
Work begins on transforming University’s city centre campus
Work has begun on the stunning new £30 million teaching and learning building at Southampton Solent University’s
East Park Terrace campus.

The University’s Vice-Chancellor Professor Van Gore, Governor Graham Holland and Student Union Vice President Education
Hannah Watts, were joined by Justin Elliott, Associate Director at Interserve - the project’s main contractors - to mark the
sinking of the first piling in the foundation of the new building.

During the site visit, Solent Vice-Chancellor Professor Gore said: “It’s a massively imaginative and exciting project for the
University. It’s been years in the planning and I am thrilled to be here today to see it start to take shape. It marks the
University’s coming of age.”

Once completed, the new building will include dedicated teaching and learning spaces, as well as new conference facilities
and exhibition space that will also be available to local business and community groups.

Justin Elliott, Associate Director of Interserve spoke of the company’s excitement about working on such an innovative
project. He said: “We are a locally based company that employs a number of graduates from the University’s built
environment degree courses – about twelve at the last count –and so we recognise how important it will be for the
University and local community. Being part of that community, we wanted to be the company constructing it.”

Designed by Scott Brownrigg, a spectacular atrium will form the central hub of the new block. The centre piece will be a
multifunctional suspended ‘pod’ housing a lecture theatre and viewing platform above.

“I think this project is going to have a really positive impact on the experience of our students,” says Hannah Watts, Vice-
President for Education at the University’s Students’ Union. “As well as new teaching areas, the extra study locations will
help create a real sense of community and we are all so excited to see such an innovative development start to become a
reality for everyone involved with the University.”

The first stage is due for completion by the end of December 2015. As part of the work commencement ceremony a
detailed agreement was formally signed by main contractor Interserve and the University. 

Looking ahead, Professor Van Gore said, “This new building will be a symbol for everyone – staff, students and those who
are going to study here in the future - about what a distinctive and special place Southampton Solent University is.”
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About Southampton Solent University 

Southampton Solent University offers more than 23,000 students over 200 qualifications ranging from HND to PhD, in subjects such as maritime
education and training, fashion and design, media and television, music, health, sport and leisure, business, IT and technology. The University was
awarded the 2013 Quality Assurance kitemark for quality and standards of teaching and learning. Solent was voted one of the most creative universities
in the UK in a Which? University 2013 poll of students. Solent Business School has been awarded ‘Gold approval’ by the Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants (ACCA) and the Small Business Charter Award, which is supported by the Association of Business Schools and the Department for
Business, Innovation and Skills.

About Interserve

Interserve is one of the world’s foremost support services and construction companies. Our vision is to redefine the future for people and places.
Everything we do is shaped by our core values. We are a successful, growing, international business: a leader in innovative and sustainable outcomes



Everything we do is shaped by our core values. We are a successful, growing, international business: a leader in innovative and sustainable outcomes
for our clients and a great place to work for our people. We offer advice, design, construction, equipment, facilities management and frontline public
services. We are headquartered in the UK and listed in the FTSE 250 index. We have gross revenues of £3.1 billion and a workforce of over 75,000
people worldwide. 


