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Michelin technical team unlocks potential cost savings for 

Northern Ireland Prison Service 

Michelin’s technical team could be the key to helping reduce tyre bills and increase fleet 

efficiency for the Northern Ireland Prison Service, after the manufacturer carried out a free tyre 

assessment of its prisoner transport fleet. 

The Service selected HMP Maghaberry’s Prisoner Escorting and Court Custody Service (PECCS) 

for the assessment – a mixed fleet of 13 trucks and 18 vans that faces the constant threat of 

kerbing, speed bumps, and the challenge of manoeuvring in tight urban areas.  

The Service’s vehicles have traditionally operated on budget brand tyres, and as such, tyre 

replacement intervals are short.  

A Northern Ireland Prison Service spokesman says: “Following the assessment, the Michelin 

technical team produced an in-depth report and offered advice on how to extend our tyre 

replacement intervals and minimise wear.  

“This included recommending a regular audit of tyre pressures, and suggesting optimised pressure 

settings for each vehicle type. We’ve also started trials with a number of premium fitments, and will 

be closely monitoring performance in an effort to realise long-term savings across the fleet.” 

Michelin’s technical team defined the recommended tyre pressure settings by putting a selection of 

the PECCS fleet on the scales, substituting Service staff for the people who would usually be riding 

in the specialist trucks’ on-board compartments. 

By subsequently weighing each wheel position individually to establish the vehicle’s axle loads, 

bespoke tyre pressure suggestions were given to offer optimal stability, grip and handling for 

vehicles across the fleet – to maximise fleet safety and efficiency. 

“Inviting Michelin to inspect the fleet cost us nothing, and we’re under no pressure to take any 

course of action as a result. However, some of the suggestions provided offer real food for thought, 

and there’s a lot to be said for the excellent and courteous customer service such attention to detail 

provides,” the spokesman adds. 

The Service has since fitted a handful of vehicles with Michelin tyres, and has registered the 

premium fitments under the company’s X Multi accidental damage guarantee. 

The guarantee promises a refund for any accidental damage suffered before a tyre is 50 per cent 

worn, provided it has been registered on Michelin MyAccount – the company’s dedicated customer 

web portal – within one month of purchase. 

For further information on the Michelin commercial vehicle tyre range 

visit http://trucks.michelin.co.uk/  
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Michelin, the leading tyre company, is dedicated to sustainably improving the mobility 
of goods and people by manufacturing, distributing and marketing tyres for every type 

of vehicle. It also offers innovative business support services, digital mobility services 
and publishes travel guides, hotel and restaurant guides, maps and road atlases. 

Headquartered in Clermont-Ferrand, France, Michelin is present in 170 countries, has 
112,300 employees and operates 68 production plants in 17 countries. The Group also 

has a Technology Centre, responsible for research and development, with operations in 
Europe, North America and Asia. (www.michelin.com) 

 
http://twitter.com/MichelinTruckUK  

 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/michelin-trucks-&-buses-tyres-europe  

 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Michelintrucktyres 

 

For further press information please contact: 

David Johnson, Michelin Press Office 

Tel: + 44 (0) 1782 402341 Email: d.johnson@michelin.com 

Andy Hemphill or Beth Laws, Garnett Keeler PR, Inver House, 37-39 Pound Street,  

Carshalton, Surrey, SM5 3PG 

Tel: +44 (0)20 8647 4467   Fax: +44 (0)20 8544 4711   E-mail: andy.hemphill@garnettkeeler.com or 

beth.laws@garnettkeeler.com 
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