
 
 
 

 

 

Rheingau region 

Concert Hall Kurhaus 

Opelvillen 

TOP 10 day excursion suggestions from Frankfurt 

 

Did you know that all of the many highlights waiting to be discovered in the Frankfurt Rhine-

Main region can be reached in an hour or less from the Frankfurt Airport? Whether you’re off 

to Rüdesheim on the Rhine or Aschaffenburg on the Main, day excursions are a piece of 

cake! Read on and get to know our top ten destinations for short visits. The stated times are 

traveling times from the Frankfurt Airport. 

 

Rüdesheim / Bingen 

40 min. by car / 1.20 hrs. by train 

 

 

In Rüdesheim and Bingen you can sit down at 

the winemakers table and taste culinary delights 

from the region. The Rheingau Region is famous 

for its river landscapes and vineyards, producing 

amongst others the well-known Riesling. A must in 

this part of the region is a mini-cruise on the Rhine 

River, an unforgettable experience!  

 

 

Wiesbaden 

20 min. by car / 35 min. by train 

 

Sophisticated Wiesbaden is dominated by one 

colour: green! Parks and tree-lined boulevards 

spread throughout the city. Must-sees include the 

famous city theatre and the “Kurhaus” with its 

historical casino. Great views are guaranteed on 

the Neroberg Mountain, which can be climbed on 

the historical mountain train - already a highlight in 

itself. Wiesbaden is also a wonderful destination 

to treat yourself: why not end a day of shopping 

and sightseeing in the Kaiser-Friedrich-Therme, a 

historical Art Nouveau style bath. 

 

 

Rüsselsheim 

15 min. by car / 10 min. by train 

 

Rüsselsheim comfortably combines both 

medieval and industrial history. Visitors can 

explore the Rüsselsheimer fortification, one of the 

region’s most important and completely restored 

forts. A leap in time, travelers should then visit the 

Museum of Industry, the Opelvillen art center or 

the Opel Forum. The last one also is the starting 

point for tours of the Opel car factory. 

http://www.ruedesheim.de/en
http://www.bingen.de/en/
http://www.wiesbaden.de/en/tourism/index.php
http://www.ruesselsheim.de/en/startseite.html


 
 
 

 

 

Johannisburg Castle Aschaffenburg 

Sprudelhof spa Bad Nauheim 

Erbach 

Bad Nauheim (ca. 35 min.) 

30 min. by car / 60 min. by train 

 

Bad Nauheim is called the “health” city, for good 

reasons: Around 1900, it belonged to the most 

popular spa cities in Germany, and even today its 

various health establishments are hidden pearls, 

surrounded by parks and green areas. Bad 

Nauheim has the biggest Jugendstil (Art 

Nouveau) spa establishment in Europe. In June 

the town transforms into a paradise of roses 

during the annual Rose Festival, whereas in every 

year in August, it celebrates the King of Rock n’ 

Roll on the European Elvis Festival. 

 

 

Aschaffenburg 

30 min. by car / 50 min. by train 

 

An idyllic, historical town in the Bavarian part of 

the region: Aschaffenburg is 1.000 years old and 

the romantic old town with interesting sights casts 

a spell over its many visitors. Sweeping green 

spaces and parks such as Schönbusch Park give 

the town a cheerful, southern-European flair. A 

special highlight is the Johannisburg Castle, one 

of the major buildings of the German 

Renaissance. Being located on the right bank of 

the Main River, the bright red sandstone 

fortification can already be seen from afar.  

 

 

Michelstadt / Erbach 

60 min. by car / 1.45 hrs. by train 

 

Michelstadt is best explored on foot. Here, 

guests can marvel at fabulous examples of 

traditional half-timbered architecture; with its high 

steeples and Late-Gothic timber framing, the town 

hall is especially worth a visit. Travelers shouldn’t 

miss to visit the half-timbered “Kellereihof”, a 

former castle complex, today housing two 

museums for young and old: the Museum of local 

history and the Toy Museum. Directly connected 

to Michelstadt is Erbach, a town that entices with 

the enchanting Erbach Castle, an orangery,  

and a medieval city center. 

 

http://www.bad-nauheim.com/
http://www.aschaffenburg.eu/
http://www.tourismus-odenwald.de/index.php?id=1780
http://www.tourismus-odenwald.de/erleben/kultur-erleben/staedte-schloesser-burgen/historische-staedte/erbach-im-odenwald/


 
 
 

 

 

Leather Museum 

Goldsmith’s Museum Hanau 

Kur Royal Day Spa 

 

Bad Homburg v.d. Höhe 
25 min. by car / 45 min. by train 

 
On an excursion to the spa city Bad Homburg, 

the day can be spent in the soothing waters of the 

Kur Royal Day Spa. Since the end of the 19th 

century the Kaiser-Wilhelm thermal baths, former 

bath of the kings and emperors, have been open 

for the public. It’s located in Bad Homburg’s 

beautiful Kurpark which is designed as an English 

garden with historical monuments hidden in every 

corner. There, guests will also find the Taunus 

Therme, an open air thermal bath. 

