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BIBBY DISTRIBUTION HELPS 400 BICYCLES ON THEIR WAY TO AFRICA 

 

Staff from Bibby Distribution’s facility in Runcorn came to the aid of Rotary Clubs 

across North Wales, The Wirral, Cheshire and parts of Merseyside, by offering to 

transport more than 400 unwanted bicycles free of charge on the first stage of a 

journey to a new home in Africa. 

 

The Rotary Clubs had been collecting the bicycles for a year to support Bikes4Africa, 

the flagship project for UK-based charity Jole Rider (pronounced Jolly Rider), which 

aims to improve the educational prospects of young people in The Gambia, West 

Africa.  

 

On hearing about the project Bibby Distribution teamed up with one of its key 

customers, Saint-Gobain Isover, to help.  Bibby sent one of its drivers, Paul Brown, 

from Redwood Close in Northwich, to collect the bikes from five different locations in 

one of the fleet’s 44 tonne articulated trucks, emblazoned in the customer’s livery. 

 

Paul, who normally spends his day transporting insulation products nationwide for 

Saint Gobain Isover, says: “We started off at a warehouse in Llanfairfechan where 

the first 175 bikes were loaded. From there, we made additional stops in Ruthin, Flint, 

Saughull and finally Oswestry, where the last 50 bikes were squeezed in. 

 

“I’ve never seen so many bikes; the trailer was fully loaded after the final stop.  It was 

an amazing effort by the Rotary Clubs to collect so many, and great to play a part in a 

project which is going to benefit hundreds of children growing up in The Gambia.” 

 

After being unloaded by Bibby Distribution into the charity’s central store in Wiltshire, 

a team from Bikes4Africa began sorting each bike for size and condition. Those 

requiring service work are subsequently being taken to a number of HM Prisons, 

where refurbishment work is carried out by prisoners. 
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On return to Wiltshire, they are loaded into a container to begin a six week journey by 

road and sea to Africa, where they will be used by children aged 10 years and up. 

 

A spokesman for the Rotary Club explains: “We are indebted to Bibby Distribution 

and Saint-Gobain Isover for their most generous offer of help to transport the bikes to 

Wiltshire. 

 

“Particular praise goes to Paul, who, not only expertly manoeuvred his vehicle into 

some challenging collection points, but who also showed a remarkable skill at 

stacking the bikes to ensure that every single one we had collected fitted in!” 

 

The Bikes4Africa Project has been running for approximately six years and aims to 

change lives through education.  Many African children live in remote communities, a 

long way from their nearest school. Without reliable, affordable transport the only way 

these children can get to school is to walk.  In scorching heat, the journey to school 

on foot is an epic daily mission. Having a bicycle makes a world of difference for the 

children, their families and communities. 

 

For more information visit www.jolerider.org/programmes/bikes4africa 
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Notes to editors: 
As one of the top ten logistics providers in the UK, Bibby Distribution exists to enable other 
companies to drive value from their supply chain activities. The company specialises in 
providing contract logistics, warehousing, distribution, systems integration and added value 
services to a wide range of customers. 
 
Bibby Distribution operates from 105 locations across the UK, employs 2,500 people and 
manages 2 million ft² of warehousing space.  
 
The majority of Bibby Distribution’s business is based on long-term partnerships. Its diverse 
capability also means it can share best practice across the various industry sectors it 
operates in, from Automotive to FMCG. 
 
The company is part of the £1bn-turnover Liverpool-based Bibby Line Group, a 200 year old 
family owned business-to-business services specialist.  It is involved in ship-owning and 
operation, shallow water accommodation, offshore oil and gas services, contract logistics, 
financial services, memorial parks, employment law, health & safety advisory services, 
specialist plant & equipment hire and retail. 
www.bibbydist.co.uk 
www.bibbygroup.co.uk 
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About Isover: Isover, part of the Saint-Gobain group, is one of the UK’s leading manufacturers 
and suppliers of mineral wool insulation products and systems. With a long history of providing 
innovative and reliable products that meet the demands of the construction industry, the company 
is renowned for its pioneering work in cross-sector training, as well as its forward-thinking strategy 
on sustainability and product development.                  

Using a wealth of in-house expertise and the very best manufacturing techniques, Isover has 
developed a comprehensive range of robust insulation products and systems for the new build, 
industrial and RMI (refurbishment, maintenance and improvement) sectors of the construction 
industry.  All Isover technical literature is available to download from www.isover.co.uk 
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