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NYC & COMPANY ANNOUNCES FESTIVITIES TAKING 
PLACE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON THROUGHOUT  

NEW YORK CITY’S FIVE BOROUGHS 

—Approximately 5 Million Visitors Expected During 
 Holiday Season, Spending an Estimated $3.5 Billion 

 Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve— 

New York City (November 24, 2014) —NYC & Company, the City’s official 
marketing, tourism and partnership organization, is encouraging visitors to book 
travel to New York City in time for the 2014–2015 holiday season. Starting in 
November, New York City is transformed into a beloved holiday destination with 
celebrations throughout the City’s five boroughs. From annual favorites like 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and New York City Ballet’s The Nutcracker to 
smaller, treasured celebrations like viewing Christmas lights in Dyker Heights, 
Brooklyn, and the New York Botanical Garden’s Holiday Train show in the Bronx, 
New York City provides a unique experience for visitors and locals exploring the 
five boroughs during the holidays.  

“New York City’s holiday season is one of the most exciting and festive times of 
the year to visit—the five boroughs come alive with a unique and captivating 
holiday spirit, attracting visitors from every corner of the globe,” said Fred Dixon, 
NYC & Company’s president & CEO. “Due to the extraordinary popularity of the 
City during the holidays, we encourage visitors to book their travel now to reserve 
a place in what promises to be a most memorable holiday season.”  

Opening the joyous holiday season are the more than 10,000 participants in the 
88th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. The parade is followed by the 
much-anticipated Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree Lighting on December 3. 
There’s something to offer everyone this winter, including the Queens Historical 
Society’s Annual Historic Holiday House Tour, New York Botanical Garden’s 
Holiday Train Show in the Bronx, the menorah lighting outside Borough Hall 
in Brooklyn, and Historic Richmond Town’s Candlelight Tours in Staten 
Island.  
 
The holiday season in New York City culminates on New Year’s Eve with one of 
the world’s most spectacular celebrations in Times Square, the Crossroads of the 
World. The annual ball drop attracts an estimated million people each year, with 
over a billion additional viewers watching from around the globe. For more 
information, visit timessquarenyc.org.  

Highlights of holiday events taking place in the five boroughs include:  

MANHATTAN    

The 88th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade (macys.com/parade) will 
take over the streets of New York City on November 27 starting at 9am. Visitors 
and viewers will be in awe of its giant helium character balloons, fantasy-filled 
floats, marching bands, performance groups and clowns. The parade begins at 
77th Street and Central Park West and then makes its way toward Columbus 

mailto:elin@comvision.se
http://www.timessquarenyc.org/events/new-years-eve/wishing-wall/index.aspx#.U9ESJuNdV8G
http://social.macys.com/parade/?cm_mmc=VanityUrl-_-parade-_-n-_-n
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Circle, where it will turn onto Central Park South before making its way down 
Midtown on Sixth Avenue from 59th to 34th Streets. The parade concludes with 
its final turn onto 34th Street in front of Macy’s Herald Square. 
 
Every year, holiday markets pop up across the City, selling homemade goods, 
holiday treats and gifts. Annual favorites typically include the Union Square 
Holiday Market, the Columbus Circle Holiday Market, the Holiday Shops at 
Bryant Park and the Grand Central Holiday Fair.  
 
In December, the iconic Empire State Building will come to life with a holiday 
LED light show series, set to class holiday tunes. Those visiting the open-air 86th 
floor Observatory during the holiday season will be treated to live performances 
of holiday music in both the festively decorated lobby and on the 80th floor, and 
will have views of some of the City’s most beautiful holiday-inspired windows 
(esbnyc.com).  
 
The beloved Radio City Christmas Spectacular will charm locals and visitors 
November 7–December 31. In addition to the show, Radio City Music Hall offers 
visitors a chance to make the experience more memorable by upgrading to an 
exclusive show package that includes dancing with the Rockettes 
(radiocitychristmas.com). 
 
THE RIDE’s Holiday Edition offers visitors the opportunity to enjoy New York 
City’s holiday festivities and cheer, from the comfort of a multi-million dollar motor 
coach. The experience will be hosted by two on-board New York City experts, 
and will feature live street performers, seen through floor-to-ceiling windows. 
Holiday tours preview on November 10, with 70 additional tours taking place 
November 17, 2014–January 4, 2015 (experiencetheride.com).  
 
