
 
 
 
Family PLUS Backgrounder 
 
Six years ago, Boys & Girls Clubs of America and Kimberly-Clark Corporation launched 
an initiative to expand and re-define family strengthening throughout the Boys & Girls 
Club Movement. The Family PLUS program believes that young people have a better 
chance for success when some of the life skills taught in Clubs are reinforced at home.  
 
Family PLUS (Parents Leading, Uniting, Serving) is a comprehensive family 
strengthening strategy developed by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA). Family 
PLUS allows Boys & Girls Clubs to partner with families, ensuring that parents and 
caregivers have the opportunities and assistance they need to improve their children’s 
lives. Why? Because we believe that children do well when families do well, and families 
do better when they live in supportive communities. 

This is a shared passion by Kimberly-Clark and BGCA for the health and well-being of 
families. Through the Family PLUS initiative, we have been able to provide many Clubs 
with a source of funding for their family strengthening efforts but, more importantly, 
offer Clubs the tools, resources and strategies to start or expand such programs and 
services.  

The Family PLUS strategy has really changed the way Clubs think about family 
support.  Family Strengthening components are now integrated into other programming 
developed by BGCA at the national level, and Clubs are encouraged to think about how 
to include and support parents and caregivers in all of their offerings as well. What’s 
more, the number of Clubs reporting that they offer family support services has ballooned 
– from 500 Clubs in 2005 to some 2,000 in 2010.  

There are five components to Family PLUS: 
1. Kinship Care 
2. Father Involvement 
3. Economic Opportunity 
4. Outreach Strategies 
5. Family Advocacy Network (FAN) Club 

 
In 2011 the Family PLUS program and Kimberly-Clark are teaming up with BGCA Club 
Alumni Lucille O’Neal to launch a nationwide search for the “Most Inspirational Mom.” 
Three moms will win full-ride scholarships to University of Phoenix and a Kimberly-
Clark back-to-school survival kit, which includes a one-year supply of its well-known 
brands such as Viva, Kleenex, Cottenelle and Huggies.  
 
For more information on Family PLUS, please visit familyplus.bgca.org. 


