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+  C O R P O R AT E  O F F I C E

P + 214.739.0700

F + 214.361.8168

8300 DOUGLAS AVE. + STE. 600
DA L L A S,  T X 75225

MEDIA KIT

Dear Media Professional,

Commercial real estate is an ever changing industry full of dynamic investments and 
relationships. Butler Burgher Group is a growing national commercial real estate firm led by a 
team with deep industry expertise, acute attention to clients and a proactive and customized 
approach to valuation and assessment. Over the last few years, BBG has expanded to better 
serve client needs and has key people across the top national markets. Currently, BBG ranks in 
the top 10 U.S. valuation and assessment firms. 

My name is Laura Schieber and I will be your point of contact for media inquiries about BBG. I 
look forward to starting a mutually beneficial relationship with you and establishing an open 
communication. Please feel free to email me at laura@vivantigroup.com or call at 214.828.0555 
for additional details about BBG.

Thank you,

Laura Schieber
Principal 
Vivanti Group  
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LEADERSHIP BIOGRAPHIES

B. Diane Butler, MAI, CCIM | Chief Executive Officer
Diane Butler is the CEO of Butler Burgher Group, and has over 25 years of commercial real estate 
expertise. Butler leads and coordinates the appraisal production and marketing of valuation 
business lines. Year on year, Butler appraises over 300 properties. She has deep experience in 
single and multi-tenant office buildings, industrial, retail, mixed-use developments and master 
planned communities. 

Prior to her current role, Butler acted as the senior vice president/general manager of LandAmerica 
Valuation Corporation. Before that, she was the senior appraiser at Dotson & Associates/Alliance 
Appraisal Group. She began her own company in 1992 with David Butler; Butler Burgher Inc., and 
grew the firm from three employees to 40 professionals before it was acquired by LandAmerica 
Valuation Corporation. 

Butler is a certified appraiser in multiple states across the nation and is actively involved in the 
Dallas real estate community. She serves as the President of CREW, is a member of the Appraisal 
Institute, the Urban Land Institute, TREC and the Dallas Women’s Foundation. She is also a 
designated expert witness and has testified in a variety of court cases concerning real estate 
valuation. A graduate from Mississippi State University, Butler holds a Bachelor in Business 
Administration, Real Estate and Finance degree. 

William B. Britain, CPA | Chief Financial Officer
Bill Britain currently serves are the CFO of Butler Burgher Group, and has over 20 years of industry 
experience. Britain manages the capital requirements, financial accounting and reporting 
systems and business metrics critical to manage the company’s rapid growth. Britain is also 
responsible for identifying opportunities for the firm’s continued expansion; actively seeking 
new market and business acquisitions. While at BBG he has orchestrated multiple new business 
initiatives, including the partnership with Aaron & Wright Assessments. Additionally, Britain 
established a partnership with the BBG North Carolina office. 

Britain is a Certified Public Accountant in the State of Georgia and holds Bachelor in Business 
Administration from the University of Kansas, and a Master in Business Administration from 
Louisiana State University.
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LEADERSHIP BIOGRAPHIES CONTINUED

Susan Kominski | Senior Managing Director of the Eastern Region
With over 30 years of experience, Susan Kominski brings extensive expertise to Butler Burgher 
Group. Serving as senior managing director of the Eastern region, Kominski directly manages 
a diverse national client base covering all property types. Her main focus is managing large 
portfolio assignments, where she uses her diversified background of valuation, underwriting, 
advisory and management consulting. This expertise, along with experience gained from her 
previous position with a CMBS Lender, provides Kominski with a unique niche in capital markets. 

Kominski previously worked at LandAmerica Valuation Corporation as vice president and national 
client manager. Before that, she was vice president for Chase Commercial Mortgage Bank and 
Chase Manhattan Bank. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology from the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Chris Roach, MAI | Senior Managing Director of the Western Region
Chris Roach currently serves as the senior managing director for the Western region and has over 
ten years in the commercial real estate industry. His broad knowledge in the appraisal of multi-
family, office, retail and industrial property types provide a solid foundation in understanding 
commercial real estate. With his diverse client base background, Roach is an essential asset to the 
BBG family. Roach began with Butler Burgher, Inc. in 2002 as a senior associate. His next role was 
serving as a national client manager for LandAmerica Valuation Corporation.

Roach holds a Bachelor in Business Administration Finance with a Real Estate emphasis from 
Texas Tech University.  He is a general certified appraiser in multiple states and is actively 
involved in The Real Estate Council in Dallas (TREC) where he was recently elected into the 
Associate Leadership Council, class of 2010-11. Roach is also an active member of the North 
Texas Chapter of Appraisal Institute where he currently serves as a Director on the Board. Roach 
has also been designated as an expert witness in numerous states and has testified in multiple 
courts regarding real estate valuation matters. 

Martin Aaron, MAI | Managing Director 
Martin Aaron has been involved in the real estate business since 1976, where he has prepared 
and reviewed thousands of narrative appraisal reports on all types of commercial real estate. He 
founded Aaron & Wright and served as company CEO until it was acquired by LandAmerica in 
2008.

In addition and prior to 1985, Aaron was a principal in 2M Builders Inc., a commercial construction 
company that completed over 1,000 apartment units in Houston, Texas and Kansas City, Missouri. 
He also served as a consultant to numerous home builders, developers and brokers. 

Mr. Aaron  specialize in the valuation of nonprofits, religious facilities and schools  and has  
qualified as an  expert witness  relative to valuation issues in both  bankruptcy and civil courts.  
He has led the growth of BBG in the area of valuation to a national marketplace and expanded 
its available services. 

Aaron holds a Bachelor of Science in Real Estate and Finance from the University of Missouri and 
co-authored “The Appraisal of Religious Facilities” with John H. Wright, Jr. in 1997. He is a certified 
appraiser in multiple states, including Texas and member of The Appraisal Institute.  Aaron is also 
a former member of the education committee with The Appraisal Institute. 
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LEADERSHIP BIOGRAPHIES CONTINUED

Mary Ann Barnett | Managing Director 
With over 20 years of experience in valuation of multi-family, condominium, and hospitality 
properties, as well as other commercial property types, Mary Ann Barnett is the leading Managing 
Director for Butler Burgher Group’s market rate and affordable housing appraisal and consulting 
practice. She previously served as Managing Director for Butler Burgher, Inc., and before that 
worked as an Associate with Alliance Appraisal Group, Inc. 

Mary Ann Barnett has successfully completed multiple market studies, appraisals, and consulting 
assignments for Bank, Agency, and HUD lenders, Conventional and Tax Credit developers, and 
a variety of investors. She holds a Masters of Business Administration with a concentration in 
Real Estate from the University of Texas in Arlington and a Bachelor’s of Business Administration 
in Finance from Texas A&M University. Barnett is an active member of both the Southwest and 
Southeast Mortgage Advisory Councils, The Texas Aggie Real Estate Network, and is HUD MAP 
certified.

John H. Wright Jr., MAI | Director
John Wright joined Butler Burgher Group bringing over 25 years of experience in real estate 
appraising and consulting. Wright is highly skilled at preparing narrative appraisal reports for all 
types of real estate, reviewing commercial appraisal reports and consulting. Currently, he serves 
as director of BBG’s Houston office the assessment arm of BBG. 

Wright holds a Bachelor in Business Administration from Southwest Texas State University and 
is a member of the Appraisal Institute. He has published numerous articles in appraisal and 
banking publications, including The Appraisal Institute, New England Appraisal & Consulting 
Journal and ABA Banking Journal. 


