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Michimi Takes Title; Ferrucci Completes Lamborghini Blancpain Super 

Trofeo North America Weekend Sweep at COTA 
 

 Shinya Michimi clinches Pro Driver Championship with two rounds to go.  
 Santino Ferrucci earns weekend sweep in series debut. 

 Patrice Brisebois and Will James both earn first career victories in respective 
classes. 

 
AUSTIN, Texas (Sept. 16, 2016) – Shinya Michimi clinched the Pro Driver 
Championship, while Santino Ferrucci picked up his second win in two days to sweep 
the Lamborghini Blancpain Super Trofeo North America races at Circuit of the 
Americas. 
 
Ferrucci took the Round 10 checkered flag in the No. 77 Courtney Racing entry 
representing Lamborghini Broward 6.977 seconds ahead of Michimi to sweep the 
final event this season on North American soil.  
 
But the second-place finish by Michimi secured his title as the Lamborghini Blancpain 
Super Trofeo North America Pro Driver Champion and Prestige Performance as Team 
Champions. 
 
“I really don’t know what to say,” Michimi said. “I’m a bit speechless, like I was with 
my first win. I’ve just got to thank everybody in the team, everybody who has helped 
me out during my career. My family, all of my sponsors. They stuck with me through 
all the year, so I really want to thank them for all that.  
 
“I think I’ve put together some really good times, as well, so I’m really happy we’ve 
been able to put something together. I lost my grandfather two years ago to cancer, 
and he was a drag racer. He was a lot of my inspiration. He used to tell me stories 
about what he did as a child and everything, so I’m dedicating this whole year to 
him.” 
 
The teams will head to Valencia, Spain, for the final two rounds of the championship 
Dec. 1-2 to decide the remaining titles followed by the World Finals on Dec. 3-4. 
 
A combination of quick racing and good pit strategy helped Ferrucci capitalize in a 
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competitive race.  
 
Haas F1 development driver Ferrucci started from pole, but Cedric Sbirrazzuoli and 
Michimi in the No. 1 Prestige Performance entry representing Lamborghini Paramus 
got a good jump at the line. Sbirrazzuoli took the lead in the No. 07 Dream Racing 
Motorsports entry representing Lamborghini Las Vegas on the front straight, and 
Michimi fell into second position after an outside move in Turn 1.  
 
“That was one hell of a race,” Ferrucci said. “That start was a bit of a mess for me. 
I’m not used to rolling starts, so I got hosed. Fair enough.” 
 
Two separate incidents caused a full-course caution on the first lap. The field went 
back to green with 36 minutes remaining in the 50-minute race. The running order 
didn’t change on the restart, and Sbirrazzuoli started to pull a gap on the  field.  
 
At the mandatory pit window, Michimi and Ferrucci pitted almost immediately as 
Sbirrazzuoli continued in hopes of gaining a larger advantage before handing the car 
to co-driver Larry DeGeorge.  
 
Ferrucci was in the fourth pit stall,  Michimi in the eighth. Michimi left his pit stall 
and almost immediately Ferrucci darted out of his, slowing slightly to ensure he met 
his minimum pit time. Ferrucci narrowly made it in front of Michimi, and the two left 
pit lane nose to tail.  
 
“The pit stop was brilliant,” Ferrucci said. “Once again, we were able to undercut 
Michimi there. I’ve got to thank the team for that. The timing was perfect.” 
 
Michimi tried to squeeze to the inside going into Turn 2, but Ferrucci shut the door. 
Much like Thursday, the two moved in unison over the next few laps around the 20-
turn, 3.427-mile circuit in the heart of Texas.  
 
Behind that dueling duo, Richard Antinucci, who had taken over the No. 17 US 
RaceTronics entry representing Lamborghini Beverly Hills from co-driver Brian 
Thienes, made quick work of Derek DeBoer in third position. 
 
Antinucci overtook Michimi to settle into second position with 13 minutes remaining 
and set his sights on Ferrucci. The gap was .991 of a second with 10 minutes to go. 
Five minutes later, it was 1.243 seconds.  
 
Over the closing laps, Antinucci pushed to close the gap to the leader, but Ferrucci 
held on for the win.  



