
 
 
 

 
16 February 2015 

 
The Hon. Nathan Guy 
Minister for Primary Industries 
Parliament Office 
Private Bag 18888 
Parliament Buildings 
Wellington 6160  
New Zealand 
 
Dear Hon Nathan Guy: 
 

It is our understanding that the Government of New Zealand will soon vote on Supplementary 
Order Paper Nº 044 to the Animal Welfare Act, which would prohibit animal testing for cosmetics in 
New Zealand. On behalf of our organizations and our combined 30+ million members and supporters 
around the world, we strongly encourage you and the National Party to support SOP Nº 044 and 
ensure that cosmetic animal testing can never take place in New Zealand, now or in the future. In 
doing so, New Zealand would stand alongside the European Union, Norway, Israel and India in taking 
a clear legislative stand to end cosmetics animal testing.  

 
We believe that SOP 044 fully addresses the government’s prior concerns regarding possible 

interactions between a prohibition on animal testing for cosmetic products and ingredients and 
regulatory measures in place for hazardous chemicals, agricultural, veterinary and food products, 
which use substances that are also regulated as cosmetic ingredients. SOP Nº 044 offers statutory 
language that is clear, actionable, and will not interfere with other regulated industries. 
 

There is a strong global precedent for prohibiting animal testing for cosmetic purposes. More 
than 30 countries around the world have taken principled positions on this issue and banned cosmetics 
animal testing. Legislation to ban cosmetics animal testing and/or the sale and import of animal-tested 
cosmetics is pending in the United States, Brazil, Australia, and Taiwan. Similar legislative measures 
are currently under discussion in Canada, Korea and beyond. All of these nations are recognizing the 
need for a legislative solution to ending animal testing of cosmetics.  
 

Likewise, there is strong public and industry support for a ban within New Zealand. Polling 
shows that 89.2% of Kiwis support a nation-wide ban on the testing of cosmetics and their ingredients 
on animals. And the New Zealand cosmetics industry has publicly announced its support for a ban, 
with the Cosmetic Toiletry and Fragrance Association noting that it welcomes the move to 
demonstrate its opposition to animal testing and support the understanding in international markets 
that New Zealand does not test on animals for its cosmetic products. 

 
 New Zealand is understandably proud of its reputation for strong animal welfare and its 

current ranking in the World Animal Protection’s Animal Protection Index. However, that ranking 
does not mean there is not more that can be done, and it is important that New Zealand continues to 
build upon its standards of animal welfare. Only by placing an explicit prohibition on cosmetics 
animal testing within the law can both Kiwis and the world be assured that such testing will never 
happen in New Zealand. We sincerely hope that you will take advantage of the present opportunity to 
prohibit cosmetics animal testing without delay by voting to include SOP Nº 044 in changes to the 
Animal Welfare Act.  



New Zealand has the opportunity to show global leadership on this issue and become the first 
country in Australasia to prohibit this unnecessary animal testing within its borders. By acting now, 
the government will still be among the first nations in the world to take decisive action; it will live up 
to its reputation as a global leader in animal welfare, a position that NZ is so proud of, and it will 
ensure that the NZ brand is protected in the international marketplace. By choosing not to support 
SOP 004, New Zealand would place itself in the position of being the first and only country in the 
world thus far to reject the opportunity to ban cosmetics cruelty. As four of the world’s largest animal 
protection organizations, we strongly urge you to support SOP 044.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Rowan      Mike Baker 
President & CEO     Chief Executive 
Humane Society International    World Animal Protection 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Philip Mansbridge     Paul Littlefair 
UK Director      Head of International 
International Fund for Animal Welfare  Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals 
  

 


