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Dream Factories 
Why Universities Won’t Solve the 

Youth Jobs Crisis 
 

By Ken S. Coates and Bill Morrison 
 

The “good jobs” of the past are almost gone. Today, many university graduates face 

unemployment while others face underemployment. 

 

For decades, we have promoted the idea that a university degree is a passport to future career 

success. Ken Coates and Bill Morrison argue that the over-promotion of higher education and 

university degrees is actually undermining the lives of young people, saddling them with 

enormous debts, and costing governments huge amounts of money. 

 

As the young flock to universities in ever-increasing numbers, fewer of them than ever find the 

elusive “good jobs” that they are pursuing. In fact, many of those jobs no longer exist. We are in 

the midst of a youth employment crisis that is global in proportion, and we are facing serious 

misunderstandings about the unfolding career prospects for young adults entering a world of 

rapid technological change. Ken Coates and Bill Morrison explore the impacts of universities 

turning out graduates with the wrong skills, and the consequences of vanishing job opportunities. 

 

Ken S. Coates is a prolific author whose titles include Canada’s Colonies and Campus 

Confidential. He is currently a Canada Research Chair in Regional Innovation at the Johnson-

Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy, University of Saskatchewan. He lives in Saskatoon. 
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Bill Morrison was a professor and administrator at universities in Ontario, Manitoba, and British 

Columbia, and a visiting professor in the United States. Morrison has published fourteen books, 

twelve of them in collaboration with Ken Coates. He lives in Ladysmith, B.C. 

 

Praise for What to Consider If You’re Considering University/College: 

 

“Coates and Morrison’s style is accessible, and they make important points about the shifting job 

market and the devaluing of university diplomas.” 

―Publishers Weekly 

 

“Ken Coates and Bill Morrison cover all the stuff that universities won’t tell you and that 

guidance counsellors don’t know. If you’re a student or parent who’s confused about the 

bewildering array of options available for post-secondary education ― and who isn’t? ― this 

book is the best investment you can make.” 

―Margaret Wente, Globe and Mail 
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