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ASTRO commends yesterday’s U.S. Supreme Court decision to 

safeguard the Affordable Care Act 
 

Fairfax, Va., June 26, 2015 – The American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) appreciates 

yesterday’s ruling by the United States Supreme Court affirming the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in its decision 

on King v. Burwell. In its ruling, the Supreme Court confirmed that Americans will have access to tax credits for 

health insurance subsidies, regardless of whether they are accessing state-based health insurance marketplaces 

or federally facilitated health insurance marketplaces.  

“On behalf of the more than one million cancer patients we care for each year, ASTRO appreciates the 

Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the consumer tax credits under the ACA,” said ASTRO Chair Bruce G. 

Haffty, MD, FASTRO. “The Court’s ruling ensures that millions of Americans will have access to affordable, 

quality health care. Most importantly, the ACA will allow us to continue our efforts to develop new treatments 

and save the lives of patients with cancer, particularly through patient participation in clinical trials and 

coverage for cancer screenings. The ACA is an essential component in the reformation of America’s health care 

infrastructure focused on access, affordability and quality.” 

There are more than 1.6 million patients diagnosed with cancer each year and more than 14.5 million 

cancer survivors. The Affordable Care Act protects this significant patient population with important 

provisions, including these issues critical to cancer diagnosis, treatment and survivorship: 1) safeguards 

insurance coverage for anyone with pre-existing conditions, including a previous or current cancer diagnosis; 

2) bans lifetime caps on coverage; 3) eliminates co-pays for preventative services such as cancer screenings; 

and 4) requires coverage for routine patient costs associated with participating in a clinical trial. 

 

ABOUT ASTRO 

ASTRO is the premier radiation oncology society in the world, with more than 10,000 members who are 

physicians, nurses, biologists, physicists, radiation therapists, dosimetrists and other health care professionals 
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that specialize in treating patients with radiation therapies. As the leading organization in radiation oncology, 

the Society is dedicated to improving patient care through professional education and training, support for 

clinical practice and health policy standards, advancement of science and research, and advocacy. ASTRO 

publishes two medical journals, International Journal of Radiation Oncology • Biology • Physics 

(www.redjournal.org) and Practical Radiation Oncology (www.practicalradonc.org); developed and maintains 

an extensive patient website, www.rtanswers.org; and created the Radiation Oncology Institute 

(www.roinstitute.org), a non-profit foundation to support research and education efforts around the world that 

enhance and confirm the critical role of radiation therapy in improving cancer treatment. To learn more about 

ASTRO, visit www.astro.org. 
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