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FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Rally Portugal 
 

Volkswagen lines up with three Polo R WRCs for first time 
 
Wolfsburg (08 April 2013). Fourth rally, fourth first: Volkswagen will line up with three Polo 
R WRCs for the first time at the Rally Portugal. After a strong debut in the FIA World Rally 
Championship at January’s Rally Monte Carlo, the Polo R WRC then started its first event 
on ice and snow at the Rally Sweden in February, before making its first outing on gravel 
at high altitude at the Rally Mexico. From 11 to 14 April, the Rally Portugal will provide the 
stage for another first: Andreas Mikkelsen and Mikko Markkula (N/FIN) will make their 
debut in the third Polo R WRC – the number 9 car. They will be joined at the rally on the 
Algarve coast in southern Portugal by their Volkswagen team-mates: Jari-Matti 
Latvala/Miikka Anttila (FIN/FIN) and the winners of the rallies in Sweden and Mexico, 
Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia (F/F). 
 
“After three completely different rallies at the start of the season, the first ‘typical’ WRC 
rally awaits us in Portugal,” said Volkswagen Motorsport Director Jost Capito. “Tough 
gravel routes, spring temperatures and – unlike at the Rally Mexico – stages at just above 
sea level: we will probably come across the same kind of conditions at the coming rallies in 
Argentina, Greece and Italy. As such, the Rally Portugal provides us with another 
important indicator of what the Polo R WRC is capable of. Furthermore, we will also send a 
third driving pair into action at every rally from now on, in the form of Andreas Mikkelsen 
and Mikko Markkula. Andreas and Mikko have already been very successful in the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge, and are now deservedly taking the next step into the 
pinnacle of rallying.” 
 
Volkswagen Motorsport II: new team for Mikkelsen/Markkula 
 
In order to offer Mikkelsen and Markkula the best possible conditions for a successful 
debut season in the Polo R WRC in the FIA World Rally Championship, Volkswagen will 
operate a second team from the Rally Portugal onward: Volkswagen Motorsport II. This 
will, for example, allow the Norwegian-Finnish duo to have access to ten test days this 
year, rather than having to share this contingent with their team-mates. 
 
All three pairs of drivers arrive at the fourth round of the FIA World Rally Championship 
season as well prepared as possible. Each crew spent two days in Portugal at the end of 
March, adapting to the specific demands of the second gravel rally of the year, which will 
see the drivers complete 386.73 kilometres against the clock over the course of 15 special 
stages. 
 



 

 
 

Spectator stage in Lisbon provides spectacular highlight 
 
An exciting rally weekend gets underway with qualifying on Tuesday morning, when the 
WRC drivers will battle it out for the right to choose their start position on day one. The first 
four special stages consist of two runs of both the “Mú” and “Ourique” stages on Friday 
morning, before a 200-kilometre liaison stage takes the competitors to Lisbon. Once in the 
Portuguese capital, the drivers will take on a spectacular spectator stage against the 
imposing backdrop of the National Archaeology Museum. The “Mosteiro dos Jerónimos” is 
one of the most important examples of architecture in Portugal and was made a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 1983. 
 
The longest leg of the Rally Portugal is Saturday, with six special stages covering 158.74 
kilometres over countless jumps on winding gravel routes along the Algarve coast. As at 
the Rally Mexico, the drivers must wait until Sunday to tackle the longest of all the stages – 
the 50-kilometre “Almodovar” special stage. When Sunday comes around, however, they 
will take on this monster stage not once, but twice, with the second run also forming the 
final Power Stage. Nowhere else do the drivers have to work harder to earn the bonus 
world championship points on offer for first, second and third place. 
 
Andreas Mikkelsen: youngest driver ever to win a WRC point and two-time IRC 
champion 
 
Andreas Mikkelsen was just 17 when he made his debut in the FIA World Rally 
Championship. Fifth place at the 2008 Rally Sweden when just 17 years and 233 days old 
earned the Norwegian a place in the rallying history books as the youngest driver ever to 
win a World Championship point. In the same year, Mikkelsen worked with two-time World 
Rally Champion Marcus Grönholm to improve his driving style. This proved to be a 
successful move: after claiming first place in the 2009 Norwegian Rally Championship, 
Mikkelsen burst onto the international stage when he won the 2011 Intercontinental Rally 
Challenge (IRC) at the wheel of a Škoda Fabia S2000. As well as successfully defending 
his IRC title, he also contested eight rounds of the World Championship for Volkswagen 
Motorsport in 2012. 
 
