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PRESS RELEASE  
 

New oilseeds contracts maximise returns to AtlasFram Members 
 

17th May 2012 
Farmers who are Members of the AtlasFram Group, the UK’s foremost inputs purchasing and grain 
marketing co-operative, can now benefit from two new oilseed rape marketing contracts as part of 
the Group’s highly-successful alliance with ADM Direct. 
 
The first offers AtlasFram Members an additional £15 per tonne premium over and above normal 
quality premiums for standard double-zero oilseed rape, for the next five years. It is available to 
Members whose farms are certified by Linking Environment And Farming (LEAF), one of the 
leading organisations promoting sustainable food and farming. The launch of the new contract is 
particularly well timed as LEAF has recently started working with ADM Direct on a new supply 
chain initiative, while AtlasFram Group has joined LEAF and is encouraging its Members to gain 
LEAF Marque Certification. 
 
Explaining the background to the new contract, Barry Howard of ADM Direct states:  
 
“ADM is one of the main suppliers of rape oil in the UK and one of our large customers is looking to 
source their rapeseed oil from sustainable sources. The customer has identified that the standard 
‘Red Tractor’ label does not provide all of the assurances it needs to meet this objective, but has 
agreed to accept products produced on farms which are LEAF-approved under the LEAF Marque 
scheme. Although LEAF Marque has traditionally been associated with vegetable production its 
influence is now extending to the combinable crop sector and beyond. We believe that the five-year 
supply contract which ADM Direct has negotiated with the customer will provide AtlasFram 
Members with the long-term reassurance they need to fulfil an exciting new opportunity.” 
 
Ashley Gilman, Group Business Manager for AtlasFram Group, adds: “LEAF Marque will provide 
our Members with a genuine commercial advantage in the demanding premium and assured food 
markets. AtlasFram is a Corporate Member of LEAF and our Members are able to join LEAF at a 
discounted rate. Suffolk FWAG, a registered LEAF advisor which joined AtlasFram in January, will 
be able to help our Members to achieve LEAF Marque status.” 
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The second new contract offers AtlasFram Members a premium of up to £35 per tonne for High 
Oleic, Low Linolenic (HOLL) oilseed rape, in addition to standard oilseed rape quality bonuses.  
 
Bred specifically to meet the requirements of the bulk frying industry, HOLL oilseed rape produces 
oil which enables food manufacturers to change from palm oil and reduce saturated fat levels in 
fried or processed foods, resulting in ‘healthier’ products. Until recently, yields from HOLL varieties 
have fallen short of those produced by conventional double-zero varieties, which offset some of the 
quality premium and reduced their attractiveness to growers. This changed with the recent 
introduction of two new Vistive hybrid varieties, V275OL and V280OL. These provide similar yield 
performance to conventional hybrids but their valuable high oleic, low linolenic oil profile means 
that they generate a very high gross output.  
  
V275OL was the first commercial Vistive hybrid oilseed rape to bring yield performance in line with 
other winter oilseed rape varieties. Characterised by its high oil content, this mid-early maturing 
winter variety is suitable for all regions of the UK and all situations. V280OL, a mid-early maturing 
variety, is slightly lower-yielding but has a very high (46.2%) oil content. Its Linolenic oil content is 
significantly lower than the threshold required under contract specifications, making it very 
attractive to end users. 
 
Having more than doubled its Vistive contract requirements for the coming season ADM Direct is 
looking to secure a significant additional area of HOLL oilseed rape from AtlasFram Members, who 
will be able to gain premiums from £25 per tonne over and above standard OSR quality bonuses 
for harvest delivery and up to £35 per tonne for delivery from September onwards. 
 
Further details about the new contracts are available from the AtlasFram Crop Marketing 
Department on 01728 727700. 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
ATLASFRAM GROUP 
AtlasFram Group is a highly-successful farmer-owned cooperative with an annual turnover of £168 million. Based at 
Framlingham in Suffolk, it purchases all types of farm inputs and markets combinable crops on behalf of its 1250 
Members, who collectively farm more than 300,000 hectares throughout the UK. The Group attracts professional 
arable and livestock farmers who recognise the value of belonging to a large, expertly-managed input purchasing and 
crop marketing business operated entirely on their behalf. 

 
In addition to financial savings on a wide range of inputs, from fuel, fertiliser and ag-chem to workshop equipment, 
tyres, electricity, building materials, feed, animal health products and mobile ‘phones, AtlasFram Members benefit from 
access to a team of product specialists. Working solely in the best interests of Members, they provide expert advice on 
a wide range of farming-related issues, advise when to place orders to obtain the best discounts and ensure that 
products are delivered on time, to the right location. Members receive just one monthly invoice that shows all 
purchases, which further reduces the time and cost of administration. 

 
Further details are available at www.atlasfram.co.uk 
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LEAF 
LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) is a farming charity at the forefront of sustainable agriculture promoting 
Integrated Farm Management. LEAF supports farmers to produce good food, with care and to high environmental 
standards. These standards are identified in store by the LEAF Marque logo.  
 
Some 20% of UK horticulture is LEAF Marque certified, representing some 3% of the total farmed area in the UK.  
 
The LEAF Marque is acknowledged by Defra as the Environmental Food Production Standard of choice in its 
standards for food procurement across all Government departments and agencies. 
 
For more information please contact the LEAF office on 024 7641 3911 and enquiries@leafuk.org or visit: 
www.leafuk.org 
 


