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MICHELIN TRAINING INSTRUCTOR TACKLES TYRE SAFETY IN TANZANIA 
 

(Stoke-on-Trent – December 18, 2012) – Michelin Training Instructor Carl Williams 
swapped the Michelin Training Centre in Stoke-on-Trent for the sweltering humidity 
of Dar es Salaam earlier this month, as part of a two week secondment in Tanzania, 
with road transport charity Transaid. 
 
Carl flew 4,700 miles to deliver two week-long courses to highlight how better tyres 
mean safer roads, and safer roads mean fewer casualties. Road deaths are the third 
biggest premature killer in sub-Saharan Africa, and Tanzania alone suffers around 
4,000 fatalities each year due to road crashes.  
  
Carl’s training input formed part of Transaid’s Professional Driver Training Project, 
which sees the charity work closely with the country’s National Institute of Transport 
(NIT) to improve road safety and save lives. Attending the course were commercial 
vehicle driver trainers and regulatory and law enforcement agencies, including 
representatives from the Tanzanian Police Force. 
 
Speaking on his return, Carl says: “In my first week there were 11 people on my 
course. In week two I started with 13, but within 24 hours this had grown to 18; it was 
comforting to know people were spreading the word and actively wanting to attend. 
 
“Some of the most valuable lessons came when we ventured outside to escape the 
intense heat of the classroom. On one occasion we found a commercial vehicle tyre 
which had suffered from such extreme under-inflation it had delaminated. It was a 
shocking sight, but helped to put the theory I’d been teaching into context.” 
 
Carl found tyre repair standards differed wildly to the UK, with plug repairs and the 
use of liquid sealant commonplace, plus sidewall repairs are frequently undertaken. 
He used his experience to explain why sidewall repairs were not advised due to 
flexing, gaining an undertaking from the group to avoid such repairs in the future. 
 
“The two weeks were challenging, but also thoroughly rewarding as the groups were 
so receptive to what I was teaching. By the time I left I felt they had a firm grasp of 
the importance of tyre inspections and the need to enforce existing regulations. 
 
“I also met some incredible people during my time in-country. I wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend this experience to my Michelin colleagues in the future,” adds Carl. 
 
Gary Forster, Chief Executive of Transaid, says: “Carl’s training in Tanzania has 
helped us reinforce the message that adhering to basic rules of tyre inspection and 
maintenance can improve safety and reduce the number of road traffic crashes. 
Everything the group learned will be cascaded to colleagues across the industry and 
to future trainees at the NIT. You can’t put a value on this training; it’s going to save 
lives.” 
 



 

 

Transaid’s support of the NIT in Tanzania is an extension of a similar project run in 
Zambia – originally launched by Transaid’s patron, HRH The Princess Royal, in 
October 2008. 
 
The Professional Driving Training Project is designed to help make commercial 
drivers and those working in the transport industry better skilled and safer, teaching 
them a greater understanding of the many risks and creating self-awareness of their 
impact to other road users. 
 
For further information on Transaid’s projects in the developing world please visit 
www.transaid.org 
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Michelin (www.michelin.co.uk) 
Dedicated to the improvement of sustainable mobility, Michelin designs, manufactures and 
sells tyres for every type of vehicle, including aircraft, bicycles, cars, earthmoving machines, 
farm equipment, trucks and motorcycles. Michelin employs 115,000 people, has sales 
organisations in more than 170 countries and operates 69 production sites in 18 countries 
throughout five continents. The Company also publishes travel guides, hotel and restaurant 
guides, maps and road atlases and offers electronic mobility support services on 
ViaMichelin.com. Research and development is undertaken in technology centres in Asia, 
Europe and North America. 

 

For further press information please contact: 
Paul Cordle, Michelin Press Office 

Tel: + 44 (0) 1782 402341 Email: paul-m.cordle@uk.michelin.com 
 

James Keeler, Garnett Keeler PR, Inver House, 37-39 Pound Street,  
Carshalton, Surrey, SM5 3PG 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8647 4467   Fax: +44 (0)20 8544 4711   E-mail: james.keeler@garnettkeeler.com 
 

MICHT/118/12 

 

 
 

http://www.transaid.org/
mailto:paul-m.cordle@uk.michelin.com
mailto:james.keeler@garnettkeeler.com

