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Traveling on the beats of drums, from the dusty streets of 
Soweto to all the corners of the world’s best and biggest 
stages, AFRICA UMOJA - which in Zulu means ‘together’ - tells the moving tale of indigenous 
South African music and dance from the earliest rhythms to the current club sounds of kwaito.

Audiences all over the world have embraced the traditional love songs, lullabies and other 
musical expressions of rural life. They have also cried along in the city streets listening to music 
reflecting the pain of the migrant laborers and their families.

The tale dances through sheebeens and the cultural melting-pot of Sophiatown. The heart is 
saddened by cold stories of forced removals yet the feet continue to stomp along with the 
explosions of gumboot dancing.

There are also the reminiscent sounds of the vibrant jazz that forced its way free from the 
constraints of the times. The international audiences will relate to names such as Miriam Makeba 
(Mama Africa) and the late Dolly Radebe, while a thread of gospel music running through the 
tale recalls the huge helpings of faith and courage. This saw black South Africans through some 
of the country’s stormiest historical passages.

AFRICA UMOJA - THE SHOW
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Over 30 countries across the globe have witnessed the magic 
of AFRICA UMOJA - a loud. colorful and jubilant celebration 
of the history of indigenous South African music and dance, 
that audiences - whatever their cultural backgrounds - have 
found infectiously delightful and uplifting.

With a cast of 40 of South Africa’s brightest and most versatile 
young performers, singers, drummers and dancers, AFRICA 
UMOJA - The Spirit of Togetherness, is a joyous celebration 
of dynamic talent, thrilling energy, great voices and sensual 
dances that sweep across the bright and vibrant South African 
traditional landscape.
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PRESS RELEASE
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The award–winning South African musical show ‘AFRICA UMOJA – The Spirit of Togetherness’ is coming 
to the US for its  first 8-City tour in North America, premiering at the Pantages Theater in Los Angeles, 
California on June 19, 2013.

Traveling on the beats of drums, from the dusty streets of Soweto to all the corners  of the world’s best and 
biggest stages, AFRICA UMOJA tells  the moving tale of indigenous South African music, its  people and 
their song - from the earliest rhythms to kwaito. 

The 40-piece cast made up from a myriad of South African cultures is  presenting beautiful costumes and 
award winning, internationally acclaimed choreography. AFRICA UMOJA is a loud, colorful and jubilant 
celebration of life that audiences from all backgrounds have found infectiously delightful and uplifting.

Thirty countries  have embraced the traditional love songs, lullabies and other musical expressions of rural 
life. 

They have celebrated and cried along with the passionate voices that tell the story of Sophiatown - the 
story of love, community, forced removals and hardship. All while the feet continue to stomp along with the 
explosions of gumboot dancing to music reflecting the pain of the migrant laborers and their families. 

The reminiscent sounds of vibrant jazz that forced its way free from the constraints of the times and a 
thread of gospel music running through the tale recalls  the huge helpings of faith and courage. This saw 
black South Africans through some of the country’s stormiest historical passages. 

AFRICA UMOJA is continuing its journey in North America, with shows in Los Angeles, San Diego, Dallas, 
New Orleans, Atlanta, Charlotte NC, Washington DC and Toronto, Canada.

For tour dates and tickets, please visit: www.umojausatour.com or go to www.ticketmaster.com

May 1, 2013

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

With art:

1. Official Africa Umoja Poster 

2. For complete gallery download go to: 

     www.umojatheshow.com

For Media Inquiries:

Contact: Sybille Herwig 

Email: info@umojausatour.com

Background Info:

www.umojausatour.com



USA TOUR DATES 2013

www.ticketmaster.com

LOS ANGELES June 19 - 23

SAN DIEGO June 25 - 30  

DALLAS July 5 - 7         

NEW ORLEANS July 9 - 14

ATLANTA July 18 - 21 

CHARLOTTE NC July 23 - 28

WASHINGTON DC July 30 - Aug. 4   

TORONTO CANADA August 7 - 11
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Pantages Theater TICKETS: 800-982-2787

San Diego Civic Theater TICKETS: 619-570-1100

Margo & Bll Winspear 
Opera House TICKETS: 214-880-0202

Mahalia Jackson Theater TICKETS: 800-745-3000

Atlanta Civic Theater TICKETS: 800-745-3000

Belk Theater TICKETS: 704-372-1000

Warner Theater TICKETS: 800-551-7328

Elgin Theater TICKETS: 855-622-2737



AWARDS

© 2013 www.umojausatour.com. All Rights Reserved.

COUNTRIES ACROSS THE GLOBE

South Africa Australia Holland Canada

United Kingdom Nigeria Japan Belgium

Italy Israel Singapore Cyprus

Baltic States Denmark Hong Kong France

Sweden Korea Swaziland Dubai

    FNB Vita Award, South Africa (2001)

    Nomination for Women of the Year Award, South Africa (2002)

    Performing Arts Award, Canada (2004)

    SAMA Best DVD Award, South Africa (2005)

    Finalist in the Women of the Year Award, South Africa (2005)

    Planet Africa Award, Canada (2005)

    Planet Africa Award, Canada (2007)
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“Away with affected passion and stuck-on smiles. 
The players clearly live and feel the tale.” - Trouw, 
The Netherlands

"Enough energy to light 
up London. I defy 
anyone to leave this hit 
dance musical feeling 
anything less than 
elated." - Daily Telegraph, 
London

“Spirited UMOJA is irresistible...At the end of the evening, 
the multicultural audiences exploded not merely into 
applause, but into dance, arms waving and bodies swaying. 
Not even the worst curmudgeon could resist the good-
natured, high-spirited ambiance of UMOJA” - Globe & Mall, 
Toronto, Canada

‘A jaw-dropping spectacle’ - NOW, Canada

"A breath-taking and vibrant spectacular which 
assails every one of your senses. Definitely the 
hottest show in town," - The Northern Echo, London

"I have never seen such energy and grace 
on stage and the finale had the audience 
on their feet for standing ovation after 
standing ovation." - Irish World

" … well-choreographed dances, excellent 
footwork and… breathtakingly harmonious a 
capella numbers. The vocals, especially the 
solos, were to die for. This pulsating musical 
odyssey leaves you breathless, and your heart 
pounding for more.” - South China Morning Post

"The chandelier-shaking voices are 
certainly enough to make you feel 
ashamed to be sitting still (and 
indeed it received a standing 
ovation)." - Metro, London

“ S e t t i n g t h e 
World's stages 
ablaze! ” - Sowetan, 
South Africa

“A Spectacle with heart.. A 
Collective Triumph!”  
- The Times 

“ … a m u s i c a l 
pilgrimage which 
reveals a country 
and its heart.” 
- Nice-Matin, Cannes, 
France
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CONTACT INFO

 www.umojausatour.com

www.facebook.com/UmojaUSATour

www.twitter.com/Umojausatour

Official Tour Website:

Sponsored by:  www.internationalartsfoundation.com

Media Inquiries:

Social Media:

Official Trailer:

www.pinterest.com/umojausatour

www.youtube.com/user/UmojaUSATour/videos

Gallery Download:

info@umojausatour.com

www.umojatheshow.com