This holiday season, On Location Tours will highlight sites made famous by 
movies such as Miracle on 34th Street, Home Alone 2, Elf and more, in a 
seasonal Holiday Lights & Movie Sites tour. November 28, 2014–January 1, 
2015 (onlocationtours.com).   

New York City Ballet will present one of the season’s favorite annual 
productions, George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker, complete with marching toy 
soldiers, a one-ton Christmas tree that grows before the audience’s eyes and 
crystalline snowflakes. The show will run November 28–January 3 
(nycballet.com).  

This holiday season, Carnegie Hall will come alive with Musica Sacra’s rendition 
of Handel’s Messiah on December 23 (carnegiehall.org). 

The American Museum of Natural History’s famous Origami Holiday Tree 
marks the start of the holiday season at the museum and will be on display 
November 24–January 4. On December 27, the museum will host a Kwanzaa 
Celebration that commemorates the seven principles of Kwanzaa (amnh.org). 
 
A hidden gem on the Upper East Side, the Mount Vernon Hotel Museum & 
Garden will conduct candlelight tours on December 5 and 6, offering insight into 
19th-century New York City. Candlelight tours of the 200+ year-old house will take 
place at 6:00, 7:00 and 8:00pm on those nights (mvhm.org). 

mailto:elin@comvision.se
http://www.esbnyc.com/
http://radiocitychristmas.com/
http://www.experiencetheride.com/
http://onlocationtours.com/
http://www.nycballet.com/
http://www.carnegiehall.org/
http://www.amnh.org/
http://mvhm.org/
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The Flatiron District celebrates the holidays with 23 Days of Flatiron Cheer. 
For 23 days starting on December 1, there will be festive activities, including 
events, promotions, giveaways and more (discoverflatiron.org). 
 
The 28th annual Miracle on Madison Avenue will take place on December 6. A 
philanthropic holiday shopping tradition, the event includes retailers and 
businesses located on Madison Avenue between 57th and 86th streets, all of 
which donate 20 percent of sales that day. For the third year, proceeds will go to 
The Society of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (madisonavenuebid.org) 
 
The Big Apple Circus is coming to Lincoln Center October 17–January 11. The 
annual show is a New York City holiday season favorite. This year’s show, 
Metamorphosis, is a brand-new spectacle with a flying trapeze, a musical clown 
and contortionists (bigapplecircus.org). 
 
Le Parker Meridien will host its annual Gingerbread Extravaganza this holiday 
season. Throughout the month of December and into January, local bakeries and 
restaurants will create gingerbread masterpieces, and visitors can vote for their 
favorite by purchasing tickets at the hotel’s concierge. Proceeds will benefit City 
Harvest (parkermeridien.com). 
 
Visitors can also view the stunning holiday-inspired window decorations of the 
City’s famed stores and hotels through WindowsWear, which operates daily 
tours. The tour begins at Macy's in Herald Square and journeys up Fifth Avenue, 
passing the Empire State Building, Bryant Park, Rockefeller Center, Central Park 
and more. In previous years, holiday tours have taken place between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve (windowswear.com).  
 
Returning for the tenth year, the Native Art Market at New York City’s National 
Museum of the American Indian features both contemporary and traditional 
works by Native American artists. Numerous types of art will be for sale including 
jewelry, ceramics, paintings, and sculptures. The two day event will be held from 
10am to 5pm on December 5-6. There will also be a preview party held on 
Friday, December 5, featuring a cocktail reception and exclusive tour of museum 
exhibition. (nmai.si.edu).  
 
Located steps from Central Park, The Pierre, A Taj Hotel, New York is unveiling 
two holiday packages this November, including a Magnificent Holiday Shopping 
Package complete with Bergdorf Goodman vouchers, a complimentary gift 
wrapping service, a visit to the Guggenheim Museum and a night at the Two E 
Bar/Lounge for the hotel’s ‘Spiked’ Hotel Chocolate Bar. For family travelers, The 
Pierre has a Let It Snow Family Package, which includes babysitting service, 
snow globes, classic holiday books and access to the hotel’s Holiday Movie 
Library. Additional holiday offerings for guests include a Christmas Eve “Feast of 
the Seven Fishes” prix fixe dinner, a Tree Lighting party on December 2, and a 
dinner and party on New Year’s Eve (tajhotels.com).   
 
