlands Studies (ABS) and 
the founder of the Journal of Borderlands Studies (JBS). He has served on the Board of the JBS and 
on sundry committees of the association.  In 2013 he received the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the ABS. Martinez has authored and edited several books, articles and book chapters on borderlands 
topics that include “Border Boom Town: Ciudad Juárez since 1848” (1978), “Fragments of the 
Mexican Revolution” (1983), “Across Boundaries: Transborder Interaction in Comparative 
Perspective” (1986), “Troublesome Border” (1988 and 2006), “Border People: Life and Society in the 
U.S.-Mexico Borderlands” (1994), and “Mexican Origin People in the United States” (2001).  He is 
currently working on two book manuscripts, “Mexico’s Uphill Journey: The Roots of Uneven 
Dependence and Inequality”, and “Rich Lands, Poor Lands:  Why Some Nations Are Rich and Others 
Poor,”  
 

Anne-Laure Amilhat Szary (UJF-Grenoble -yliopisto, Ranska) is well-known French political 
geographer. After having spent many years analyzing the border dynamics in Latin America and in 
Europe Prof. Amilhat Szary’s latest research concerns the interrelations between art and culture in 
contested places, analyzed through various projects on artists’ interventions on borders. Her notion 
of "mobile border" is very used in contemporary border research. Prof. Amilhat Szary is Professor at 
Université Joseph Fourier (UJF) and researcher at PACTE Research Unit. She is Head of the Editorial 
board of the Revue de Géographie Alpine / Journal of Alpine Research and member of the boards of 
Geopolitics, Journal of Borderland Studies, L’Espace Politique, Si Somos Americanos (Chile). Her work 
has been recognized through her nomination at the renowned Institut Universitaire de France (2011-
2015).  
 

Anssi Paasi (Oulun yliopisto) on toiminut maantieteen professorina Oulun yliopistossa vuodesta 
1990 lähtien. Vuosina 2008–2012 Paasi toimi akatemiaprofessorina. Paasin tieteellisen kiinnostuksen 
kohteina ovat etenkin maantieteen teoreettiset ja metodologiset ongelmat, uusi aluemaantiede ja 
poliittinen maantiede. Tutkimustyössään Paasi on keskittynyt muun muassa Suomen ja sen alueiden 
sosiaaliseen rakentumiseen ja identiteettiin, alueen teoriaan ja alueen muuttuviin merkityksiin, 
territorioihin ja rajoihin poliittisessa maantieteessä, globalisaatio-retoriikkaan ja geopoliittiseen 
mielikuvitukseen sekä alueiden Eurooppaan ja aluesuunnitteluun. Tällä hetkellä professori Paasi 
toimii Suomen Akatemian “Relational and Territorial Politics of Bordering, Identities, and 
Transnationalization (Relate)” -huippuyksikön johtajana. 
 

James W. Scott (Itä-Suomen yliopisto) is Professor of Regional and Border Studies at the University 
of Eastern Finland and Adjunct Professor of Geography at the Free University of Berlin. His fields of 
research include urban and regional development, border regions, regional and urban governance, 
metropolitan area problems, and European and North American Geography. He is the Director of the 
EU FP7 project “EUBORDERSCAPES – Bordering, Political Landscapes and Social Arenas: Potentials 
and Challenges of Evolving Border Concepts in a post-Cold War World”. 
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Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland. He is the director of the UEF Doctoral Programme 
and VERA Research Centre for Russian and border Studies. Liikanen has studied social movements, 
nationalism and post-Soviet politics as well as European integration and European borders. He is 
currently participating in comparative European research on changing political language of borders. 
His recent publications in English focus on European integration, EU policies and borders in the 
European neighbourhood. Liikanen is the co-editor and co-author of European Neighbourhood 
through Civil Society Networks (Routledge, London 2011) and The EU-Russia Borderland: New 
Contexts for Regional Co-operation (Routledge, London 2013). 
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Eurasian Research Center of Hokkaido University, Japan, is a leading researcher on border studies in 



