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Sustainable Adventures in Slovenia 
 
 
In Slovenia, visitors are firstly enchanted by the green colour of the 
unspoilt nature. This is relaxing in itself. But how green are Slovenian 
adventures and green tourism in general? In 2015, the Slovenian Tourist 
Board developed the Green Scheme of Slovenian Tourism, a special 
programme by means of which the sustainable operation of Slovenian 
destinations and providers is evaluated according to international 
standards. The first to receive the Slovenia Green Destination Gold 
certificate was Ljubljana, the Green Capital of Europe 2016. Numerous 
Slovenian tourist companies and stakeholders that create innovative 
green adventures and programmes with a minimum impact on the 
environment follow this example. For their efforts and activities, they are 
awarded the green international awards and certificates, such as the 
Green Globe and the EU Eco-daisy. Let green, active and healthy Slovenia 
embrace and captivate you!  
 
Green, how I want you green  
Slovenia's identity card is green. More than half of the country is covered in lush 
forests, making it one of the most forested countries in Europe. As a sustainable 
destination, the international organisations and media that are committed to a green 
future and reward examples of green practice, which contribute to a cleaner 
environment and a brighter future, also place it at the very top.  
 
The mission of the Slovenian Tourist Board is oriented towards sustainable 
change. It informs tourism providers about the significance of climate change and 
other impacts on tourism and the environment. The key strategical orientations of 
green tourism are incentives for the tourist economy to develop green models of 
operation, incentives for destinations to establish models of sustainable 
development based on sustainable indicators, and raising the awareness of 
tourists to adopt more sustainable lifestyles and environmentally friendly behaviour 
of their own. Green tourism in Slovenia covers all aspects of sustainable 
development:  
•   environmental perspective: minimising the pollution of air, water and soil 

and the quantity of waste produced by tourist service providers and visitors. In 
this way, providers maintain the quality and unique characteristics of the 
landscape and protect natural areas, habitats and animals; 

•   social perspective: maintaining and improving the quality of life in local 
communities, respect for and strengthening of the cultural heritage, tradition 
and diversity of the destination; 

•   economic perspective: providing the competitiveness and viability of tourist 
destinations and companies in order for them to continue developing and 
bringing benefits in the long run; 

•   climate perspective: reducing the impact of tourism on the climate and 
increasing the adjustment of tourism to climate change; 

•   corporate and social responsibility perspective: the operation of 
companies according to green principles which include sustainably oriented 
decision-making at all levels of the organisation. 

 
Slovenia Green: Green Scheme of Slovenian Tourism  
In order to achieve the strategic objectives, the Slovenian Tourist Board has 
introduced Slovenia Green, the Green Scheme of Slovenian tourism, for the first 
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time. This is a certification scheme covering all efforts for the sustainable 
development of tourism, offering destinations and providers real life tools to assess 
and improve their sustainable activities. So far, Ljubljana, the Green Capital of 
Europe 2016, can take pride in the certificate that it has received as the first 
Slovenian destination. Hotel Thermana Park in Laško, Koren Camp in 
Kobarid, Terme Snovik Thermal Spa in Kamnik, the Urška Tourist Farm 
in Slovenske Konjice, the organic country estate of Trnulja in Ljubljana 
and the Ortenia apartments were next to be recognised.  
 
Organically grown delicacies from Slovenia  
Slovenians foster a special relationship to healthy, home-grown food. Almost 
every Slovenian family grows vegetables and fruit in their own garden. Traditional 
and eco markets are packed full of organically grown delicacies from the 
countryside, distinguished by a higher level of nutrients and rich flavour.  A green, 
active and healthy country was given natural resources, different types of regions, 
richness in terms of landscape division and a large share of high-mountain farms. 
Many of them are specialised tourist farms. They offer a healthy environment to 
stay in and organically grown food, for which they hold a certificate from the 
authorised controlling organisation. Slovenia boasts almost 400 tourist farms which 
also offer accommodation and 300 excursion farms with an excellent culinary 
offer. You can often join the cook behind the range which burns wood and this is the 
reason why nostalgia wafts through the air. 
 
In organic farming, supervision over the production of crops according to the 
“garden-to-table” philosophy is ensured. In particular, larger tourism providers 
that cooperate with local food producers within a 60 kilometre radius follow this 
philosophy. In Slovenia, we thereby:   
 
•   support the local economy,   
•   eliminate the marketing risk of the product price being changed,  
•   contribute to a positive environmental footprint with a significantly lower 

amount of packaging and a smaller carbon footprint,  
•   connect the urban population with the countryside,  
•   return traditional culture to food production,  
•   provide for the preservation of biotic diversity.  

 
In 2014, as many as 3,298 farm holdings (which corresponds to 4.6 percent of all 
farms in Slovenia) were involved in ecological control and certified production. 
According to the data of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, the organic 
food market is increasing by approximately 10 per cent annually, whereby the 
number of organic production farms is also increasing.  
 
Green supply chains  
In the heart of Slovenia, the non-profit Jerina cooperative operates in accordance 
with the principles of social entrepreneurship, while providing for the 
sustainable development of the countryside.  It connects the wide tourist offer of 
adventure tourism composed of sustainable programmes of culinary, heritage, active 
and also business tourism. In it, more than 100 providers are joined that supply more 
than 60 public institutes, such as schools, kindergartens and homes for the elderly.  
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: WWW.SLOVENIA.INFO 