 

 

 
“Richard Antinucci was coming up on me, and I was like: ‘All right. This is going to be 
a really tough race,’” Ferrucci said. “I was just able to keep him right behind me and 
manage the gap, which was really, really hard. Overall, I’m really happy with that.” 
 
Antinucci crossed the finish line second but a post-race enforced penalty for a short 
pit stop dropped him and Thienes to third place overall. They were the top Pro-Am 
finishing entry.  
 
Former standout National Hockey League defenseman Patrice Brisebois earned his 
first career victory in the Amateur class and placed fourth overall in the No. 24 DAC 
Motorsports entry representing Lamborghini Palm Beach.  
 
Luis Rodriguez Jr. rounded out the top five and earned a second-place Amateur 
finish in the No. 29 Change Racing entry representing Lamborghini Carolinas. The 
result closed Rodriguez’s championship gap to 13 points behind Damon Ockey, who 
leads, 117-104, with two rounds to go.  
 
Rodriguez’s Change Racing teammate Josh Norman was sixth overall and third in the 
Amateur class in the No. 71 entry representing Lamborghini Carolinas.  
 
Enrique Bernoldi and Jeff Burton earned their second podium position of the 
weekend, finishing second in the Pro-Am class in the No. 12 DXDT Racing entry 
representing Lamborghini Dallas.  
 
Joining them on the Pro-Am podium was Victor Gonzalez Jr. in the No. 16 Change 
Racing machine representing Lamborghini Carolinas. Gonzalez earned two podium 
finishes this weekend in his season debut.  
 
Will James earned his first career win in the No. 11 eXclaim Racing/Migliore 
Motorsports entry representing Lamborghini Paramus in the Lamborghini Cup class. 
The victory snapped a nine-race winning streak this season by Ross Chouest, who 
had won every round in 2016 before today. 
 
Shawn Lawless was second in class in the No. 27 Dream Racing Motorsports entry 
representing Lamborghini Las Vegas. Jackie Heinricher rounded out the podium with 
a third-place finish in the No. 57 DAC Motorsports entry representing Lamborghini 
Palm Beach.  
 
The two rounds of racing at Circuit of the Americas are part of the worldwide Super 
Trofeo action this weekend. Super Trofeo Europe has two races at Nürburgring in 



 

 

Nürburg, Germany, and Super Trofeo Asia has two races at Fuji Speedway in Oyama, 
Japan.  
 
Lamborghini and Blancpain provided world-class hospitality this weekend for clients 
and guests of Lamborghini dealers. Guests also participated in the IMSA Hot Lap 
Experience, high-speed rides around the circuit in a Lamborghini. 
 
POST-RACE QUOTES 
 
SANTINO FERRUCCI (No. 77 Lamborghini Broward, winner): “That was one hell of a 
race. That start was a bit of a mess for me. I’m not used to rolling starts,  so I got 
hosed. Fair enough. The pit stop was brilliant. Once again, we were able to undercut 
Michimi there. I’ve got to thank the team for that. The timing was perfect. Richard 
Antinucci was coming up on me, and I was like: ‘All right. This is going to be a really 
tough race.’ I was just able to keep him right behind me and manage the gap, which 
was really, really hard. Overall, I’m really happy with that. The team did a great job. 
It’s great to come here and have a double win. It feels great to go home l ike that.” 
 
SHINYA MICHIMI (No. 1 Lamborghini Paramus, 2016 Pro series champion): “I really 
don’t know what to say. I’m a bit speechless, like I was with my first win. I’ve just got 
to thank everybody in the team, everybody who has helped me out during my 
career. My family, all of my sponsors. They stuck with me through all the year, so I 
really want to thank them for all that. It was good fun out there yesterday. We had a 
really good battle. Unfortunately, I just started going really downhill with my health, 
and I couldn’t keep up with them at the end. It’s been a great year. We’ve had a 
really great car all year. I think I’ve put together some really good times, as well, so 
I’m really happy we’ve been able to put something together. I lost my grandfather 
two years ago to cancer, and he was a drag racer. He was a lot of my inspiration. He 
used to tell me stories about what he did as a child and everything, so I’m dedicating 
this whole year to him.” 
 
