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Deal closed: Höganäs acquires surface coating division 
from H.C. Starck 
Today Höganäs AB takes over a part of international metal powder producer H.C. 
Starck, namely the division for surface coating: Surface Technology & Ceramic 
Powders (STC). This is Höganäs’ largest acquisition so far and one of three in a short 
period.  

“STC is a strategically important acquisition for our growth agenda in more areas than 
traditional powder metallurgy,” says Fredrik Emilson, President and CEO of the 
Höganäs Group.  

The acquisition of STC is the third in a row for Höganäs during a short time period. In 
November last year Höganäs acquired Metasphere Technology, a Swedish start-up that has 
developed a new atomizing technology using plasma for high performing materials for 
surface coating and additive manufacturing. In February this year Höganäs acquired Alvier 
PM-Technology, a Swiss world leading company specializing in designing and manufacturing 
of tools for pressing of metal powder components, an acquisition aimed at strengthening the 
global PM industry's development and growth. 

“With STC Höganäs gets access to new markets and product groups within the premium 
segment for surface coating and additive manufacturing. The acquisition means that we start 
the building of a second strong leg in Höganäs’ business, next to metal powder for pressed 
and sintered components,” says Fredrik Emilson. 

STC employs close to 400 people, mainly in Germany where the company has two 
production units, which complement Höganäs’ powder production. STC’s customer base is 
mainly European, which also complements Höganäs’ stronger position in Americas and 
APAC.  

“Together we become a large player in surface coating and additive manufacturing,” says 
Fredrik Emilson. “With STC follows a deep knowledge of applications within for instance 
aerospace and oil and gas. These are areas where we see a large development potential 
and where we can offer our customers solutions for a more sustainable industry.”  

The acquisition contract was signed before Christmas 2017 and at the end of February 
relevant competition authorities approved the deal.  

“Now we kick off the collaboration with our new colleagues. Together we will plan for our joint 
future as world leader within surface coating, additive manufacturing and PM,” says Fredrik 
Emilson. “We all look forward to that.”  
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About STC 
STC is a leading global manufacturer of surface technology, ceramic and additive 
manufacturing powders for a wide variety of end-market applications. STC produces a broad 
range of highly customized metallic and ceramic powders, which target niche applications in 
a diversified set of end-markets including industrial gas turbines, aviation, oil & gas, welding, 
medical, various industrial applications, thermal management & clean energy and additive 
manufacturing. STC operates two production facilities in Germany and has a workforce of 
approximately 360 employees.  

 

About Höganäs  
Höganäs is the world leader on the market for metal powders with a yearly capacity of 
500,000 tons. In close cooperation with customers, Höganäs develops tomorrow’s solutions 
for automotive components, electrical motors, brazing, surface coating, additive 
manufacturing and sustainable water treatment. Höganäs operates 13 production centers 
across the globe and has a workforce of 1,800 employees. The turnover for 2016 was 7.3 
BSEK. Höganäs, which was founded in 1797, is owned by Lindéngruppen and Wallenberg 
owned FAM. www.hoganas.com  
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