New BÖsendorfer limited edition Beethoven model built to celebrate 185th anniversary
Bösendorfer are proud to introduce the new 'Beethoven' limited edition piano, produced in the close cooperation with Beethoven-Haus Bonn.
Bösendorfer have chosen 2013 to debut this stunning new model because this year marks the 185th anniversary of the company and the 14th year of the Vienna-based International Beethoven Piano Competition.
The inside of the new piano’s lid features the start of the Presto Agitato from Beethoven’s 'Moonlight' Sonata, Op.27 No.2, beautifully silkscreened from the original autograph. Expanding on this theme, Bösendorfer have used moonlight-coloured mother of pearl for a number of key design elements on the instrument, including the company name and a special Beethoven logo on the music desk.
Available in 200 and 214 sizes, each of the 32 instruments to be made (the number chosen to coincide with the number of Beethoven piano sonatas) includes a facsimile of the original 'Moonlight' Sonata manuscript published by Beethoven-Haus Bonn, and a complete boxed set of all the piano sonatas performed on a Bösendorfer Imperial grand by Peter Takács.
Beethoven's ties with Vienna are well known and the sounds created by Ignaz Bösendorfer's early instruments were informed and shaped by Vienna's cultural environment, which was, in turn, heavily influenced by Beethoven.
In 1787, at 16 years of age, Beethoven finally succeeded in his wish to meet Mozart, although he never studied under him. It is said that when they met, Mozart asked Beethoven to play something and that young Ludwig obliged by playing the opening of Mozart's C minor Piano Concerto. "Not that," said Mozart. "Anybody can play that. Play something of your own." 
Beethoven returned to Vienna in 1792 and studied with Joseph Haydn. He worked in Vienna until his death in 1827. The Bösendorfer piano company was founded in 1828, the following year, at a time when Vienna was regarded as the musical centre of Europe.
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