
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
December 2012 

 

“CREATION WORSHIPS THE LAMB” 
Newly conserved panel on display in The Orb at York 

Minster from 3 December 2012 
 

A new treat awaits visitors to York this December, as The Orb – York Minster’s domed stained glass 

gallery – displays a medieval masterpiece, the newly conserved “Creation Worships the Lamb”. 

 

On public display from Monday 3 December, the work of art is the second of 36 that will be 

displayed as ‘Panel of the Month’ in The Orb, giving visitors a chance to see conserved works from 

the Great East Windows at close range for the first time in 600 years.  In an intricately designed 

scene from Revelation Chapter 5, all creatures on earth kneel to worship, although the subject of 

their worship is revealed in another panel. 

 

“This panel highlights the amazing skill of the artisans at York Glaziers’ Trust as they work on the 

Great East Window.  It had been repaired several times over the centuries, each time incorporating 

more lead which covered and obscured the beautifully-painted glass,” comments Mark Hosea, 

Project Director of the York Minster Revealed restoration and conservation project.  “The panel also 

illustrates the mastery of the original artists; for example, five distinct, recognisable species of fish 

appear at the bottom of the panel, which gives us an idea of the care and research that went into 

the creation of the window by medieval designer John Thornton and his team of glaziers.” 

 

When all the conserved panels are returned to the Great East Window, this and all the other panels 

in the same row - will be in a slightly different place, one position to the left.  This is because when 



the glass was removed to safeguard it from bombing during the Second World War, it was put back 

in the wrong place! 

 

“As we head into mid-winter, this is a wonderful time to come and visit York Minster – and our Orb 

looks particularly dramatic as it becomes dark outside, and the projections onto its metallic surface 

become more obvious,” says visitor operations manager, Michael Constantine.  “Spending an 

afternoon in York Minster, looking round The Orb towards the end of the afternoon and then staying 

for the beautifully-sung Evensong has to be the ideal antidote to the frenetic rush of Christmas 

shopping.  And as one of our visitors commented, The Orb looks like the biggest Christmas bauble 

you’ll have ever seen!” 

 

The Orb, and the new interactive galleries in York Minster’s East End, are just one part of the York 

Minster Revealed project, which will see all the Apocalypse panels from the Great East Window – 

the largest expanse of medieval stained glass in Europe – conserved, restoration of the stonework of 

the East Front, the construction of a new Piazza by the South Door, and the creation of a new visitor 

experience in the underground chambers beneath York Minster, set to open in late Spring 2013.  The 

project has been generously supported by a £10.5 million grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

York Minster is open daily.  Admission prices are £9.00 for adults and £8.00 for concessions, with 

children admitted free of charge.  The ticket is valid for a full year, enabling visitors to return to see 

the new panels each month. 

 

For more information, please visit www.yorkminster.org 

 

ENDS 

 

About York Minster Revealed  

The York Minster Revealed project is a five-year project scheduled for completion in early summer 

2016. It is the largest restoration and conservation project of its kind in the UK. The cost of the 

whole York Minster Revealed Project is £20 million, of which £10.5m has been generously supported 

with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). The remainder of the funding has been raised by 

York Minster.  

 

State-of-the-art multi-media galleries, new displays of historic collections and interactive 

interpretations will create new learning opportunities for all ages. Also improved access to and from 

the South Transept, Undercroft, Treasury and Crypt will totally transform the experience of visiting 

York Minster.  

 



The most recent part of York Minster Revealed was launched to the public in October 2012 and 

includes the contemporary elliptical stained-glass orb and interactive galleries in the East End of the 

Minster. Allowing visitors a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see, at close range, some of the 

magnificently restored panels of the Great East Window, England’s artistic equivalent to the Sistine 

Chapel. 

 

Coming soon in Spring 2013 will be the opening of the Undercroft; visitors can take an inspirational 

journey into the underground chambers of the vast Undercroft and Treasury, revealing York 

Minster’s past, present and future. Dynamic, new interactive displays will reveal the significance 

behind York Minster’s most treasured artefacts as never before, in a fascinating two thousand-year 

journey. 

 

About the Heritage Lottery Fund 

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a 

lasting difference for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient 

heritage economy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment 

and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  HLF has supported more than 

33,000 projects with more than £5 billion across the UK.  www.hlf.org.uk.   

 

For further media information, please contact: 

Jay Commins – PRO (Special projects) for York Minster 

Tel: 01904 500698 

Mob: 07810 546567 

Email: jay@pyperyork.co.uk 
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YORK MINSTER ENTERS THE BUSIEST TIME 

OF THE YEAR WITH PACKED PROGRAMME 
 

With Christmas fast approaching, York Minster has revealed a packed and inspiring programme of 

services, concerts and family activities as it heads into the festive season. 

