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MEDIA RELEASE 

Calling on Candidates to Sign Up for 4 Lung Years 

An election pledge to make healthy lungs a priority in Ontario 

Toronto, ON – Even though one in five people in Ontario has a serious lung disease, there 

is no coordinated provincial plan to address the growing lung health crisis. 

That is why the Ontario Lung Association is asking candidates in the June 12 election to take 

a deep breath and sign the 4 Lung Years Pledge – a promise that if elected they will 

support a comprehensive Lung Health Action Plan for Ontario. 

During the campaign, the Ontario Lung Association (@OntarioLung) and its lung health 

advocates will be using social media to encourage party leaders and candidates to share 

photos of their signed 4 Lung Years Pledge. All Ontarians are invited to join the 

conversation – and share why they feel lung health should be made a priority – using 

hashtag #4LungYears.  

Of the four chronic diseases responsible for eight in 10 deaths in Ontario – cancers, 

cardiovascular diseases, lung disease and diabetes – only lung disease does not have its 

own coordinated provincial strategy. 

“Lung health must become a top health priority in Ontario,” said George Habib, president 

and CEO of the Ontario Lung Association. “A lung health action plan will not only improve 

the lives of the 2.4 million women, men and children living with lung disease, it will also 

save billions of health-care dollars.” 

The Ontario Lung Association is currently consulting with stakeholders throughout the 

province on the draft framework for an Ontario Lung Health Action Plan  that will reduce the 

impact of lung disease, improve lung health and save scarce health-care resources. 



 

 

“Every Ontarian who breathes benefits from policies that make lung health a priority in our 

province,” said Habib. “Therefore, we call on all candidates to sign the 4 Lung Years 

Pledge, a commitment that, if elected, they will work to implement the Ontario Lung Health 

Action Plan during their first four-year term.” 

LINKS: The 4 Lung Years Pledge | Ontario Lung Health Action Plan – Draft Framework 

About the Ontario Lung Association 

The Ontario Lung Association is a registered charity that assists, educates and empowers 

individuals living with or caring for others with lung disease. The Lung Association provides 

programs and services to patients and health-care providers, invests in lung research and 

campaigns for improved policies on lung health. 

-30- 

For more information: 
John Chenery  416-864-9911 ext. 292 | Cell: 647-293-9911 | jchenery@on.lung.ca 

 


