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Hans Kemp’s 
stunning
photography
brings light to 
this place of 
wonder.

Author Tom 
Vater weaves 
context from 
the visions the 
images create.
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Burma, or Myanmar, is an ancient land across which 
many cultures have flourished throughout the ages, and in 
which many continue to live to this day. Its history in the last 
60 years has been one of repression, conflict and need, but 
the signs are now good that the nation is set to enter a new 
and happier phase.

Photographer and publisher Hans Kemp (Bikes of Burden, Sa-
cred Skin, Carrying Cambodia...) has created a book of superb 
quality that vividly captures the varied textures of this amaz-
ing land and its people. Writer Tom Vater (Beyond the Pancake 
Trench, The Devil’s Road to Kathmandu, The Cambodian Book of 
the Dead...) travelled throughout Burma with Hans and re-
corded their often arduous journey in fascinating style.

This is a book of stunning images that will remain in our 
hearts for a very long time. They live and breathe Burma and 
draw us towards it. Essential for anyone with even a vague 
interest: the more so if a visit is planned.

“ This is Burma, and it will be quite unlike any land 
you know about.”

- Rudyard Kipling, 1889