 

 

Offenbach 

20 min. by car / 45 min. by train 

 

Offenbach is the perfect city for shopping some 

real quality-leather! In addition to the year-round 

opened Leather Museum, the city hosts the 

annual International Leather Goods Fair. This 

Another important attraction is the Klingspor 

Museum, which is dedicated to the calligraphy 

and typography of the 20th Century.  

 

 

Hanau 

20 min. by car / 40 min. by train 

 

Hanau is the home town of the famous  

Brothers Grimm, and “fairytale” are not only the 

works of the brothers. There’s the former spa 

Wilhelmsbad with its Kurhaus, the “medieval” 

ruin from the 18th century and the puppet 

museum, the latter being one of the nine 

museums in Hanau. The Philippsruhe Castle is 

just another impressive building, located directly 

on the Main River. The appertaining park is also 

the setting of the annual Brothers Grimm 

Fairytale Festival, where young and old get 

spell bound every year. Hanau also organizes 

the biggest and most beautiful  

farmer’s market in the region that takes place  

every Wednesday and Saturday from 8 am to 2 pm. 

  

https://www.offenbach.de/index.php
http://www.hanau.de/tourismus/index.html


 
 
 

 

 

Mathildenhöhe Darmstadt  

Darmstadt 

20 min. by car / 35 min. by train 

 

Darmstadt is the city of Jugendstil and a city to 

feel comfortable in. Mathildenhöhe, an over one 

hundred years old artist colony, is an absolute 

highlight for lovers of art and architecture. After 

exploring the Mathildenhöhe, visitors should pass 

by the very special residential building complex 

“Waldspirale” (wooded spiral). The name reflects 

both the general design of the building and the 

fact that trees actually grow on the roof.  

 

  

http://www.darmstadt-tourismus.de/en.html


 
 
 

 

 

Day Tours in Frankfurt Rhine-Main 

 

The diversity of the Frankfurt Rhine-Main region can be discovered even in a day. Within its 

boundaries, apart from the Alps or a coastline, Frankfurt Rhine-Main boasts everything that is 

associated with Germany: great food and wine, half-timbered houses in historical towns, 

rivers and mountains. No other region in Germany has such a wide range of options within 

such short distances! The following tours are suggestions for day excursions from Frankfurt.  

 

Tour 1: Historical Highlights 

 
Start off in Frankfurt visiting the famous Römerberg 

medieval town hall square in the most historic part of 

the city. Then proceed to Offenbach and discover its 

highlights including the history of leather production in 

the town’s fantastic German Leather Museum. Move on 

to the romantic town of Seligenstadt and discover the 

Einhardsbasilika which shows the deep religious nature 

of the Middle Ages. Last stop for the day is 

Michelstadt. Marvel at fabulous examples of traditional 

half-timbered architecture; with its high steeples and 

Late-Gothic timber framing, the town hall is especially 

worth a visit.  

 

Approximate travel times by car:  

Frankfurt - Offenbach 20 min., Offenbach - Seligenstadt 

30 min., Seligenstadt - Michelstadt 50 min., Michelstadt - Frankfurt 70 min. 

 

Tour 2: Day on the Rhine River 
 
Have an unforgettable day on the Rhine River. Start by 

heading to Wiesbaden-Biebrich to catch the KD River 

boat for a cruise to Rüdesheim. There you can take a 

ride on the cable car up to the massive Niederwald 

Monument. Join a guided walk through the Rheingau 

vineyards to learn how grapes are grown and wine is 

priduced. Afterwards, catch your boat again to cross the 

Rhine and attend a wine tasting by one of the local 

winegrowers in Bingen, whilst enjoying the magnificent 

view over the beautiful Upper Middle Rhine valley. End 

your day with visit of the Kurhaus in Wiesbaden and try 

your luck at its famous casino. 

