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Two is Better Than One: New Procedure Saves Your Kidney After Cancer 

DETROIT – More than 30,000 kidney tumors are diagnosed annually in the United States. 

Unfortunately, the standard of medical care is to remove the tumor and the kidney, leaving patients with only 

one kidney.  

Now a robot-assisted procedure pioneered at Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital enables more and more 

patients to keep both kidneys and cure their cancer, sparing kidneys that otherwise would be removed during 

kidney cancer operations. 

“When you save the kidney, you’re preserving kidney function,” says Craig Rogers, M.D., director of Renal 

Surgery at Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital, in Michigan. “Saving a kidney has been shown to correlate 

with better medical outcomes, fewer cardiovascular events, even improved survival with better kidney 

function.” 

He adds: “If it’s technically feasible to save the kidney, then that’s what we should be doing.” 

 Robot-assisted partial nephrectomy, or RPN, is steadily replacing both traditional “open” surgery and 

laparoscopic partial nephrectomy, not only because it allows kidney cancer patients to be cured of the disease 

while keeping both kidneys, but because it has been shown to have fewer complications. 

A study by researchers at Henry Ford’s Vattikuti Urology Institute, which compared the results of RPN to both 

open and laparoscopic kidney surgeries, found: 

 Patients undergoing RPN were the least likely to receive a blood transfusion, while those who had open 

surgery were most likely. 

 The same was true for developing complications after surgery or requiring a prolonged hospital stay. 

 Those undergoing RPN were less likely to develop complications during their surgery. 

 While the in-hospital mortality rates for all three types of partial nephrectomy were low, RPN resulted in 

no deaths compared to 0.3 percent for open surgery and 0.1 percent for laparoscopy. 

“Because the patient retains both kidneys, they continue their function of removing waste from the bloodstream 

in the form of urine. When they don’t perform adequately – a condition known as renal insufficiency – it can 

result in cardiovascular disease and other illnesses, leading to hospitalization and sometimes death,” Dr. 

Rogers says. 

AN HD TELEVISION NEWS STORY IS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD 

AT THE FOLLOWING URL: 

 

http://vimeo.com/91099699 

The file is in .mp4 form, H.264, and contains a complete VNR with voiceover & music, a split audio version, a 

version without v/o, and additional b-roll. 

A copy of the script is attached to this release. 

  

http://vimeo.com/91099699


Seq# Video Audio 

1.   HENRY FORD WEST BLOOMFIELD HOSPITAL 

ROBOTIC SURGERY SAVES KIDNEYS 

Minimally invasive, robotic procedure pioneered at 

Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital allows 

patients to be cured of their cancer while keeping 

both kidneys 

 

2.  BROLL: Paul in back yard 

thinking 

Paul Alex O/C 

SUPE: PAUL ALEX 

 

PAUL ALEX: It was a Friday morning in September, I 

woke up and I went to the bathroom and I knew 

something was wrong. I called my primary care 

physician. And we took a CT scan. They said, ‘Paul, 

we’ve got some good news and some not-so-good 

news.’ They said, ‘you’ve got a kidney stone. But, you 

also have a tumor. 

 

3.  B-ROLL Paul with his family 

Still on B-roll with graphics 

VOICE-OVER:  PAUL IS NOT ALONE.  

EACH YEAR, More than30-THOUSAND KIDNEY 

TUMORS ARE DIAGNOSED IN THE U.S.; MOST 

ARE CANCEROUS TUMORS. 

 

4.  Paul Alex O/C 

Alternate shot of Paul thinking 

PAUL ALEX:  My first reaction after I got the news 

was I wanted to see a specialist right away.  So, I went 

to another institution, and  the doctor felt like, it was 

probable that I would need my kidney removed. 

 

5.  B-roll continues, surgery not 

focused on robot 

 

B-roll surgery with emphasis 

on robot 

VOICE OVER: UNTIL RECENTLY, REMOVAL OF 

A KIDNEY TUMOR USUALLY MEANT 

REMOVING THE KIDNEY AS WELL, LEAVING 

PATIENTS WITH ONLY ONE KIDNEY. BUT 

THROUGH A MINIMALLY INVASIVE, ROBOTIC 

PROCEDURE MORE AND MORE PATIENTS ARE 

CURING THEIR CANCERS AND KEEPING BOTH 

KIDNEYS. 

6.  Paul Alex O/C PAUL ALEX:  I had a relative in the uh medical 

industry, and he suggested I get another opinion.  

7.  B-roll HFWB Exterior  

8.  B-roll continues 

Craig Rogers, O/C 

Supe: Craig Rogers, MD 

Director, Urologic Oncology 

Director of Renal Surgery 

Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital 

CRAIG ROGERS, MD: It was here at Henry Ford 

West Bloomfield Hospital, where we pioneered the use 

of robotic surgery for kidney cancer.We were one of the 

first to do it, we’ve done, one of the highest volumes of 

these surgeries in the world.,  
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9.  B-roll continues 

Clamps featured 

Ultrasound featured 

Dual DaVinci consoles 

featured 

VOICE-OVER:  ALONG WITH THIS SURGERY, 

DR. ROGERS AND HIS TEAM HAVE ALSO 

DEVELOPED CUSTOM-MADE CLAMPS, 

ROBOTIC INSTRUMENTS AND EVEN A TINY 

ULTRASOUND DEVICE THAT TELLS THE 

DIFFERENT BETWEEN CANCEROUS TISSUE 

AND HEALTHY TISSUE.  

10.  B-roll continues 

Craig Rogers O/C 

Surgery continues, both 

consoles 

CRAIG ROGERS, MD: With 30,000 new cases a 

year, we have to teach other people how to do this. And 

it’s been amazing, it’s exploded. There’s been over a 

50% increase in the use of robotic partial nephrectomy 

just in the last few years alone. 

11.   

B-roll Dr. Rogers in surgery 

Craig Rogers, MD O/C 

B-roll Paul Alex with family 

CRAIG ROGERS, MD: 03:07:25 When you save the 

kidney you’re preserving kidney function, that’s been 

shown to correlate with better medical outcomes, so 

fewer cardiovascular events, even improved survival 

with better kidney function. So the standard of care now 

is, if it’s technically feasible to save the kidney, then 

that’s what we should be doing. 

12.   

Paul Alex O/C 

 

B-roll Paul with his family 

 

Playing basketball 

Walking in woods 

PAUL ALEX: 03:20:33 It is a great relief to have two 

kidneys. There is no doubt about that. When you have 

to process the fact that you may have, that only one 

kidney for the rest of your life, that’s a hard pill to 

swallow. So the idea that I could have a kidney 

preserved so that I would have two, it’s a real blessing. 

13.  End panel – surgery still with 

graphics on end 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROBOTIC Surgery 

FOR KIDNEY TUMORS AT HENRY FORD WEST 

BLOOMFIELD HOSPITAL, CALL 888.881.1117 

14.  FADE TO BLACK  

 

 