Mikkelsen’s co-driver Mikko Markkula can also look back on a successful past with Škoda. 
The Finn claimed his first race win in the IRC alongside compatriot Juho Hänninen in 2009, 
and went on to win the title the following year. For the last two years, Markkula has 
narrowly missed out on the IRC title, finishing just behind a fellow Škoda driver on both 
occasions: Andreas Mikkelsen. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Quotes ahead of the Rally Portugal 
 
Jari-Matti Latvala, Polo R WRC #7 
“I have often been quick in Portugal, but my best result so far is the third place I achieved 
in 2011. I hope I manage to come through clean this year and challenge for a place on 
the podium. The Polo R WRC certainly has the potential. Sébastien’s victories in 
Sweden and Mexico have shown that. The first three rounds of the world 
championship were a bit difficult for me. Unfortunately, not everything went entirely to 
plan. I just needed time to get used to the car. However, I had the necessary trust in 
the car on the Power Stage in Mexico – and that good feeling got even stronger during 
the tests in Portugal. The Rally Portugal is known for its ‘blind crests’, which are really 
rather special. You really have to be alert as you approach these crests, as you cannot 
see whether they are followed by a left-hander or a right-hander. For this reason, it is 
also important to be very accurate during the Recce in the run-up to the rally, to ensure 
that the pace notes cannot be misunderstood in any way.” 
 
Sébastien Ogier, Polo R WRC #8  
“I'm feeling much better now, after illness left me feeling below par last week. Withdrawing 
from the Fafe Rally Sprint was a very tough decision, especially given all the enthusiastic 
fans. However, it was the right decision in order to allow me to recover fully. We saw at the 
Rally Mexico that the Polo R WRC is also competitive on gravel, and that is important. The 
coming rally in Portugal is another good indication of where we stand, and will be 
particularly interesting because those will be the kind of conditions we will come up against 
most often in the World Rally Championship: hard gravel and stages not much above sea 
level. However, the Rally Portugal has two sides to it. When it is dry there, the ground is 
very hard and offers a lot of grip. However, when it is wet, the ground becomes very soft 
and muddy and only offers a very limited amount of grip. We discovered that last year – 
and it is not particularly fun driving there in those conditions. I much prefer it to be dry. A 
feature of the special stages in Portugal are the many crests and jumps, which are often 
followed by quick, blind corners. I am confident that we will follow on from our excellent 
recent performances in Portugal, as I really like the rally. It is one of my favourite rallies. In 
2010 it was the scene of my first victory in the World Rally Championship, and I won again 
there in 2011. That makes it the only WRC rally that I have won twice in my career – so 
far.” 
 
Andreas Mikkelsen, Polo R WRC #9 
“I can hardly wait for the start of the Rally Portugal. It will be my first rally with the Polo R 
WRC, although I did have a number of outings with Volkswagen last year and have 
already been completely integrated in the team. As such, the only thing that is really new 
to me is the element of competing in a current World Rally Car. After two successful years 
in the IRC, I feel ready to take the step up into the World Rally Championship. In my 
opinion, the Rally Portugal is one of the most difficult on the race calendar. There are a lot 
of ‘blind’ passages and relatively little grip. The last time I drove there was back in 2007, so 
it will practically be a new event for me. I was lucky enough to be able to take part in the 
Recce last year. As such, I have some idea of what to expect. Despite this, it will certainly 
be one of the most difficult rallies of the year for me. It will be important not to make any 



 

 
 

mistakes and to avoid any incidents. We want to finish the race and learn as much as 
possible. After that, we can concentrate on getting quicker at the subsequent rallies.” 
 
 
 
Three questions for Sven Smeets, WRC Team Manager 
 
What does it mean to the team, to line up with a third Polo R WRC from the Rally 
Portugal onward – from both a sporting and logistical point of view? 
“From a sporting point of view, it is obviously nice to see Andreas back in a World Rally 
Car after a long break. He initially has different sporting goals to those of Sébastien and 
Jari-Matti. Portugal, in particular, is practically new territory for him. For Andreas, it will 
primarily be a matter of gaining experience and completing the rallies wherever possible. 
Where he feels more confident, he can also show what kind of speed he is capable of. For 
the team, a third car simply means more material and more work. We have to take more 
spare parts with us, including an additional spare engine and another gearbox. On top of 
that comes the equipment for another service place, as well as additional personnel: one 
engineer and three mechanics. Compared to the first two rallies in Europe, we are now 
travelling with another truck, which will mainly be loaded with material for Andreas and 
Mikko’s Polo R WRC.” 
 
