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“It is a real honor for me to lead a Danish company as respected as the Danish 
National Opera into the next years of its development. It is a privilege to be able 
to build on the legacy of the Danish National Opera and Maestro Bellincampi,” 
says the new director of the Danish National Opera Annilese Miskimmon, and 
continues: “It is a pleasure for me to present the 2013-14 season, in which the 
overall theme of the gripping dramas is love and madness.”  
 

In August 2013 the Danish National Opera present the world premiere of a newly written opera by 
Thomas Agerfeldt Olesen – a choreographic opera based on Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian 
Gray. Both singers and dancers participate in the production, which is directed by Marie Brolin-
Tani. 
 
The Danish National Opera has two touring productions in the 2013-14 season: the masterpiece 
Kát’a Kabanová by Leoš Janáček, known as “the Czech Puccini”, and Lucia di Lammermoor by 
Gaetano Donizetti, the Italian master of bel canto. Both works are being performed for the first time 
by the Danish National Opera, and Kát’a Kabanová, which has only been shown in a TV version in 
1971, is touring for the first time in Denmark. “Each of the two operas tells the moving story of a 
young woman mentally destroyed by the pressures that society exerts on her. These are two of the 
greatest operas ever written. Beautiful music harnesses huge emotion in stories with which we can 
all empathize,” says Annilese Miskimmon. 
 
The season ends in August 2014 at the Concert Hall Aarhus with the Danish premiere of Masse-
net’s Don Quichotte, about the naïve, romantic knight who persists with his ideals amidst unrequ-
ited love and unattainable dreams. “Don Quichotte’s death scene is one of the most moving things 
in opera and a reminder that sometimes our dreams are the things that grant us a good death” 
says Annilese Miskimmon. Annilese Miskimmon will herself direct Kát’a Kabanová in the autumn of 
2013 and Don Quichotte in August 2014. 
 
Ticket sales for the Danish National Opera’s productions at the Concert Hall Aarhus start on 24 
April 2013. Read more about performers, dates, ticket prices etc. at www.jyskeopera.dk 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
The Danish National Opera  

Aarhus 11 April 2013 
Press release 
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Opera and dance in new 
performance 
 
In a new combination of opera and dance 
we premiere the tale of the mysterious 
Dorian Gray, based on Oscar Wilde’s 
novel: a modern Narcissus myth told with 
eerie, Gothic elements, inexplicable hap-
penings, unsettling atmospheres, opium 
dens and thick London fogs.  
 
“The focus of the production is existential 
angst, the fear of not being remembered. 
We construct a universe between dream 
and reality which contrasts life and death, 
beauty and ugliness, young and old,” 
explains the director and choreographer of 
the production, Marie Brolin-Tani: “The 
dance is at the centre of the production, so 
while we keep faith with the opera uni-
verse, we experiment within the genre by 
making the dancers a physical extension of 
the voices of the opera singers.”  
 
Plot 
The beautiful young man Dorian Gray is 
exquisitely painted by an artist. When 
Dorian Gray sees the portrait he is dazzled 
and makes a fateful wish: that the picture 
will grow old, while he himself will remain 
beautiful and unchanged.  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Composer  
Thomas Agerfeldt Olesen 
Born 1969. Trained as cellist 
and composer. Won the Carl 
Nielsen Prize (2011) and the 
3-year working grant of the 
Danish Arts Foundation 
(1997). Co-founder of the 
SPOR festival of contempo-
rary music. 

Conductor  
Joachim Gustafsson 
Conducted the world premi-
ere of Niels Marthinsen’s 
Snow White’s Mirror at the 
DNO in 2011. Debut at the 
Royal Opera in Stockholm 
with Verdi’s Otello (’04) after 
studies in Vienna. Experience 
with premieres of works by 
Nordic composers. Has con-
ducted with several Swedish, 
German and Danish sympho-
ny orchestras and opera 
houses.  
 
Libretto Alasdair Middleton  
Stage design Johan Kølkjær 
Costume designer  
Åsa Gjerstad 

 

 
Director  
Marie Brolin-Tani  
During her long career as a 
dancer, choreographer and 
artistic director has also 
worked with opera choreo-
graphy, e.g. at the Royal 
Danish Theatre on Aida, the 
opening production at the 
new Opera House in Copen-
hagen. At the DNO Brolin-
Tani has choreographed 
Parsifal, Pagliacci and the 
Reumert-prizewinning Die 
tote Stadt.  
 
