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A star* for the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport, which is fitted as original 
equipment on the new BMW M3 and M4. 
 

For its two new models – the M3 and M4 – BMW has maintained its very exacting 
performance standards and as a result is fitting them with the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport 
tire.  

The Pilot Super Sport ensures that the M3 and M4 are able to offer the drivers of these cars 
the precise steering response and sporty handling characteristics that they demand, both on 
road and on track.  

For the tires that equip its vehicles, BMW is constantly seeking the right combination of 
sporty performance, exceptional grip and the ability to be used every day, which implies a 
certain level of driving comfort and long-lasting tires. MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport ensures a 
comfortable ride and superior precision in extreme driving conditions. 

Since 1986, when the first generation of the BMW M3 was released, Michelin has been the 
German carmaker strategic tire partner and has equipped all M series vehicles. 

To ensure that the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport delivers in all of these areas of performance 
for the BMW M3 – and even plays a key role in the car’s sporty driving – engineers from 
Michelin and BMW M GmbH worked together to develop the tire. This certification is another 
illustration of the long-standing tradition of successful partnership between the tire maker and 
the car manufacturer, which have always shared the same passion for superior automobile 
performance. 

For Michelin, the challenge was to meet the specifications set by BMW M GmbH, while 
maintaining the fundamentals that make Michelin tires unique, especially in terms of 
production quality and longevity. The proof that this challenge was successfully overcome is 
reflected in the fact that the Michelin Pilot Super Sport functions like a top-of-the-line racing 
tire while offering greater total mileage and enhanced safety for drivers and passengers 
alike. 

Sizes :  
255/40 ZR18 (95Y) TL Pilot Super Sport * 
275/40 ZR18 (99Y) TL Pilot Super Sport * 
255/35 ZR19 (92Y) TL Pilot Super Sport * 
275/35 ZR19 (100Y)XLTL Pilot Super Sport * 
 

*The star is a special marking displayed on Michelin tires to indicate that they were specifically designed for BMW 
vehicles.  
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Michelin, the leading tire company, is dedicated to sustainably improving the mobility of goods and people by 
manufacturing and marketing tires for every type of vehicle, including airplanes, automobiles, 
bicycles/motorcycles, earthmovers, farm equipment and trucks. It also offers electronic mobility support services 
on ViaMichelin.com and publishes travel guides, hotel and restaurant guides, maps and road atlases. 
Headquartered in Clermont-Ferrand, France, Michelin is present in more than 170 countries, has 111,200 
employees and operates 67 production plants in 17 different countries. The Group has a Technology Center in 
charge of research, development and process engineering, with operations in Europe, North America and Asia. 
(www.michelin.com)  

Michelin and BMW M: Key Figures 

Strategic partners since 1986 for the BMW M3 

� 100% of BMW M3/M4 fitted with the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport in 2014. 

� 60% BMW M5 equipped exclusively with the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport. 

� 60% BMW M6 equipped exclusively with the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport. 

 

� 5. The number of tracks on which the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport was tested on the BMW 

M3 and BMW M4. The tracks were Michelin's Ladoux circuit, BMW's Miramas test center, 

the Nürburgring circuit in Germany, the Charade circuit in France and BMW’s Aschheim 

Testcenter in Germany. 

� 9 is the number of test sessions conducted jointly by the car maker and the tire 

manufacturer.  

� 3884, is the number of prototypes tires developed in 19 months for these vehicles. 

 

Technical features of the MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport 

The MICHELIN Pilot Super Sport’s leading-edge technology combines a aramid reinforced belt, a Bi-
Compound tread band and the Variable Contact Patch 2.0.  

- The aramid belt is a high-density fiber primarily used in aeronautics whose key feature is its 
high traction resistance. Strong and light at the same time, aramid is five times more 
resistant than steel at equivalent weight. Thanks to its variable tension, the belt tightens the 
tread more than the shoulders so that centrifugal force is more effectively overcome and 
pressure is more evenly distributed. 

- Developed for racing tires, Bi-Compound technology uses different rubber compounds on 
the left and right sides of the tread. On the outside, an elastomer ensures exceptional 
endurance in tight cornering, while on the inside, a different elastomer combines with a 
special tread design to enable the tire, on wet pavement, to break through the water’s 
surface and adhere to even the slightest irregularities in the road. 

- The innovative feature of the Variable Contact Patch 2.0 is that it changes shape depending 
on actual driving conditions, thereby guaranteeing complete control of the vehicle. In this 
way, even as the patch’s shape changes when cornering, the amount of rubber in contact 
with the road remains the same. 