Why did Volkswagen not start the rally season with three Polo R WRCs right from 
the word go, rather than contest the first three rounds of the world championship 
with just two cars? 
“Because of the extra effort that comes with a third car. We wanted to give ourselves 
enough time to conscientiously run through all the processes involved in a rally weekend – 
and with a completely new car and, to a certain degree, new drivers. We also wanted to 
see how the Polo R WRC performed in competitive conditions. Had we discovered a major 
problem over the course of the first three rallies, we would then have had to solve it on 
three cars. It goes without saying that this would also have meant extra costs. When it 
boils down to it, we just wanted to give ourselves a little time to find our feet in the first 
three months of the season.” 
 
What will be the team’s biggest challenge at the Rally Portugal? 
“That depends in no small part on the weather. In the past we have seen that the cars are 
given quite a tough ride at this rally when it rains. The route becomes very muddy and 
slippery. However, when it is dry and the roads are in good condition, we will experience a 
really good gravel rally in Portugal, at which it will all come down to the driver. It is a real 
drivers’ rally. The closing Power Stage is also over 52 kilometres long. That is 
extraordinary in itself, and means that the drivers must really earn the extra world 
championship points.” 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The number for the Rally Portugal: 92,160 
 
Being involved in rallying sometimes means being spoilt for choice. For example, the 
drivers and engineers at Volkswagen have thousands of different possible configurations 
when working on the set-up of the Polo R WRC. Even just the suspension of the World 
Rally Car from Wolfsburg offers 92,160 set-up options. 
 
 
 
Volkswagen in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) 
 
In entering the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Volkswagen is adding another 
chapter to its motorsport success story. Volkswagen claimed overall victory at the Rally 
Dakar with the Race Touareg in 2009, 2010 and 2011 – celebrating a hat-trick of titles at 
the toughest marathon rally in the world. The Polo R WRC is the first World Rally Car 
produced by the Wolfsburg-based company, which now lines up with its own works team in 
the pinnacle of rallying. The series offers Volkswagen the opportunity to prove itself on a 
global platform in direct sporting competition. No model is more suited to the challenge 
than the Polo – one of Volkswagen’s most heavily produced and distributed models in the 
world. 
 
 
 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Standings 
 
Drivers’ Championship 
1. Sébastien Ogier, 74; 2. Sébastien Loeb, 43; 3. Mikko Hirvonen, 30; 4. Dani Sordo, 27;  
5. Mads Østberg, 26; 6. Thierry Neuville, 25; 7. Jari-Matti Latvala, 15; 8. Martin Prokop, 14; 
9. Bryan Bouffier, 10; 10. Nasser Al-Attiyah, 10; 11. Juho Hänninen, 8; 12. Chris Atkinson, 8; 
13. Ken Block, 6; 14. Sepp Wiegand, 4; 15. Henning Solberg, 4; 16. Benito Guerra, 4;  
17. Evgeny Novikov, 3; 18. Olivier Burri, 2; 19. Michał Kosciuszko, 1; 20. Yazeed Al Rajhi, 1 
 
Manufacturers’ Championship 
1. Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team, 87; 2. Volkswagen Motorsport, 81; 3. Qatar 
M-Sport World Rally Team, 37; 4. Qatar World Rally Team, 35; 5. Abu Dhabi Citroën Total 
World Rally Team, 23; 6. Jipocar Czech National Team, 14; 7. Lotos WRC Team, 12 
 



 

 
 

FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Rally Portugal – Schedule  
 
Thursday, 11 April 2013    
  
  Liaison Special Stage Liaison  
 Free Practice, 120 min.   08:00 
QS Vale do Judeu 13.40 km 04.98 km 13.23 km 10:40 
 Parc Fermé (Algarve Stadium)   11:00 
 Ceremonial Start     20:30 
  26.63 km 04.98 km (Ʃ 31.61 km)  
      
Friday, 12 April 2013 
  
  Liaison Special Stage Liaison  
 Start (Algarve Stadium)   08:10 
SS 01 Mú 1 50.07 km 20.32 km  08:58 
SS 02 Ourique 1 33.16 km 18.32 km  10:05 
SS 03 Mú 2 53.80 km 20.32 km  11:43 
SS 04 Ourique 2 33.16 km 18.32 km  12:50 
 Regrouping    15:55 
SS 05 S Lisboa 209.15 km 03.27 km 289.16 km 18:05 
 Flexi Service A (Algarve Stadium), max. 45 min.  21:50 
  668.50 km 80.55 km (Ʃ 749.05 km)  
      
