
 
 
Elekta partners with ESTRO Cancer Foundation to increase radiation therapy 
awareness and access in Europe 
Even in some countries in industrialized regions of the world, radiation therapy use and 
availability still not ideal 
 
STOCKHOLM, February 8 – Elekta (EKTA-B.ST) recently entered into a partnership with the 
ESTRO [European Society for Radiotherapy & Oncology] Cancer Foundation (ECF) to 
contribute – hand in hand with various other partners in academia and industry – to the 
foundation’s mission to ensure that “every patient in Europe will have access to state-of-the-
art radiation therapy”i. 
 
“Elekta’s addition as a vendor partner with the ECF is welcomed,” says Philip Poortmans, 
ECF president. “Elekta is one of the top three technology providers in radiation oncology. 
Elekta and its peers in the industry will provide a critical perspective, along with academia 
and patient advocacy groups that are also part of this effort.” 
 
“Elekta has had a strong relationship with ESTRO for many years,” adds Francois Pointurier, 
Elekta’s Senior Vice President, Region Europe. “With the other partners working with ECF, 
we are stronger in our mission to ensure that individuals in every European country that 
could benefit from radiation therapy receive the treatment they need. With hope and hard 
work this partnership will radically improve the visibility of radiation therapy within Europe and 
parts of Asia.” 
 
Pointurier notes that in contrast to the relative abundance of radiotherapy technology in some 
countries, such as Germany and France, access is not always paralleling infrastructure and 
even more constraints are present in many parts of eastern and southeastern Europe. 
 
“A 2013 Lancet studyii showed that dated cobalt 60 technology is still in significant use in 
parts of east and southeast Europe,” Pointurier says. “In addition, in 28 of the 33 European 
countries studied, there were less than four radiotherapy machines per radiation therapy 
center. Especially in east and southeast Europe, countries need to expand and modernize 
their radiation therapy equipment.” 
 
The ESTRO Cancer Foundation will attempt to address statistics such as these by leading 
programs with its partners in industry, academia and patient advocacy groups. The purpose 
is to ensure that patients have access to radiation therapy as part of their comprehensive 
cancer care.  
 
The programs will initially focus on making patients, policy makers and the general public 
aware of the benefits of radiation oncology by using relevant, accurate and targeted 
information based on scientific evidence produced by ESTRO and its partners. 
 

### 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Gert van Santen, Group Vice President Corporate Communications, Elekta AB 
Tel: +31 653 561 242, e-mail: gert.vansanten@elekta.com 
Time zone: CET: Central European Time 
 
Raven Canzeri, Global Public Relations Manager, Elekta 
Tel: +1 770-670-2524, e-mail: raven.canzeri@elekta.com 
Time zone: ET: Eastern Time 

http://www.estro.org/about/estro-foundation/index


 
 
 
About Elekta 
Elekta is proud to be the leading innovator of equipment and software used to improve, 
prolong and save the lives of people with cancer and brain disorders. Our advanced, 
effective solutions are created in collaboration with customers, and more than 6,000 
hospitals worldwide rely on Elekta technology. Our treatment solutions and oncology 
informatics portfolios are designed to enhance the delivery of radiation therapy, radiosurgery 
and brachytherapy, and to drive cost efficiency in clinical workflows. Elekta employs 3,600 
people around the world. Headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden, Elekta is listed on NASDAQ 
Stockholm. www.elekta.com 
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