 
Performers  
12 dancers, 6 ballet children 
from the Ballet Academy in 
Aarhus  
1 folk singer  
6 opera singers 
Chorus of the Danish 
National Opera  
Aarhus Symphony Orchestra 
 
Sung in English  
 
Duration  
C. 2 hours incl. interval  
 
World premiere  
22, 26, 28 August 19:30  
24 August 15:00 2013  
Concert Hall Aarhus, Large 
Hall  
 
More information 
www.jyskeopera.dk/en 
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Can you die of love? 
 

“I am a great fan of Janáček’s operas,” 
says Annilese Miskimmon. “The first time I 
heard Kát’a Kabanová, I was incredibly 
moved by the powerful combination of 
emotion and beauty in the music. Kát’a is 
one of my favourite opera heroines, 
passionate and strong, even when faced 
with her own destruction. This incredibly 
compact drama lasting less than two hours 
is one of the most overwhelming and 
beautiful of operatic experiences, and I am 
looking forward to introducing it to our 
audiences as the first opera I will be 
directing at the Danish National Opera.” 
 
Leoš Janáček is ’the Czech Puccini’, one 
of the great opera composers. Janáček’s 
moving music is based on folk melodies 
from his native land and combines beauty 
and psychological power in an intense 
dramatic experience. This staging is a 
perfect opportunity to see a masterpiece 
never before performed in Denmark (apart 
from a TV production in 1971). The work is 
based on the play The Storm by one of 
Russia’s greatest dramatists, Alexander 
Ostrovsky. 
 
Plot 
The passionate Kát’a is unhappily married 
and is drawn into an affair that tears her 
world apart. A storm is on its way that is 
just as violent as Kát’a’s tragic love for 
Boris… 
 
 
 
 
More information 
www.jyskeopera.dk/en 

 

 
Conductor  
Jaroslav Kyzlink 
Conducted the Reumert-
prizewinning Die tote Stadt 
(’10) at the DNO. Kyzlink 
trained at the Janáček Con-
servatory in the Czech Re-
public and with his special 
fondness for works by Leoš 
Janáček he has devoted time 
to interpreting both chamber 
music and choral works by 
the famous Czech composer. 
Of Janáček’s operas he has 
conducted Kát’a Kabanová as 
well as Jenufa and Šarka. 
 
Performers 
Soloists and Chorus of the 
Danish National Opera. The 
five regional orchestras.  
 
Sung in Czech with Danish 
surtitles  

 
Duration C. 2 hours incl. 
interval  
 
Premiere 3 October 2013 at 
Alsion, Sønderborg 
Tour 3 October – 30 Novem-
ber 2013  
 
 

 

 

 
Director  
Annilese Miskimmon 
The production marks the 
Danish directing debut of the 
DNO’s new Northern Irish 
opera director, who has an 
international reputation for 
rediscovering rarely 
performed works and 
presenting them to a wider 
audience. Annilese Miskim-
mon is also directing Don 
Quichotte at the DNO in 
August 2014. 
 

 
Stage designer  
Nicky Shaw 
The stage designer for the 
production is London-based 
Nicky Shaw, with whom Anni-
lese Miskimmon has worked 
extensively before. Nicky 
Shaw is well known for the 
delicate beauty of her stage 
design and costumes, and is 
the obvious choice to realize 
the story of this incredibly 
complex heroine trapped in a 
stifling society. 
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Until death do you part … 
 
“In my view Isabella Bywater is the perfect 
choice to realize this Gothic tale of love 
and madness with the artistic sensitivity for 
which she is famous,” says Annilese 
Miskimmon. 
 
Gaetano Donizetti is one of Italy’s greatest 
opera composers, and his masterly style 
thrilled audiences in the DNO’s production 
of L’elisir d’amore (’09). Lucia is Donizetti’s 
best known heroine; her ’mad scene’ is 
one of the most iconic in opera history and 
a high point of Italian bel canto (‘beautiful 
singing’) opera. The enthusiastic reception 
in 1835 of Lucia di Lammermoor, based on 
a bestseller by the Scottish novelist Sir 
Walter Scott, made Donizetti an inter-
national star. But less than ten years later 
Donizetti himself was admitted to hospital 
as a result of increasing mental illness. 
 