Saturday, 13 April 2013 
  
  Liaison Special Stage Liaison  
 Service B (Algarve Stadium), 15 min.   09:00 
SS 06 Santana da Serra 1 60.30 km 31.12 km  10:09 
SS 07 Vascão 1 45.34 km 25.37 km  11:36 
SS 08 Loulé 1 03.43 km 22.78 km 44.29 km 12:14 
 Regrouping    13:30 
 Service C (Algarve Stadium), 30 min.   13:45 
SS 09 Santana de Serra 2 60.30 km 31.12 km  15:09 
SS 10 Vascão 2 45.34 km 25.37 km  16:36 
SS 11 Loulé 2 03.43 km 22.78 km 44.29 km 17:14 
 Flexi Service C (Algarve Stadium), max. 45 min.  18:30 
  306.72 km 158.54 km (Ʃ 465.26 km)  
      
Sunday, 14 April 2013 
  
  Liaison Special Stage Liaison  
 Service E (Algarve Stadium), 15 min.   07:00 
SS 12 Silves 1 56.75 km 21.52 km  08:06 
SS 13 Almodovar 1 25.80 km 52.30 km 56.42 km 09:06 
 Regrouping    10:55 



 

 
 

 Service F (Algarve Stadium), 30 min.   11:10 
SS 14 Silves 2 56.75 km 21.52 km  12:31 
SS 15P Almodovar 2 25.80 km 52.30 km 56.42 km 13:38 
 Service G (Algarve Stadium), 10 min.   15:30 
 Podium Ceremony (Algarve Stadium)   16:40 
  277.94 km 147.64 km (Ʃ 425.58 km)  
 
  
 
 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Rally Portugal – TV broadcast 
 
Western Europe 
Andorra (Canal +); Austria (LAOLA1.tv, ORF, ServusTV); Belgium (RTBF); Denmark 
(VIASAT); Finland (MTV3, YLE Sport); France (Canal +, France TV, Léquipe 21, TF1); 
Germany (Sport1, RTL, n-tv, LAOLA1.tv, ServusTV); Greece (OTE); Ireland (Setanta); 
Italy (RAI, Canale Italia, Sportitalia); Monaco (Canal +, France TV, Léquipe 21, TF1); 
Netherlands (RTL 7); Norway (VIASAT); Portugal (Sport TV, RTP); Spain (Canal +); 
Sweden (SVT); Wales (S4C) 
 
Eastern Europe 
Czech Republic (Czech TV, Sport 5); Poland (TVP); Romania (Dolce Sport); Russia (Auto 
Plus); Slovakia (Czech TV, Sport 5); Ukraine (First Automotive Channel) 
 
Asia Pacific 
Malaysia (Astro); Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, Guam, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Laos, Macao, Malaysia, Maldives, Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, New Caledonia, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, South 
Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam (ESPN Star); Japan (J Sports); New Zealand 
(Sky Sports); Australia (Speed TV); Thailand (Truevision) 
 
North and Latin America  
Argentina (Channel 12); Brazil (ESPN); Latin America (Fox Sports) 
 
International 
Worldwide (Reuters, SNTV)



 

 
 

For media 

Contacts and service 
 
Volkswagen Motorsport GmbH 
Communications 
Ikarusallee 7a 
D-30179 Hannover 
Tel. +49 511 67494-0 
Fax +49 511 67494-753 
 
Stefan Moser – Head of Communications 
Mobile +49 171 4000379 
stefan.moser@volkswagen-motorsport.com 
 
Andre Dietzel – Communications 
Mobile +49 175 7234689 
andre.dietzel@volkswagen-motorsport.com 
 
Ingo Roersch – Communications 
Mobile +49 172 1499157 
ingo.roersch@volkswagen-motorsport.com 
 
 
www.volkswagen-motorsport.com – Volkswagen’s media database offers: 
• Latest media information, basis texts and background information on the entire 

motorsport commitment 
• High-resolution photos 
• Opportunity to download TV footage 
• Sending of media information in language of your choice (German/English) 
 
Links 
• www.volkswagen-motorsport.com (media database) 
• www.volkswagen-motorsport.com (public website) 
• www.rallytheworld.com (public website) 
• www.facebook.com/VolkswagenMotorsport (Facebook page) 
• www.twitter.com/VolkswagenRally (Twitter channel)  
• www.youtube.com/VolkswagenRally (YouTube channel) 
 