 

Indeed, alongside the traditional – and not so traditional – Advent and Christmas services, visitors to 

York Minster can enjoy a diverse programme of events, workshops and tours, providing families with 

a fun and engaging escape from the hectic streets of York.  Activities range from new crafting 

workshops led by experts (Saturdays in December) for both adults and children, to self-guided tours 

using the resources in the Family Back Pack.  The new Orb – being described by visitors as the 

world’s largest b’Orb’le - and hands-on interactive zones in the East End are also proving 

exceptionally popular, telling the story of the glaziers and stone masons who have worked over the 

centuries on one of the world’s most significant medieval masterpieces. 

 

Six of the best… family activities at York Minster 
 

1 Christmas Tree-Top Angels family craft workshop, 8 December 2012 

2 Create a ‘Christingle’, 15 December 2012 

3 Traditional Christmas wreath-making, 22 December 2012 

4 Crib Service, 24 December at 12 noon – the largest unrehearsed nativity in the country!  

Come dressed as a shepherd, angel, star – or even a Power Ranger.  Everyone welcome! 

5 The Quest for Christmas trail, a downloadable trail that encourages families to explore 

York Minster to find festive furnishings, seasonal stonework and a host of other 



reminders of Christmas within the historic building.  The trail can be downloaded from 

the York Minster website. 

6 Christmas Craft downloads – York Minster’s education team has put together a series of 

Christmassy craft projects to complete at home, including pine cone trees, handmade 

stockings and decoupage baubles.  Bring them along to show the Minster team your 

handiwork! 

 

For more information, or to book places on any of the workshops, please visit 

www.yorkminster.org/whatson  

 

ENDS 

 

For further media information, please contact: 

Jay Commins – PRO (special projects) for York Minster 

Tel: 01904 500698 

Mob: 07810 546567 

Email: jay@pyperyork.co.uk 
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A MUSICAL DECEMBER FOR YORK MINSTER 
 

Music has been at the heart of worship in York for over 1,000 years, so it will be of little surprise to 

know that music plays such an important part in the Christmas celebrations each year.  At York 

Minster, the ancient tradition is being kept uniquely alive by a remarkable, young group of 

musicians, under the leadership of director of music, Robert Sharpe. 

 

York Minster Choir 

 

With a world-wide reputation for excellence, the York Minster Choir comprises boy and girl 

choristers aged 7-13, choral scholars and Songmen.  The chorister duties are split evenly between 

boys and girls, sharing the eight sung services each week equally, and often joining forces for the 

larger Christmas and Easter services to create a sound to rival any cathedral choir in the country.  

December is an exceptionally busy time for the choristers, with several carol concerts and special 

services in addition to their normal schedule. 

 

Indeed, whilst their schoolmates break up for Christmas in mid-December, daily rehearsals continue 

for the choristers right up to 25 December, with the young singers playing a major role in all of York 

Minster’s Christmas Day services. 

 

York Minster is the only UK cathedral choir offering this equal split of duties between boys and girls 

that does not require students to board.  Competition for places in the choir is high, with auditions 

taking place each January for entry.  All choristers attend the neighbouring Minster School. 

 



Men’s voices in the choir are provided by the Songmen and Choral Scholars -usually students at 

York’s Universities, who join the Minster Choir for the duration of their studies in the city. 

 

 

Midnight Eucharist, 24 December 

 

To ensure that the York Minster Choristers remain fresh for their Christmas Day duties, York Minster 

has relied for a number of years on another local group of talented young musicians to provide the 

music for the Midnight Eucharist. 

 

The St William’s Singers largely comprise former Minster choristers and their friends, a group of 

around 50 gifted singers who continue the musical tradition, accompanied by York Young Soloists, an 

orchestra of local students recruited and directed by Sophie Lockett, a professional violinist who 

returns from London each year to her parents’ home in York.   

 

“The Midnight Eucharist is regarded by many worshippers as one of the most important and special 

services in the calendar. It is a true testament to the skills of this group of around 80 young people 

that we know we can entrust the music for this service to them,” comments York Minster’s 

Precentor, Canon Peter Moger.  “York Minster has always had a fantastic reputation for fostering 

young talent, with some of our alumni pursuing professional careers in vocal and instrumental 

music.  We consider ourselves very fortunate that we have these two groups who are willing, able 

and enthusiastic to help with the busy and high-profile calendar of worship at York Minster.” 

 

The organists 

 

The playing of the organ at York Minster is shared by director of music, Robert Sharpe, assistant 

director of music, David Pipe, and organ scholar, Nicholas Haigh.  Appointed to York Minster at the 

age of 38, Robert  is one of the youngest musicians to head up a music department.  The three 

organists themselves form part of York Minster’s pool of exciting and fresh young talent. 

ENDS 

 

For further media information, please contact: 

Jay Commins – PRO (special projects) for York Minster 

Tel: 01904 500698 

Mob: 07810 546567 

Email: jay@pyperyork.co.uk  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Six of the best… 

carol concerts and musical performances 
 

Even though the famous York Minster Carol Concerts (7 and 14 December) and Carols by Candlelight 

(19-21 December) have already sold out, there are still plenty of performances to enjoy throughout 

Advent. 