 

Approximate travel times:  

Frankfurt - Wiesbaden-Biebrich 45 min. by train, Wiesbaden-

Biebrich - Rüdesheim 70 min. by boat, Rüdesheim - Bingen 15 

min. by boat, Bingen - Wiesbaden 50 min.  

by train, Wiesbaden - Frankfurt 45 min. by train 

 

Römerberg 
 

Einhardsbasilika 
 

Rheingau region 
 

Bingen 
 

http://www.frankfurt-tourismus.de/en/
https://www.offenbach.de/index.php
http://www.seligenstadt.de/index.phtml?object=tx|1803.230
http://www.tourismus-odenwald.de/index.php?id=1780
https://www.k-d.com/en/home/
https://www.k-d.com/en/home/
http://www.ruedesheim.de/en
http://www.bingen.de/en/
http://www.wiesbaden.de/en/tourism/index.php


 
 
 

 

 

Tour 3: Health & Wellness Day 
 
The cities of Bad Homburg and Bad Nauheim both offer 

a great variety of spa and wellness facilities. For 

instance you could visit the elegant Kur-Royal Day Spa, 

located in Bad Homburg’s beautiful Kurpark which is 

designed as an English garden with historical 

monuments hidden in every corner. Bad Nauheim has 

the biggest Jugendstil (Art Nouveau) spa establishment 

in Europe. In June the town transforms into a paradise 

of roses during the annual Rose Festival, whereas in 

every year in August, it celebrates the King of Rock n’ 

Roll on the European Elvis Festival. 

 

Approximate travel time by car:  

Frankfurt - Bad Homburg 25 min., Frankfurt - Bad Nauheim 

35 min. 

 

 

Tour 4: Castles and Palaces Tour 
 

Start your day in Hanau and visit the Philippsruhe 

Castle with its beautiful amphitheatre in the park. Then 

drive on to the Johannisburg Castle in Aschaffenburg, 

the landmark of the city and one of the major buildings 

of the German Renaissance. The bright red sandstone 

fortification can be seen from miles away. Continue 

south to Erbach in the Odenwald region. The Erbach 

Castle was first built in the 12th century, but got its 

current look from the 17th century. Today, the castle is 

a museum that invites visitors to marvel at the different 

rooms with their uncountable exhibits. End your day 

back in Hoechst, a district of Frankfurt. The Hoechst 

castle’s museum and the beautiful old town make this 

formerly independent village worth visiting. 

 

Approximate travel time by car:  

Frankfurt - Hanau 30 min, Hanau - Aschaffenburg 20 min., Aschaffenburg - Erbach 50 min., Erbach - 

Hoechst 70 min. 

  

Bad Nauheim 
 

Bad Homburg 
 

Philippsruhe Castle 
 

Johannisburg Castle 
 

http://www.bad-homburg-tourismus.de/en/
http://www.bad-nauheim.com/
http://www.hanau.de/tourismus/index.html
http://www.aschaffenburg.eu/
http://www.tourismus-odenwald.de/erleben/kultur-erleben/staedte-schloesser-burgen/historische-staedte/erbach-im-odenwald/
http://www.frankfurt-tourismus.de/en/Media/Attraktionen/Bauwerke/Alt-Hoechst


 
 
 

 

 

Further Information 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact us! 

 

Contact: 

Charlotte Jakobsen 

+49 (0)6201 60208-21 

Charlotte.jakobsen@tourcomm-germany.com 

 

www.frankfurt-rhein-main.de 

www.ruedesheim.de 

www.bingen.de 

www.wiesbaden.de 

www.darmstadt-tourismus.de 

www.bad-homburg-tourismus.de 

www.offenbach.de 

www.hanau.de 

www.aschaffenburg.eu 

www.ruesselsheim.de 

www.bad-nauheim.com 

www.tourismus-odenwald.de 

www.bahn.com 

 

All tours can be made by car. Alternatively we 

recommend the Hesse ticket (valid for up to 5 people). 

Price starts from 6.60 euro per person. Prices include 

travel via RMV transportation (bus, rail, suburban 

trains), additional admission charges are excluded. 

Price variations are possible. The Hesse ticket is not 

valid on the long-distance trains of the Deutsche Bahn 

AG (IC, EC or ICE) 

http://www.frankfurt-rhein-main.de/cms/tourismussuite/en/region/index.html
http://www.ruedesheim.de/en
http://www.bingen.de/en/
http://www.wiesbaden.de/en/tourism/index.php
http://www.darmstadt-tourismus.de/en.html
http://www.bad-homburg-tourismus.de/en/
https://www.offenbach.de/index.php
http://www.hanau.de/tourismus/index.html
http://www.aschaffenburg.eu/
http://www.aschaffenburg.eu/
http://www.ruesselsheim.de/en/startseite.html
http://www.bad-nauheim.com/
http://www.bad-nauheim.com/
http://www.tourismus-odenwald.de/
http://www.bahn.com/i/view/USA/en/index.shtml%0c
http://www.rmv.de/en/Fahrkarten/Die_richtige_Fahrkarte/Fahrkarten_im_Ueberblick/Tageskarten/42096/Hessenticket.html

