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Press information  

Volvo Trucks and the world's strongest man 

team up for an extreme heavy haulage challenge 

 
How much weight can a Volvo FH16 750 pull? With the world’s strongest man 
behind the wheel of the world’s strongest series-produced truck, it is up to the 
new I-Shift with crawler gears to prove what it can do. On April 12th, the answer 
will be revealed on Volvo Trucks’ YouTube channel. 
 
See the trailer here (link)  
 

On March 15 Volvo Trucks launched the new I-Shift with crawler gears. The new 

crawler ratios make it possible to start and drive with a gross combination weight of up 

to 325 tonnes – which is unique for a series-produced truck. But just how much weight 

can the transmission really handle? Volvo Trucks’ forthcoming test of ultimate strength 

will reveal the answer. In the challenge, Magnus Samuelsson, former winner of the 

“World’s Strongest Man” competition, and truck journalist Brian Weatherley will go 

head-to-head with the laws of physics and subject I-Shift with crawler gears to its 

toughest test. 

“We already know that I-Shift with crawler gears can haul really heavy loads. With this 

challenge, we want to demonstrate the transmission’s immense capacity and show what 

the new crawler ratios can accomplish,” says Peter Hardin, Product Manager FM and 

FMX, Volvo Trucks. 

 

In this challenge, which takes place at the Port of Gothenburg, the truck has to pull an 

extremely heavy container train. 

“Attempting to move off from standstill with such a heavy load, like we’re doing here, is 

an immensely tough challenge for a regular series-produced truck with automated 

transmission. In my 30 years as a trucking journalist, I’ve never witnessed anything like 

it,” says Brian Weatherley. 

 

On April 12, the film in which Magnus Samuelsson teams up with the I-Shift with 

crawler gears will premiere on Volvo Trucks’ YouTube channel.  

 
See the trailer here (link) 
 

Download high resolution images  (link)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3yw4Qp8bX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3yw4Qp8bX4
http://images.volvotrucks.com/latelogin.jspx?recordsWithCatalogName=Volvo+Trucks:26813,Volvo+Trucks:26814,Volvo+Trucks:26815,Volvo+Trucks:26816,Volvo+Trucks:26817,Volvo+Trucks:26818,Volvo+Trucks:26819,Volvo+Trucks:26820
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Facts I-Shift with crawler gears  

 I-Shift with crawler gears is a further development of Volvo Trucks’ I-Shift 

automatic transmission.  

 The new version of I-Shift has been specially developed for excellent starting 

traction and to handle driving at ultra-low speeds.  

 I-Shift with crawler gears can drive as slowly as 0.5–2 km/h and can start off 

from standstill while hauling 325 tonnes, a unique achievement for series-

produced trucks with automatic transmission.  

 The transmission is available in a choice of direct drive and overdrive, with one 

or two crawler ratios. It is also possible to specify two extra reverse crawler 

gears.  

 The crawler gears are added to a regular I-Shift gearbox. In order to handle the 

high loads involved, several components are made from high-strength materials. 

The gearbox is 12 cm longer than a regular I-Shift unit.  

 I-Shift with crawler gears is available with Volvo Trucks’ 13- and 16-litre 

engines on the Volvo FM, Volvo FMX, Volvo FH and Volvo FH16. 
 
Facts Brian Weatherley 

Freelance trucking journalist from the UK. Former editor in chief of Commercial 

Motor/Truck & Drive and jury member of the International Truck of The Year. Host for 

Volvo Trucks’ web TV series “Brian’s Truck Report”.  
 
Facts Magnus Samuelsson 

The only Swede ever to have won the title of “World’s Strongest Man” (Morocco, 1998) 

he has stood on the prize-winners’ podium five times. He later participated in a number 

of Swedish TV programmes and films, but declined a role in silver-screen blockbuster 

“Gladiator” in 2000. 
 

 

See the film about I-Shift with crawler gears here (link)  
See the animation about how I-Shift with crawler gears functions here (link)  
Download high resolution images, I-Shift with crawler gears (link) 
Read more about I-Shift with crawler gears here (link) 
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For further information, please contact:  

Eva Lindeberger, media relations Volvo Trucks 

phone: +46 31 322 8078, e-mail eva.lindeberger@volvo.com   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPjVu2VKoF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rZfo6jc7sA
http://images.volvotrucks.com/latelogin.jspx?recordsWithCatalogName=Volvo+Trucks:26752,Volvo+Trucks:26753,Volvo+Trucks:26754,Volvo+Trucks:26755,Volvo+Trucks:26756,Volvo+Trucks:26757,Volvo+Trucks:26758,Volvo+Trucks:26759,Volvo+Trucks:26760
http://www.volvotrucks.com/trucks/global/en-gb/newsmedia/Pages/press_article.aspx?pubID=20165
mailto:eva.lindeberger@volvo.com
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For broadcast-quality videos supporting this press release and more, please visit 
http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvotrucks 
Press images and films are available in the Volvo Trucks image and film gallery at http://images.volvotrucks.com 
 

Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of 
medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,200 dealers and workshops in more 
than 125 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 15 countries across the globe. In 2015 more than 113,000 Volvo 
trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, 
buses and construction equipment, and drive systems for marine and industrial applications. The Group also provides 
solutions for financing and service. Volvo’s work is based on the core values of quality, safety and environmental care. 

http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvotrucks
http://images.volvotrucks.com/

