
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Vivek Murthy 
Surgeon General 
The United States of America 

 
 
 

Dear Dr. Murthy 
 
 
 

As you know, Prescription Drug Abuse is the #1 Public Crisis facing America for the last 
several years, causing more deaths than traffic accidents and guns. Over the last 15 
years, more than 500,000 Americans, including the young, have died from drug 
overdoses. The emotional suffering is immense, and the financial burden on the society is 
enormous as the cost of prescription drugs and the treatment of abuse being paid for by 
health insurance companies that is passed on to tax payers and society as a whole has 
amounted to trillions of dollars over the last 15 years. 
 
It is surprising that in spite of the magnitude of this problem, the Prescription Drug 
Epidemic or Drug Addiction has not been listed in the Surgeon General's "Call to Action" 
which included issues such as deep vein thrombosis, breast feeding, oral health, skin 
cancer, walk for fitness, among others.  Each of the items listed in the Surgeon General’s 
Call to Action is important in its own right but given the magnitude of the prescription drug 
abuse epidemic, we urge you to consider including the "Prescription Drug Abuse 
Epidemic" in the next “Call to Action” to give this topic the attention it deserves. 
 
We feel that your recognition of the importance of this health issue and its inclusion in the 
"Call to Action" will further increase awareness and much needed and long overdue 
discussion on this critical topic. 

 
 
 
 

Best Regards. 
 
Members of the Board of Directors, American Pain Association 
www.painassociation.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Undersigned: 
 
Dr. Edgar L. Ross 

Director, Pain Management Center 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

Harvard Medical School 
 
Dr. Paul J. Christo 

Pain Medicine Specialist 

Host of Aches and Gains 

John Hopkins Hospital 
 
Dr. Francis M. Ferrante 

Director, Pain Management Center 

Professor of Clinical Anesthesia and Medicine 

David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
 
Dr. Vikas Patel 

Professor, Chief of Orthopedic Spine 

University of Colorado 
 
Dr. Ashwini Sharan, MD FACS 

Professor of Neurosurgery and Neurology 

Thomas Jefferson University 
 
Michael Sabia, MD 

Division Head Pain Management 

Pain Medicine Fellowship Director 

Cooper Medical School of Rowan University 
 
Dr. Steven Falowski 

Director, Functional Neurosurgery 

St. Lukes University Health Network 
 
Dr. Jianguo Cheng 

Director, Pain Program 

Vice President, American Academy of Pain Medicine 

Cleveland Clinic 

 
Dr. Mohab Ibrahim 

Director, Pain Center 

Arizona Health Sciences Center 
 
Dr. Lynn Kohan 

Director, Pain Management 

University of Virginia 
 
Dr. Kimberley K. Haynes-Henson 

Director, Pain Program 

University of Nebraska Medical Center 
 
Dr. Dajie Wang Director, Pain 

Center Jefferson University 

Hospitals 
 
Dr. Harry Gould 

Director, Pain Program 

LSU Health Sciences Center 
 
Dr. Jung Kim 

Director, Pain Program 

Mount Sinai/St Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital 
 
Dr. Sayed Wahezi 

Director, Pain Program 

Montefiore Medical Center 
 
Dr. Kanakadurga R. Poduri 

Chair, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

University of Rochester Medical Center 
 
Dr. William J. Maloney 

Clinical Associate Professor 

NYU College of Denistry 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Undersigned: 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Sanjay Gupta 

Executive Producer 

Health Time TV 
 
Dr. Padma Gulur 

Director, Pain Program 

UC Irvine Health 
 
Dr. Gary Glynn 

Chief of PM&R 

LSU Health Sciences Center 
 
Laura T. Perryman 

CEO, Stim Wave Technologies 
 
Daniel N. Chicoine 

Chairman, Nuvo Research 
 
George Anastassov 

CEO, Axim Biotechnologies 
 

Anthony P. Mack 

CEO, Scilex Pharma 
 
Ajay D. Wasan, MD, MSc 

Professor of Anesthesiology and Psychiatry 

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Vice Chair for Pain Medicine, Dept. of Anesthesiology 

 

Dr. Devi Nampiaparampil 
Associate Professor, NYU School of Medicine 
Medical Contributor, Fox 5 NY 


