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PRESS RELEASE
VISUAL SYSTEM solutions

PANASONIC ANNOUNCE WORLD’S SHORTEST THROW LENS FOR SINGLE CHIP DLP PROJECTORS

ET-DLE030 DETACHABLE LENS ENABLES A NEW KIND OF ULTRA SHORT THROW PROJECTION FOR STAGING & PUBLIC DISPLAY

Until now, short throw and ultra-short throw projection has typically been limited to smaller, lower brightness, fixed lens projectors used in education seminar rooms and in corporate meeting room environments.  Panasonic is about to change that with the arrival of the new ET-DLE030 short throw lenses for larger format single chip DLP projectors.  With prototype models shown earlier this year at ISE 2013 and at Prolight + Sound shows, engineers in Panasonic R&D operations have since been finely crafting an impressive solution that vertically redirects light cast from projectors at a distance of just 370mm from the projector to produce a bright, perfectly symmetrical sided image directly above it.  This is achieved by a cleverly designed mirror system and brings about new and exciting possibilities, unachievable with front projectors especially for applications in digital signage, retail, rental and staging.
A New Breakthrough in Large Format, Ultra Short Throw Projection
Until now, businesses that have exploited the advantages of projection and display technology have only been able to imagine large and bright, display screens in a very close proximity to the projector.  The arrival of such technology would have implications not only for creating a big visual impact and an almost illusionary experience for viewers, but game-changing advantages of making projection possible in spaces that would have previously been dimensionally constrained and through the cost saving implication of a big reduced space requirement.  The introduction of ET-DLE030 lens by Panasonic dramatically delimits what was before unachievable through a throw ratio of 0.38:1 - resulting in space saving by 60%
.  In terms of new projection applications, it means avoidance of having to throw light across, for example, a busy retail environment where objects or people can block projected images and where space is at a premium. This applies to further verticals such as staging, museum, or transport where it may not be possible to suspend a projector mounting bracket or where there is insufficient space, either in front or behind the projector to throw the image to the required size.
World Famous Technology from Panasonic

Panasonic is an established leader in 3D projection mapping and geometric adjustment of projected images offering both proprietary technologies built in to projector hardware and software to fulfill the desired solution. Panasonic has deployed the famous 3-chip DLP projectors in a number of large scale outdoor events such as the London 2012 Olympic Games, Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and the Berlin Festival of Light. More recently, edge-blended images were projected from more than forty PT-DZ21KE and PT-DS20KE projectors onto a colossal 20,000 square foot wall, delivering a state-of-the-art visual spectacular for the Roger Waters' ‘The Wall Live’ concert tour. 
Panasonic is now aiming to offer these edge blending and geometric adjustment technologies where the space is more limited and for indoor events.
Project Big and Short With Edge Blending Compatibility

Panasonic’s new EL030 model can be used in both vertical and horizontal edge blending to make screens even larger, with the 1 chip DLP technology ideal for indoor spaces such as museum, theatres or stage backgrounds.  Hartmut Kulessa, Panasonic, European Projector Marketing Manager explains about edge blending; “Panasonic has already demonstrated some huge success stories in conventional projection mapping at some truly incredible events, take the Roger Waters ‘The Wall’ at Wembley Stadium for example, now with the arrival of the DLE030 lens, rental companies will be able to deliver similar effects for indoor events  and using less space than before. They will have the benefit of massively reduced throw distance requirements with a reduction in costs associated with less rigging and a more compact overall setup”.  
Advanced Effects with Greater Impact 

With the addition of Panasonic’s new and exciting geometric adjustment technology, more advanced effects with greater impact can now be achieved, explained Kulessa; “Geometric adjustment can also be used to create eye-catching applications on curved or uneven surfaces. For example, in a museum environment it could be possible to create a bended or curved picture, even when people are standing very close to the screen, no shadow is cast and whilst we have had ultra-short throw in projectors typically assigned for education, these new functions have never been available for short throw projection before.  It’s not just museums though, it’s especially important for system integrators who will start more applications with this lens in for example theme parks.  It’s also possible for video conferencing systems with very large screens using a rear projection screen and this technology is exclusive to Panasonic.”

World’s First Innovation, Available Now
Panasonic is known as an innovator and has been especially strong in developing new capabilities in existing products that take applications ‘outside the box’.  ET-DLE030 lens is no exception, as the worlds first ultra-short throw lens for high brightness projectors integrating geometric adjustment.  The lens is also the first exchangeable ultra-short throw system meaning that great flexibility is added to the latest range of Panasonic high brightness projectors. “We have also taken care to ensure backwards compatibility” explained Kulessa “even with 1 chip and 3 chip projectors, we make sure that they are compatible with whole lineup of lenses to give installers, integrators and end users the widest possible backwards compatibility and value”.  “Since the first showing of the prototype models earlier this year there has been a lot of attention on this small but exciting solution for projection specialists’’ explained Kulessa.. Further information on the ET-DLE030 and other projection solutions is available on the Panasonic website business.panasonic.co.uk/visual-system/ET-DLE030      

<ENDS>
About Panasonic 

Panasonic Corporation is a worldwide leader in the development and manufacture of electroic products in three business fields, consumer, components & devices, and solutions.  Based in Osaka, Japan, the company recorded consolidated net sales of 7.85 trillion yen for the year ended March 31, 2012. Panasonic’s stock is listed on the Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya and New York (NYSE:PC) Stock Exchanges. The company has the vision of becoming the No. 1 Green Innovation Company in the Electronics Industry by the 100th year of its founding in 2018. For more information on Panasonic, its brand and commitment to sustainability, visit the company's website at http://panasonic.net
About Panasonic System Communications Company Europe (PSCEU)

PSCEU is the European branch of Panasonic Systems Communications Company, the global B2B division of Panasonic. PSCEU’s goal is to improve the working lives of business professionals and help their organisations efficiency and performance. We help organisations capture, compute and communicate all sorts of information: image, voice, and textual data. Products include PBX telephone switches, document printers, professional cameras, projectors, large visual displays and rugged mobile PCs. With around 500 staff, engineering design expertise, global project management capability and a large European partner network, PSCEU offers unrivalled capability in its markets.
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