RICHARD ANTINUCCI (No. 17 Lamborghini Beverly Hills, winner, Pro-Am): “It was 
less physical, but I’ve got to hand it to my teammate, Brian (Thienes). He did an 
awesome job. He has progressed so much over this weekend. He was running top 
five. That’s what we have to thank him for. I managed to come out and have cle ar 
track position. Unfortunately, No. 33 (Emmanuel Anassis) made contact with him, 
but it ended up being nothing. It was something Brian couldn’t avoid, but it did 
damage our front suspension.” (About pressure on Ferrucci): “With the suspension 
damage – that was the point. Otherwise, I think we could have been there. Brian and 
I did a great job. I love this team. We had a great year. I’m going to miss these guys. 
Good luck in Valencia.” 



 

 

 
BRIAN THIENES (No. 17 Lamborghini Beverly Hills, winner, Pro-Am): (About less 
heat today): “It helped a little bit. I think we missed the setup a little bit last night. 
We could have maybe made a little bit better adjustments for the weather, but the 
car was pretty good overall, with a little understeer. It was difficult for Richie 
(Antinucci) to handle. His ability to handle the car in the condition that I left it in 
shows his talent. Otherwise, US RaceTronics did a great job, as usual. I think they’re 
the best team in the paddock by a long shot.” 
 
PATRICE BRISEBOIS (No. 24 Lamborghini Palm Beach, winner, Amateur): “First win! 
To be honest, I didn’t expect it. But you’re always thinking about the win. Lap after 
lap, I was focusing. I had a great start, and that really helped. After that, I was just 
focused on doing good laps. Focused on braking zones, apex, lap after lap after lap. 
It’s a big win. I’m very pleased, very, very happy. Thanks to the team, DAC 
Motorsports. My mechanics gave me a great, great car. It’s a nice way to finish the 
season with a win. Hopefully that will  carry on for next season.” (It’s not the Stanley 
Cup, but how does the sense of satisfaction of this win compare to winning the 
Stanley Cup with Montreal in 1993?): “It’s only a win. To compare to a Stanley Cup, I 
will need to win a championship. But that’s going to be the next step next year. This 
is my first year with these cars. It’s a great, great machine. I need to get used to it. At 
the end, I was feeling more comfortable lap after lap.” 
 
WILL JAMES (No. 11 Lamborghini Paramus, winner, Lamborghini Cup): “It was a 
great team effort, and I was proud to get a chance to be up here (on the podium). 
The team just kept cheering me on and reminding me to hit the marks. The car held 
up really well, and it was awesome. We are very fortunate. I can’t believe I actually 
got to win at COTA. It’s an awesome experience and a lot of fun. The team takes 
great care of me.” 
 
Lamborghini Blancpain Super Trofeo – North America 
2016 Calendar 
 
Laguna Seca                             April  28-May 1 

Watkins Glen International         June 29-July 1  

Road America                               Aug. 5-7 

VIRginia International Raceway Aug. 26-28 

Circuit of the Americas               Sept. 14-16 

Valencia (SP)                                Dec. 1-2 

 

World Final 

Valencia (SP)                               Dec. 3-4 



 

 

 

Follow us 
Visit Lamborghini Squadra Corse website for all  updates on our track activities: 
www.squadracorse.lamborghini.com 

 
Join the conversation with #SuperTrofeo 
 
Facebook: facebook.com/LamborghiniSquadraCorse 

Twitter: twitter.com/LamborghiniSC 
Instagram: Instagram.com/LamborghiniSC 
You Tube: youtube.com/LamborghiniSquadraCorse 
 
For all  media requests, please email at: usa@supertrofeo.com  

 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. 
 
Founded in 1963, Automobili  Lamborghini is headquartered in Sant’Agata Bolognese, in 

Northeastern Italy. The Lamborghini Huracán LP 610-4, which made its world debut at the 
Geneva Motor Show in 2014, the Huracán Spyder and 2WD version of 2015 are the 
successors to the iconic Gallardo, and with their innovative technology and exceptional 

performance, they redefine the driving experience for luxury super sports cars. The Coupé 
and Roadster versions of the Aventador LP 700-4, along with the Aventador LP 750-4 
Superveloce and Superveloce Roadster, represent a new benchmark in the world of V12 
luxury super sports cars. With 135 dealerships throughout the world, in half a century 

Automobili  Lamborghini has created a continuous series of dream cars, including the 350  GT, 
Miura, Espada, Countach, Diablo, Murciélago, as well as l imited editions including the 
Reventón, Sesto Elemento and Aventador J. The Veneno Coupé, Egoista and Veneno 
Roadster were produced to celebrate the company's 50 th anniversary in 2013. 

