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Cooperation agreement “Hansa PowerBridge” 
 
With “Hansa PowerBridge” another interconnector across the Baltic Sea 
enters planning phase 
 
A new high voltage direct-current (HVDC) sea-cable is planned to strengthen the 
connection between the Swedish and the German transmission grids. Details on 
the so called “Hansa PowerBridge” are defined by a cooperation agreement, 
which was signed by the transmission system operators Svenska kraftnät and 
50Hertz on Friday.  
 
After the project partners had signed a memorandum of understanding in March 
2014, they now enter the phase of detailed planning. 
 
“The joint project is an important step towards a single European electricity mar-
ket. It enhances the security of supply in both countries and increases efficient 
cross-border utilization of renewable generation capacities further – to the bene-
fit of the Swedish and the German electricity customers and Europe as a whole”, 
says Chief Executive Officer of Svenska kraftnät, Mikael Odenberg. 
 
Before signing the cooperation agreement, feasibility studies have proven con-
crete benefits for the grid-areas of both countries and Europe: The Swedish 
market can profit from surplus wind-generated electricity from the north-east of 
Germany. Vice versa, electricity from Swedish hydro-power plants can be fed 
into the German grid when winds on the continent are low. 
 
“With the signed agreement we reach an important milestone for a project – 
opening best perspectives: The ‘Hansa PowerBridge’ can establish a well ad-
justable long-distance connection from Scandinavia via the north-east to the 
south of Germany, fostering Germany’s as well as Europe’s successful energy 
transition towards more renewable power generation”, says Chief Executive Of-
ficer of 50Hertz, Boris Schucht. 
 
The interconnector will have a length of about 300 kilometres. It shall link the 
location of Güstrow substation in German Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania with 
a grid connection point in the south of Sweden. By the year 2025 a transmission 
capacity of 700 megawatts shall be established.  A possible capacity increase of 
the connection may be considered in the future.  
 
 
With over 900 collaborators, 50Hertz handles the operation and the expansion of the trans-
mission network. Furthermore, the company is responsible for the management of the overall 
electrical system throughout the German Länder of Berlin, Brandenburg, Hamburg, Mecklen-
burg-Western Pomerania, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia. As transmission system 
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operator active in the Central European market, 50Hertz is responsible for the secure integra-
tion of renewable energies, the development of the European electricity market and for main-
taining a high level of security of supply. Since 2010, Belgian grid operator Elia and Australian 
infrastructure fund IFM Investors are shareholders of 50Hertz, holding stakes of 60 percent 
and 40 percent respectively. As a European transmission system operator, 50Hertz is part of 
the Elia Group and a member of ENTSO-E, the European Network of Transmission System 
Operators for Electricity. 
 
Svenska kraftnät is the authority responsible for ensuring that Sweden's electricity supply is 
safe, environmentally sound and cost-effective – today and in the future. We monitor and 
control the electrical system of the Nordic countries with our neighboring TSOs, around the 
clock. We are also expanding the grid to meet the needs of tomorrow. We manage 15 000 
kilometres of high voltage grid and interconnectors that comprises upwards 30 percent of net 
domestic production capacity. We employ 550 persons. Svenska kraftnät is a member of 
ENTSO-E. 
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