 

1 Handel’s Messiah, performed by York Musical Society, 8 December 

2 Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths (FSID) Carol Service, 15 December 

3 A Ceremony of Carols, by the Ebor Singers on 15 December in York Minster’s Chapter 

House 

4 La Nativité du Seigneur, a meditative organ recital with readings on 17 December 

5 Daily Evensong (Tuesday – Saturday  5.15pm, Sunday 4.15pm), sung  by the celebrated 

York Minster Choir  

6 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, 23 & 24 December – a service of readings and carols 

from the Minster Choir and Christmas hymns for the congregation 

 

For more information, or for the latest ticket availability for any of the concerts, please visit 

www.yorkminster.org 
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MAKE YOUR OWN CHRISTMAS AT YORK 

MINSTER 
 

From the stunning stained glass to the embroidered kneeling pads depicting the twelve days of 

Christmas, York Minster’s artisans and craftspeople have a long tradition of creating works of art.  

This Christmas, they are sharing those skills in a series of workshops for children and adults. 

 

The expanded programme of craft workshops for adults originated from parents watching their 

children make model grotesques and stained glass angels.  In response to popular demand, the 

result is two specially-created hands-on activity days for adults, to complement the family craft 

workshops taking place over three Saturdays in December.   

 

On Saturday 8 December, young visitors – ably assisted by parents and York Minster’s learning team 

– will create their very own unique angels, inspired by those that appear in the windows of York 

Minster, to hang on the top of the Christmas tree.   In the afternoon, crafty adults will be guided by 

the York Minster Broderers to create festive embroidery inspired by the altar of the St Nicholas 

Chapel.  The setting for the workshop, the octagonal Chapter House, is particularly inspirational so 

some stunning pieces of work are anticipated! 

 

The following Saturday, 15 December, preparations are underway for the Christingle service on 

Sunday 16 December, so children will be decorating oranges with ribbons, sweets, spices and 

candles.  During the afternoon, the York Minster flower arrangers will lead a workshop to create 

stunning table centrepieces, ideal for the Christmas dining table, using foliage gathered from the 



Minster grounds.  The session includes a brief adjournment to the Treasurer’s House Tea Room to 

enjoy a warming glass of mulled wine and a Christmas pudding scone with brandy butter. 

 

Rounding off the family workshops on Saturday 22 December, families can pool their skills to create 

traditional Christmas wreaths from fresh foliage, learning a little more about how the rings of 

evergreen foliage became so popular at Christmas, and taking home their own design to hang on the 

front door. 

 

The family craft workshops cost £2.50 per person, plus standard admission to York Minster (£9.00 

per adult with up to four children) and run from 10.00am to 12 noon on Saturday 2, 15 and 22 

December.  The adult workshops (Festive Embroidery on 8 December and Stunning Centrepieces on 

15 December) cost £25.00 per participant, including admission to York Minster.  Booking for all the 

workshops is essential, please visit www.yorkminster.org to reserve places. 

 

ENDS 

 

For further media information, please contact: 

Jay Commins – PRO (Special projects) York Minster  

Tel: 01904 500698 

Mob: 07810 546567 

Email: jay@pyperyork.co.uk 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Six of the best…  

things to do in York Minster during Advent 
 

1 Track the three Wise Men as they make their way from the East End of York Minster 

towards the Crib, located in the North Transept. 

2 Explore The Orb, our dome of discovery featuring some of the conserved panels from 

the Great East Window.  A new panel, “Creation Worships the Lamb”, will be on display 

from 3 December to 7 January 2013. 

3 Visit the Children’s Chapel for a host of family fun activities, including puppets, 

storytelling and the Discovery Back Pack – a wonderful way to explore York Minster a 

little better.  Additional events and activities throughout December. 

4 The Advent Wreath, believed to be the largest suspended Advent Wreath in the country, 

hangs on a wire running from the top of the Central Tower.  One candle is lit each 

Sunday in December during the 10.00am Sunday service, and the candles remain lit 

throughout December. 

5 Enjoy a panoramic view of York’s Christmas lights from the top of the Tower, with 

regular tours up the 275 steps up to the city’s highest vantage point. 

6 Angels are everywhere in York Minster.  How many can you spot in the stained glass or 

in the stone carvings around the building? 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspirational services 
 

Daily worship sits at the heart of everything York Minster does, and the regular services continue 

throughout the Christmas period.  However, there are a number of special services in the Christmas 

programme which each look at a new aspect of the Holy season. 

 

The Christingle Service, 16 December.  A popular service with families: bring along your Christingle 

to celebrate Christ the Light of the World (Christingle-making workshops available on 15 December). 

 

The Crib Service, 24 December.  This is a Nativity like you have never seen before – completely 

unrehearsed, with children invited to come along in costume to take part, whether they be angels, 

shepherds, kings, donkeys  - or even superheroes! 

 

Midnight Eucharist, 24 December.  A special service to herald the birth of Christ, with music 

provided  by the St William’s Singers –– and York Young Soloists. 

 

Christmas Day services: Holy Communion at 8.00am, Sung Eucharist at 10.00am, Choral Matins at 

11.45am and Evensong at 4.00pm. 

 

For more information or a full listing of all services at York Minster, please visit www.yorkminster.org 

 


