
 
 
Family PLUS Fact Sheet 

 
 Family PLUS stands for Parents Leading, Uniting and Serving.  
 Family PLUS is a comprehensive family strengthening strategy developed by 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America in 2005. 
 Family PLUS, made possible by funding from Kimberly-Clark Corporation,  

enables parents and caregivers to have the opportunities and assistance they need 
to improve their kids’ lives. 

 Since its inception, the Family PLUS initiative has helped thousands of parents 
increase their skills in areas such as improved family relationships, financial 
literacy and educational attainment. 

 The five components to Family PLUS are: Kinship Care, Father Involvement, 
Economic Opportunity, Outreach Strategies and Family Advocacy Network 
(FAN) Club. 

 In 2005, 500 Clubs conducted Family PLUS; Last year some 2,000 Clubs 
conducted Family PLUS, serving nearly 104,000 families. 

 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) 

 
 4 million kids are served by 4,000 Clubs around the country. 
 200,000 staff and volunteers support Boys & Girls Clubs. 
 46 percent of Club kids come from a single parent household.  
 63 percent of Club members qualify for free or reduced lunches. 
 Kimberly-Clark has been a partner of BGCA for more than 25 years. 

 
Why is Family PLUS needed? The following numbers speak to the struggles families 
in the United States are experiencing: 

 
 The median income for single parent women head of households with children 

under six years old is roughly 1/4 that of two parent households. (National Survey 
of Families and Households) 

 Single parent women experience the highest rate of unemployment, and receive 
the lowest rate of pay regardless of their education. (Economic Roundtable, 2004) 

 Nearly one-third of all single mothers – 32 percent – live below the poverty line. 
(U.S. Census Bureau)  

 One out of 4 kids drop out of high school. 
 Thirty percent of kids are obese or overweight. 
 Juvenile crime escalates from 3-8 p.m. 
 Twenty percent of youth live in poverty. 
 According to the most recent U.S. Census Bureau, only 45.4% of Americans had 

a job during 2010, which was the lowest employment level since 1983. 
 According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average length of 

unemployment in the U.S. is now an all-time record 39 weeks. 
 According to Mortgage Bankers Association, at least 8 million Americans are at 

least one month behind on their mortgage payments. 
 According to the Federal Reserve, between 2007 and 2009 median household net 

worth in the U.S. fell by 23 percent. 


