
 

 

Glanbia Performance Nutrition  

Innovation Investment Tops £1million 

Glanbia Performance Nutrition have invested over £1million in the last 12 months in 

developing an innovation centre alongside their expanded manufacturing facilities in 

Teesside, UK. These new facilities offer the perfect location for customers to visit and spend 

time with the development team, who are producing new products. In 2012, Glanbia 

Performance Nutrition were able to develop over 140 new products for customers as a 

result of this on-going investment. 

The new R&D centre is supported by collaboration with Sheffield Hallam University and 

Teesside University.  

Glanbia Performance Nutrition Shortlisted for Regional Business Award 

The leading businesses across Teesside competed in the annual North East business awards 

and at the first time of entering Glanbia Performance Nutrition were acknowledged in the 

awards for their Innovation. The awards recognise the best performing businesses across 

the region and also those businesses who are making a significant contribution towards the 

economic development and long term growth in the UK. 

Glanbia Performance Nutrition were highly commended for their investment in Research 

and Development facilities and impressive growth driven by new product development for a 

range of global clients. The final awards put Glanbia Performance Nutrition in a shortlist of 

just three businesses from across the entire region. 

 



Working Closer with Clients Delivers Results 

Impressive annual growth at Glanbia Performance Nutrition has been attributed to a radical 

approach to product innovation and working more closely with key customers. In 2012, 

Glanbia Performance Nutrition continued a steady trend at the business and saw turnover  

and volumes increase for the 8th successive year. The growth in recent years has come from 

existing customers, who are now working more closely with Glanbia on development of new 

products. Volume on production has increased more than 20 times between 2005 and 2013. 

The company spent a significant proportion of the last 12 months identifying the current 

and future trends which will impact on the sports nutrition and functional food bars market, 

and now have a steady stream of new innovations which they are sharing with customers. 

For further information on any of these stories and full press releases, please contact 

Mark Carton at Lateral Advertising on +44 191 5641444 or email 

mark@lateraladvertising.co.uk  

Editors Notes 

 Volume throughput at Glanbia Performance Nutrition has increased by 20 times    

between 2005 and 2013. 

 There has been significant investment in the plant over this time period in excess of 

$10m 

 The site footprint has been more than doubled to handle new work in recent years 

with significantly increased store capacity and new manufacturing lines. 

 A new Sollich line was purchased and commissioned at the Teesside plant to deal 

manage increased volume of production. 
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Personnel Profiles 

The following are profiles of the senior management team at Glanbia Performance 

Nutrition. 

Donald McClymont – General Manager  

Donald has over 14 years leading, managing and delivering results in the food FMCG 

industry, specialising in both branded and ‘own-label’ products.  

At Glanbia Performance Nutrition he has overseen the significant change programme which 

has led to the transformation of the business, and achieved exponential growth in recent 

years. He has been at the forefront of building a highly focussed senior management team, 

and a business culture which thrives on innovation and market leadership. 

Previous experience as Commercial General Manager with Fletchers Bakeries Ltd and 

General Manager leading operations at LBD (Northern Foods PLC) has enabled Donald to 

build a significant base of experience across the commercial and sales development process 

alongside all aspects of operational management of a business in the FMCG sector. This 

breadth of experience and a strategic oversight of the development of Glanbia Performance 

Nutrition has helped the business unit become a leading component of the entire Glanbia 

business.  

Donald started his career with Fox’s Biscuits (Northern Foods PLC) quickly moving through 

the business in a variety of Operational rolls from Team Leader to Production Manager 

having graduated from St Andrews University with a degree in Biochemistry.   

 



Mark Blake – Commercial Director 

Mark has international blue chip FMCG experience, and has managed the significant growth 

at Glanbia Performance Nutrition in recent years. He has been at the forefront of major 

commercial account wins for the business, and is on the Leadership Team at the Teesside 

based functional food manufacturing business.  

Prior to Glanbia Nutrition Performance Mark worked for GSK for over 12 years, both in 

London and Sydney, Australia. During his time at GSK, he was responsible for delivering 

£100M sales , leading and developing multi channel retail team of 200 part time sales force, 

5 Account Managers and 3 Business Unit Heads.  Mark was a member of the Sales 

Leadership team where he took a lead role in successfully developing and implementing 

customer and brand strategy in a tough trading environment. 

Mark’s experience of building brands, customer engagement and passion for the business is 

somthing that Glanbia Performance Nutrition’s existing and new customer’s value. 

Mark graduated from Manchester Metropolitan University Business School with a 2:1 

degree in Business Studies.  

Rachael Best – Business Development Director 

Rachael has 15 years FMCG experience having worked both in the functional food 

manufacturing supply chain and as category marketing manager within a major supermarket 

retailer. It is this breadth of experience which has enabled Rachael to establish the Business 

Development function within Glanbia Performance Nutrition over the last 5 years. 

Working as part of the strategic senior management team, Rachael has played an integral 

part in development of the innovation and R&D capability of the business, which has in turn 

allowed the whole company to focus clearly on emerging trends in the functional foods 

market. Developing the best quality products for the sports nutrition sector and weight 

management sector, Rachael is part of the ambitious team, creating new opportunities for 

functional food bars across a range of additional categories.  



Rachael spent the early part of her career as a Category Marketing Manager and Senior 

Development Manager within Asda, which has given her outstanding experience in the 

multiple retail sector. 

Rachael graduated with a BSc in Health Sciences from Leeds Metropolitan University.   

The key management team at Glanbia Performance Nutrition are available for comment and 

interview on a range of subjects and for direct contact or for articles relating to sports nutrition 

bars and other functional food, please contact Mark Carton at Lateral Advertising on +44 191 

5641444 or email mark@lateraladvertising.co.uk   

Images and pdf versions of this press pack are available from the following news portal: 

www.news.cision.com/glanbia-performance-nutrition 
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