 
For other photos and video material, please visit our websites: 
media.lamborghini.com and www.thenewsmarket.com/lamborghini  

 
For more information on Automobili  Lamborghini, please visit the website at:  
www.lamborghini.com 
 

 
Blancpain - Innovation is our Tradition 
 

Founded in 1735 by Jehan-Jacques Blancpain in the Swiss Jura, Blancpain is the world’s oldest 
watch brand. Loyal to its tradition of innovation, confirmed by countless horological 
complications invented over the years, this same spirit of inventiveness continues to drive 
the master-watchmakers of the Manufacture. Determined to move beyond the borders of its 

legacy, Blancpain is constantly regenerated as it pushes the frontiers of watchmaking in 
perpetually enhancing its timepieces.  
Today, Blancpain pursues its enduring commitment to the renewal of mechanical horology, 

http://www.squadracorse.lamborghini.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://facebook.com/TheSuperTrofeo
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http://www.thenewsmarket.com/lamborghini
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steadily passing on exceptional expertise from one generation to the next by constant 

investments in human resources, production technologies and research. This approac h is the 
source of its strength and expresses a long-term vision deliberately running counter to any 
tendency to seek immediate profit.  

From creating components to designing watches, Blancpain is distinguished by its capacity to 
develop exceptional timepieces and over the past ten years, the Manufacture has introduced 
no less than 35 new calibres.  
This philosophy is conveyed through each of the brand’s creations and all  its collections: from 

the classic Vil leret to the legendary Fifty Fathoms diver’s watch, as well as Grandes 
Complications from the Le Brassus collection and the sporty L-evolution line – while naturally 
never forgetting its Women models. 
For more info please visit: www.blancpain.com.  

 
PERTAMINA 
World Class Oil, Gas & Energy Company  

 
Pertamina is an Indonesian state-owned oil, gas and energy company established 
December 10, 1957. PERTAMINA’s scope of business incorporates the upstream and 
downstream sectors of oil, gas and energy. The upstream sector  covers oil, gas and 

geothermal energy exploration and production both domestically and overseas.  This 
activity is pursued through own operation and through partnerships in the form of joint 
operations with JOBs (Joint Operating Bodies), TACs (Technical Assistance Contracts) and 
JOCs (Joint Operating Contracts), whereas the downstream sector includes processing, 

marketing, trading and shipping. Commodities produced range from Fuel (BBM) and Non 
Fuel (Non BBM), LPG, LNG, Petrochemicals to Lube Base Oil and Lubricants. 
 

Pertamina operates worldwide with several oil  block operated outside of Indonesia, and 
markets its lubricants to more than 25 countries. Inside of Indonesia Pertamina operates 
six oil  refineries with a total capacity of 1,03 MBSD, plus 56 avia tion depots three l ube oi l  
blending plants, 113 fuel depots, and 4,677 fuel stations. 

 
Pertamina’s achievement of becoming a Fortune 500 company reflects the company’s 
achievements in expanding its markets around the world, and through its premium 

lubricants, Fastron Platinum and premium fuel Pertamax racing, will  support the 
Lamborghini Squadra Corse activities from 2015 to 2019. 
 
For more information on PERTAMINA, please visit: www.pertamina.com 
 
 
Pirelli 
  

Pirell i  is among the main tyre makers globally and world leader in the Premium segment, 
with high technological content. Founded in 1872, it has a presence in over 160 countries, 
with 22 manufacturing facil ities on four continents and 38,000 employees. Pi rell i  has been 

involved in motor racing – a proving ground for technical innovation – since 1907, and is 

http://www.blancpain.com/
http://www.pertamina.com/


 

 

 

currently the exclusive Formula 1® tyre manufacturer for the 2014-2016 championship 

seasons, as well as equipping World Superbike and many other global  series. For the 2015 
season, Pirell i  is once more the tyre manufacturer most heavily involved in motorsport. 
Excluding Formula 1, Pirell i  supplies nearly 150 other international championships on road 

and track, underlining the company’s sporting DNA. 
 
Per ulteriori informazioni su Pirelli : www.pirell i .com 
 

http://www.pirelli.com/

