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Mosquitoes Continue to Pose Risk to Businesses despite Dry Weather Conditions

Businesses should continue to be vigilant about keeping flying, biting insects at bay

Terminix, the world’s largest pest control provider and a subsidiary of the ServiceMaster
Company, encourages businesses with outdoor areas — golf courses, restaurants, resorts,
clubhouses, pool and recreation facilities and other venues — to continue to be vigilant about
mosquito control even though hotter, dryer weather persists in some areas of the country.

Mosquitoes are very adaptable to changing weather conditions, and even though many areas
of the United States are experiencing drought conditions this year, experts say the mosquito
threat does not go away.

“Because we had a mild winter in many areas, population density is up, and mosquitoes will
be active as long as the temperature and moisture levels are favorable,” said Paul Curtis,
B.C.E., director of service quality for Terminix. “As a general rule, warmer temperatures
decrease the time it takes for insects to reproduce, thus producing larger populations. For
example, a common mosquito type in California might go through its life cycle in 14 days at 70
degrees, and take only 10 days at 80 degrees.”

While extreme heat can impact mosquito populations, in some cases it can just delay
infestations.

“The drought and temperature extremes in some areas can cause a delay in some stages of
mosquito development, which can then rebound when temperatures become more favorable
and water requirements are met, Curtis said. “That means you may see very few mosquitoes
for a period of time, and then suddenly clouds of them everywhere.”

Along with keeping customers and employees comfortable, safety is also an important
consideration in mosquito control. West Nile virus and dengue fever are transmitted by
mosquitoes. According to the Centers for Disease Control, Florida has reported local cases of
dengue for the first time in 75 years, as have states along the United States-Mexico border.

For regions that maintain temperatures and moisture conditions conducive to mosquito activity
for most of the year, Terminix recommends year-round mosquito protection.

“Planted areas, atriums, offices and warehouses may sustain the lighting, moisture and
temperature conditions to sustain activity for some types of mosquitoes year round, even



though it is cold outside,” said Curtis. “It's also common for mosquitoes to emerge if a few
warm days in a row occur in the fall and winter.”

Tips for Controlling Mosquitoes in Commercial Areas:

e Maintain good sanitation around building structures and customer areas by eliminating
areas with standing water.

e Minimize the number of stored and decorative items that can catch and hold water in
and around the structure.

e Clean debris from gutters, and check for standing water on flat roofs of commercial
buildings

o If your property features decorative ponds with fish, consider including fish such as the
Gambusia affinis, which will eat mosquito larvae.

o Neatly trim bushes and other vegetation that can serve as a resting place for
mosquitoes. Pest control professionals may also be able to make a topical application
for control on landscaping.

¢ Maintain guest/resident comfort and peace-of-mind by choosing a mosquito control
system with a powerful, natural plant-based formula. Safe and environmentally
responsible solutions demonstrate your commitment to the planet and people.

e Tailor insect control systems to your needs — it's no longer all or nothing. The new
misting technology allows you to choose the level of protection that suits your outdoor
business needs — continuous all-day misting or spot misting for special or limited use
areas.

The newest insect control systems from Terminix, Terminix Natural Mosquito Solutions, can
be positioned strategically throughout the property and protect outdoor areas with unobtrusive
three-minute, all-natural mist applications. The durable, easy-to-use systems require no
installation. Choices ranges from the Terminix ALLCLEAR Pro wheeled system, which
protects up to 4,000 square feet continuously for hours at a time to the more compact,
portable models that use the same misting system to protect 300 to 2,000 square-foot areas.

“With the innovative technologies now available, providing effective mosquito protection can
be easily and seamlessly integrated into facilities’ maintenance regimens,” added Curtis.

About Terminix

Terminix, a subsidiary of The ServiceMaster Company, is the world’s largest pest control provider.
Headquartered in Memphis, Tenn., Terminix services approximately 3 million customers in 47
states and 14 countries. Terminix provides pest control services and protection against termites,
rodents and other pests threatening human health and/or safety. To learn more about Terminix,
visit www.Terminix.com.

About ServiceMaster

With a global network of more than 6,900 company-owned, franchise and licensed locations,
Memphis-based ServiceMaster is one of the world’s largest residential and commercial service
networks. The company’s high-profile brands are Terminix, TruGreen, American Home Shield,
ServiceMaster Clean, Merry Maids, Furniture Medic and AmeriSpec. Through approximately
21,000 corporate associates and a franchise network that independently employs over 31,000
additional people, the ServiceMaster family of brands serves more than 8.2 million customers every
year. Our market-leading brands provide a range of residential and commercial services including
termite and pest control; lawn, tree and shrub care; home warranties; furniture repair; home
inspections; home and office cleaning; and disaster restoration. Go to www.servicemaster.com for
more information about ServiceMaster or follow us at twitter.com/ServiceMaster or
facebook.com/TheServiceMasterCo.

Hitt



