
 

 

 
 

Internal Displacement throughout the world in 2012 
 

 
 The total number of people internally displaced by armed conflict, generalised violence 

and human rights violations worldwide as of the end of 2012 was estimated to be 28.8 
million.  

 
 This represents an increase of 2.4 million on the previous year, and is the highest figure 

IDMC has ever recorded.  
 

 Around 6.5 million people were newly displaced in 2012, almost twice as many as the 3.5 
million during 2011. 

 
 The conflicts in Syria and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) were responsible for 

around half of the new displacements, with 2.4 million and one million respectively, 
while an estimated 500,000 people fled their homes in both Sudan and India. 

 
 Reports suggest that there were more highly violent conflicts in Africa in 2012 than at 

any time since 1945. 
 
Middle East and North Africa 
 

 The largest regional increase in the number of internally displaced people (IDPs) in 2012 
was in the Middle East and North Africa, where 2.5 million people were forced to flee 
their homes.  

 
 There are now almost six million IDPs in the region, a rise of 40 per cent on the 2011 

total of 4.3 million.  
 

 From the beginning of the Arab Spring uprisings in early 2011, displacement across the 
region has snowballed. Libya and Yemen were worst affected in 2011, but in 2012 Syria 
was the regional hotspot with a five-fold increase in the number of IDPs.  

 
 By the end of the year, Syria was the world’s largest and fastest evolving crisis in terms 

of new displacement. The country now has more than three million IDPs, of whom over 
80 per cent were newly displaced during 2012. 

Africa 
 

 The region with the largest total number of IDPs was sub-Saharan Africa.  
 

 As of the end of 2012 it was hosting 10.4 million, almost a third of the world’s internally 
displaced population and an increase of 7.5 per cent compared with the year before.  

 
 Around 2.4 million people were newly displaced, of whom a million fled their homes as a 

result of escalating violence in DRC, which was the world’s second largest crisis in terms 
of new displacement in 2012.  



 

 

 
 In November, a new rebel group known as the March 23 Movement (M23) displaced 

140,000 people from the North Kivu capital of Goma in a single week.  
 

 The outbreak and escalation of conflict in Mali in 2012, fuelled by an influx of weapons 
from Libya, led to the displacement of at least 227,000 people.  

 
 Increased violence by the radical Islamist group Boko Haram in Nigeria also caused 

significant new displacements. 
 
Americas 
 

 The Americas region hosted the second largest number of IDPs in 2012 with a total of 5.8 
million, an increase of 3 per cent.  

 
 Colombia remains the country with the highest number of IDPs in the world, with a total 

of between 4.9 and 5.5 million. 
 

 Colombia’s internal armed conflict forced an estimated 230,000 people to flee their 
homes during the year. No new figures were available for Mexico, but census information 
showed that criminal violence caused displacement in the states most affected by drug 
cartel activity. 

 
Europe and Central Asia 
 

 The total number of IDPs remained stable at around 2.5 million, with the vast majority 
trapped in situations of protracted displacement, in many cases for 20 years or more.  

 
 Some new displacement was reported in Turkey, which has the largest number of IDPs 

in the region.  
 

 The number of IDPs in Azerbaijan, Cyprus and Georgia rose slightly as displaced children 
were still eligible to register as such. 

 
 Asia showed the second highest increase in new displacement after the Middle East and 

North Africa, with 1.4 million people forced to flee their homes during 2012, more than 
twice the number recorded in the previous 12 months.  

 
 In India, there was a ten per cent increase in new displacements in 2012, the result 

mainly of inter-communal violence in north-eastern Assam which caused up to 500,000 
people to flee their homes.  

 
 Military operations against non-state armed groups in Pakistan’s Federally Administered 

Tribal Areas caused more than 412,000 new displacements.  
 

 Despite these new displacements, the total number of IDPs in Asia at the end of 2012 
remained reasonably stable as compared to the previous year at 4.1 million.  

 
 With only 261,000 people reported as returning at the end of the year, this suggests that, 

as with many countries monitored, return movements were either under-reported or not 
reported at all. 

 
Return movements 



 

 

 
 Only 2.1 million people were reported as having returned in 2012, a decrease of around 

250,000 on the figure for 2011, though, again, overall figures suggest the number of IDPs 
who returned could be significantly higher.  

 
 In Libya, most of the country’s 243,000 IDPs managed to return following the fall of 

Muammar Qadhafi, but those alleged to have supported his regime were unable to go 
home because of fear of reprisal attacks.  

 
 In DRC, 450,000 people were reported to have returned, but large numbers of the 

country’s IDPs live in areas, both rural and urban, where humanitarian agencies struggle 
to identify and access them. Monitoring return movements with any accuracy is 
extremely difficult in such a context. 

 
 The identification of IDPs who do not live in camps is a key challenge to protecting, 

assisting and monitoring them. Similarly, the assessment of whether IDPs have achieved 
durable solutions, either by returning to their places of origin, integrating locally or 
settling elsewhere in the country, is also highly challenging when data on those living 
outside camps is so scarce. 