Plot 
Lucia is an innocent pawn in a game of 
political family feuding masterminded by 
her brother, Lord Enrico Ashton, who is 
firmly resolved to manipulate her into 
giving up her faithful lover Sir Edgardo di 
Ravenswood for marriage to a man she 
hates. Lucia is on the brink of insanity as 
her brother’s manipulation begins to 
destroy her sense of reality. She is treated  
like a child and filled with horror when she 
discovers that she has been duped into 
becoming an instrument for Enrico’s 
destruction of Edgardo. Her vengeance is 
brutal and fast, with terrible consequences 
for everyone … 

 

 
Director  
Isabella Bywater 
One of Britain’s most famous 
international operatic stage 
designers, she has worked in 
the greatest opera houses in 
the world, including Covent 
Garden and the English Nati-
onal Opera. She had great 
success with her designs for 
Jonathan Miller’s production 
of Fidelio at the DNO in 2007. 
Isabella Bywater has now 
made her name both as a 
director and a stage designer 
with Gounod’s Faust (St. Pet-
ersburg 2013).  
 
 
 
 
 
Performers 
Soloists and Chorus of the 
Danish National Opera. The 
five regional orchestras.  
 
Sung in Italian with Danish 
surtitles  
 
Duration C. 2 hrs and 30 
mins. incl. interval  
 
Premiere 5 March 2014 at 
Concert Hall Aarhus 
 
Tour 5 March –12 April  ’14  
 
 
More information 
www.jyskeopera.dk/en 

 

 
Conductor  
Martin André 
Internationally acknowledged 
conductor who has conduc-
ted the biggest orchestras in 
Britain and has been musical 
director of Janáček’s From 
the House of the Dead for the 
Vancouver Opera and The 
Cunning Little Vixen in Portu-
gal. He is also artistic director 
of the Teatro Nacional de 
São Carlos, Lisbon. Martin 
André is making his debut in 
Denmark at the DNO with 
Lucia di Lammermoor. 
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Fight for your love….  
 
“Don Quichotte’s death scene is one of 
the most moving in opera,” says DNO 
general director Annilese Miskimmon, 
who will herself be staging the 
production next summer in August 
2014 as the culmination of the season. 
 
Don Quichotte is a French opera by 
one of the greatest opera composers - 
Massenet. It is called a comédie-her-
oïque – a heroic comedy – and is 
based on the story of the mad knight 
Don Quixote from the great Spanish 
novel of that name by Miguel de Cer-
vantes. It is the story of an old, idealis-
tic, lovelorn knight who lives in the 
world of his imagination and is mocked 
for doing so by all around him. The 
world laughs at him because of his age 
and old-fashioned ideas, but he has 
access to a world of honor and 
imagination that we would all do well to 
respect and learn from.  
 
Plot 
Don Quichotte is madly in love with a 
passionate young woman called 
Dulcinée, and although in reality he 
stands no chance of winning her, he 
refuses to abandon his hopeless quest 
for love. He travels around like a knight 
of old, creating chaos, madness and – 
sometimes – imaginative magic, with 
his sidekick and servant Sancho 
Panza.                  

 

 
Director  
Annilese Miskimmon 
The new Northern Irish general 
director of the Danish National 
Opera, Annilese Miskimmon. 
makes her directing debut here 
with Kát’a Kabanová, which 
tours Denmark in the autumn of 
2013, and next year she directs 
Don Quichotte, to be performed 
at the Concert Hall Aarhus in 
August ’14 to conclude the 2013-
14 season.  Miskimmon has an 
international reputation for 
rediscovering rarely performed 
operas and presenting them to a 
wider audience.  

Stage designer Nicky Shaw 
Annilese Miskimmon continues 
her collaboration with Nicky 
Shaw, who is also the designer 
on Kát’a Kabanová. Nicky Shaw 
is well known for the delicate 
beauty of her stage and costume 
design.  
 

More information 
www.jyskeopera.dk/en 

 

 
Conductor  
Jérôme Pillement 
Annilese Miskimmon and Jér-
ôme Pillement have collabora-
ted before, on Romeo et 
Juliette with the RTE 
Symphony Orchestra in Dublin. 
Pillement is an experienced 
conductor of the French 
repertoire and has conducted 
symphony orchestras all over  
Europe, as well as in Shanghai 
and Hong Kong.  
 
Performers: 
Soloists and Chorus of the 
Danish National Opera. Aarhus 
Symphony Orchestra  
 
Sung in French with Danish 
surtitles 
 
Duration C. 2 hours and 30 
mins. incl. interval  
 
Premiere  
17 August 2014 19:30 
24 August 2014 15:00  
27 August 2014 19:30 
Concert Hall Aarhus, Large Hall  
                    

  

 