THE BRONX 
 
The New York Botanical Garden’s Holiday Train Show is an ideal family 
outing, featuring model trains that zip through replicas of New York City 

mailto:elin@comvision.se
http://www.discoverflatiron.org/
http://madisonavenuebid.org/en
http://bigapplecircus.org/
http://www.parkermeridien.com/
http://www.windowswear.com/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://www.tajhotels.com/Luxury/Grand-Palaces-And-Iconic-Hotels/The-Pierre-New-York/Overview.html
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landmarks made of natural materials. The show will run November 15–January 
19 (nybg.org).   

The Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum Annual Holiday Family Day in Pelham 
Bay Park is on December 6. Families will love the festively decorated 19th-
century mansion and can participate in various kids’ activities, including photos 
with Santa Claus (bpmm.org).  

Throughout the month of December, Wave Hill will host holiday-themed events 
for families, including a Holiday Workshop Weekend on December 6–7, weekend 
Family Art Projects, and a performance of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite by 
pianists Soyeon Kate Lee  and Ran Dank on December 14 (wavehill.org).   

BROOKLYN 

In its eighth year, A Slice of Brooklyn’s Christmas Lights & Cannoli Tour 
offers visitors the opportunity to see the famed Dyker Heights Christmas lights, 
most recently seen on TLC’s Crazy Christmas Lights. Every year the 
neighborhood is ablaze with illuminating exhibitions complete with 30-foot toy 
soldiers and nativity scenes. The bus also offers festive holiday music and old-
time Christmas television variety specials, topped off with a taste of Brooklyn’s 
best cannoli and hot chocolate. Tours run December 1–31 
(asliceofbrooklyn.com). 

Brooklyn lights up with holiday spirit each year with a menorah lighting 
celebration taking place outside Borough Hall at Columbus Park on December 
3 at 5pm.  

QUEENS 

The Queens Historical Society will present the Annual Historic Holiday 
House Tour on December 7. The guided trolley tour includes stops at seven 
festively decorated museums and historical sites in Queens: the Kingsland 
Homestead, the Flushing Quaker Meeting House, Flushing Town Hall, the 
Voelker Orth Museum, Lewis H. Latimer House, Louis Armstrong House 
Museum and the Bowne House. Tickets will cost $20 for adult admission, and 
$10 for children ages 12 and under (queenshistoricalsociety.org). 

The Louis Armstrong House Museum will also host its annual holiday tours 
throughout the month of December, featuring Louis Armstrong’s voice recording 
of “Twas the Night Before Christmas (A Visit from St. Nicholas)” and other 
seasonal favorites. The 40-minute guided tours of the house, a National Historic 
and New York City landmark, offer a look into the life of a jazz legend 
(louisarmstronghouse.org).  

Take a tour of the decorated Queens County Farm Museum during the Holiday 
Open House in the Adriance Farmhouse in Floral Park, December 26–28. 
Children can partake in crafts while all visitors can enjoy a cup of their fresh 
mulled cider (queensfarm.org). 
 

mailto:elin@comvision.se
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For its 21st season, Gingerbread Lane will be taking place at the New York Hall 
of Science in Corona from November 14th through January 11th. Named the 
Largest Continuous Gingerbread Village, the display has also received a 
Guinness World Record title.  The display features a 1.5 ton, 450-square-foot 
village made entirely of edible gingerbread, royal icing, and candy. There will be 
gingerbread workshops as well as a Gingerbread Lane House Giveaway 
throughout the holiday season (www.nysci.org).   

STATEN ISLAND 

Historic Richmond Town will hold its annual holiday favorite, Candlelight 
Tours. The candles, oil lamps and flickering fireplaces will light up the town, and 
visitors can expect a “wassail bowl” reception in the Courthouse. The tour will 
take place on December 13. Prepaid reservations are required; call 718-351-
1611, ext. 281, for tour times and reservations (historicrichmondtown.org).  

For more information on planning your New York City holiday and to book 
accommodations, visit nycgo.com.   

About NYC & Company:                                                                                                                                                
NYC & Company is the official marketing, tourism and partnership organization 
for the City of New York, dedicated to maximizing travel and tourism 
opportunities throughout the five boroughs, building economic prosperity and 
spreading the positive image of New York City worldwide. For all there is to do 
and see in NYC, visit nycgo.com.  
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