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 The European Commission has revised its earlier decision and 
has once again fined eleven airlines for breaches of air freight 
competition rules – SAS will appeal the decision 
 
 A fine has been imposed on SAS Cargo of MEUR 70.2, the same amount as 

that repaid by the European Commission to SAS in 2016. 

 SAS maintains that SAS Cargo has not participated in any global cartel and 
will appeal the European Commission’s decision. 

 

On 9 November 2010, the European Commission fined SAS Cargo and ten other 
airlines for breaches of the air freight competition rules. For the SAS Group, the fine 
amounted to MEUR 70.2. SAS appealed the European Commission’s decision to the 
Court of Justice of the European Union’s (CJEU) first instance, the General Court. In 
December 2015, the CJEU annulled the European Commission’s decision. After the 
European Commission’s decision not to appeal the CJEU’s judgment, the fine was 
repaid to SAS in March 2016. 

Today, the European Commission has once again decided to impose a fine on SAS 
Cargo and the ten other airlines encompassed by the annulled 2010 decision.  

“We strongly question the European Commission’s move to reimpose a decision that 
has already been annulled once by the CJEU,” says Marie Wohlfahrt, General Counsel 
at SAS. “Throughout the entire process, SAS has cooperated with the European 
Commission and, for more than eleven years, has argued against the European 
Commission’s perception that SAS Cargo had participated in a global cartel,” continues 
Marie Wohlfahrt. “SAS takes the competition rules extremely seriously and does not 
accept any breaches. We have a clear regulatory framework in place for compliance 
with competition law. This encompasses information, guidelines, training programs and 
control procedures,” says Marie Wohlfahrt. 

The fine will be recognized as a nonrecurring expense by SAS in its earnings for the 
second quarter of 2016/2017. 

SAS will appeal the European Commission’s decision. The appeal process could take 
several years. 

 
For further information, please contact: 
SAS Press Office +46 (0)8 797 29 44 
Björn Tibell, Head of Investor Relations, +46 (0)70 997 1437 
 
 
This information is information that SAS AB is obliged to make public pursuant to the EU 
Market Abuse Regulation. The information was submitted for publication, through the agency 
of the contact person set out above, at 12.40pm CET on 17 March 2017. 
 

 
 