Eurasia and East Asia. His studies on the Sino‐Russian/Central Asian borderlands and on the 
Japan‐Russian "Northern Territories" issue are deeply appreciated by both foreign and local experts. 
Prof. Iwashita was awarded the prestigious Osaragi Jiro Prize for Commentary by the Asahi Shimbun 
(2006), the JSPS Prize (The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science: 2007), and the 24th Regional 
Publishers Cultural Achievement Awards (2011). He is currently a representative of the Global COE 
program “Reshaping Japan’s Border Studies” and Vice President of the Japan International Border 
Studies Network. He is also editor‐in‐chief of the journal Eurasia Border Review. 
 

Paul Nugent (Edinburghin yliopisto, Iso-Britannia) is Professor of Comparative African History and 
Director of the Centre of African Studies at the University of Edinburgh. He has been president of 
AEGIS, the Centre-based association of African Studies in Europe since 2007, and is co-editor of the 
Journal of Modern African Studies. Paul is the initiator of the African Borderlands Research Network 
(ABORNE) and chairs its steering committee. He has written three monographs, including 
“Smugglers, Secessionists and Loyal Citizens on the Ghana-Togo Frontier”, and co-edited seven 
others. He is in the process of completing a monograph entitled “Boundaries, Communities and 
State-Making in the Senegambia and the Trans-Volta: The Centrality of the Margins c.1750 to the 
Present”. In a more applied role, Paul has been involved with the cross-border cooperation agenda 
of the African Union Border Programme (AUBP). Aside from his work on borders, Prof. Nugent is 
currently writing a history of the South African wine industry, for which he holds a fellowship at 
there Stellenbosch Institute of Advanced Study (STIAS). 
 

Vladimir Kolossov (Venäjän tiedeakatemian maantieteen instituutti, Moskova, Venäjä) is the key 
Russian specialist in border studies, political geography and geopolitics, social geography, and world 
cities and large metropolitan areas. He is the author of about 300 publications, including 110 works 
abroad and 6 individual monographs; he was the main author and editor of 11 books. Currently Prof. 
Kolosov is the Head of the Center of Geopolitical Studies at the Institute of Geography and the Past 
President of the International Geographical Union IGU.   
 

Kathleen Staudt (University of Texas at El Paso) is Professor of Political Science and Endowed 
Professor of Western Hemispheric Trade Policy Studies at the University of Texas at El Paso. Her 
research interests include topics on women/gender in international development, immigration, 
university-community partnership engagement, education, and violence. Among her books and 
edited volumes, eight have focused on the U.S.-Mexico border, including “Violence and Activism at 
the Border” and “Human Rights Along the U.S.-Mexico Border: Gendered Violence and Insecurity”, 
“Cities and Citizenship at the U.S.-Mexico Border: The Paso del Norte Metropolitan Region”. She 
joined Tony Payan Z. Anthony Kruzewski in coediting “A War that Can't be Won: Binational 
Perspectives on the Drug War”. Kathy and Zulma Méndez also co-authored “Courage, Resistance, 
and Women in Ciudad Juárez: Challenges to Militarization” that is expected to be published in fall, 
2014. 
 

Dr. Jussi Laine (Itä-Suomen yliopisto) is the conference manager of the Association for Borderlands 
Studies (ABS) World Conference and serves also as the Treasurer and Vice Executive Secretary of the 
ABS. He works a researcher and project manager of the EU FP7 project EUBORDERSCAPES at the 
Karelian Institute of the University of Eastern Finland. In 2009-2010 he was a Visiting Fulbright 
Researcher at the Institute for Regional Studies of the Californias at San Diego State University, USA. 
His research interests include political geography, geopolitics and particularly border studies, within 
which he seeks to better understand the actual and potential role of civil society in developing new 
forms of political, economic, and socio-cultural cooperation within the emerging new European 
neighbourhood.  
 


