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Tennessee Department of Education Names Skyward a Preferred Vendor
Tennessee selects Skyward as a preferred Student Information System vendor to maximize
the collection and reporting of student data and information

STEVENS POINT, Wis. — Jan. 7, 2014 - The Tennessee Department of Education selected Skyward, Inc., an industry
leading K-12 school administrative software provider, as a preferred student information system vendor for
Tennessee school districts. The state selected the Skyward Student Management Suite to provide K-12 districts
with a software package that optimizes the collection and reporting of student information.

To meet the state’s diverse educational needs, the Tennessee Department of Education chose multiple
vendors that met its requirements for a student information system. With Skyward, Tennessee school districts will
benefit from a comprehensive web-based system that integrates all the key elements to manage student
learning in one centralized system that minimizes data enfry and ensures accuracy.

"Our implementation of a multi-vendor statewide student information system capitalizes on the Ed-Fi Alliance to
effectively manage student information at the district and state level centered on supporting districts and
teachers to positively impact student outcomes. We refuse to accept the national norm that for a State
Education Agency to deliver quality, educator-focused system solutions, districts must sacrifice choice,” said
Richard Charlesworth, Tennessee Department of Education Chief Information Officer. "We are delighted to
have Skyward as one of our five partners and believe that Tennessee will benefit from their prior experience
delivering Ed-Fi aligned solutions in a multi-vendor environment.”

Many districts already use the Skyward suite to monitor student information, including Oak Ridge Schools, which
was the first district in Tennessee to select the K-12 school administrative software provider. As outlined in a
Skyward case study about the district’s success with the software, Oak Ridge Schools chose Skyward because it
was looking for a more comprehensive system. With Skyward, the district was better able to communicate with
parents through the Family Access module, and with the Gradebook module, give students up-to-date
progress reports.

After Oak Ridge purchased the Skyward Student Management Suite in 2007, many Tennessee districts began to
acquire the software. The districts were impressed with the comprehensive data points Oak Ridge reported o
the state, and the open communication Skyward provided its users. In early 2013, with districts moving away
from the former state-sponsored SIS, the Tennessee Department of Education began a Request for Qualification
process to fund a new multi-vendor option.
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The Skyward student suite empowers administrators, feachers and parents with the information they need to
make the greatest impact on improving student achievement. For more information on the Skyward
administrative software and IT consulting services for K-12 districts, visit www.skyward.com.

About Skyward

Skyward is a leading provider of K-12 school administrative software that surpasses districts’ needs in state
reporting, improves operational capabilities, and opens communication between schools and families. Today,
the Skyward School Management System™ is used in more than 1,600 school districts worldwide, ranging from
districts with as few as 50 students to statewide implementations supporting more than 800,000 students.
Founded in 1980, Skyward serves school districts with its infegrated student, finance, and human resources suite
of products and is proudly made and supported in the United States. To learn more, visit www.skyward.com.
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