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“In a West paralyzed by doubt, and in a Canada complacent about its role, Two Freedoms: 

Canada’s Global Future is an appeal for both wisdom and the courage to meet the challenge. It 

should be heeded by us all.” 

―Thomas Axworthy 

Two Freedoms 
Canada’s Global Future 

 

By Hugh Segal 
 

A bold call for a Canadian foreign policy that advances the basic freedoms that enable 

peace, stability, development, and security. 

 

What ends should a democratic country’s foreign policy serve? Avoiding diplomatic disputes? 

Keeping allies happy? Promoting national and global security? While a qualified yes is the 

logical answer to all of these secondary questions, Two Freedoms argues for something more, 

something that reflects Canada’s commitment, at home and abroad, to the two key freedoms: 

freedom from want and freedom from fear. 

 

Two Freedoms examines the costs of allowing these freedoms to die or diminish and at how a 

country can design a foreign policy that makes the pursuit of these freedoms real and practical. 

To design a genuine foreign policy of purpose and substance, a country must look at what it 

would mean for its diplomates, its military, its development aid, and its relations with important 

multilateral organizations like the U.N. To achieve a goal, a foreign policy needs good strategy, 

tactics and design. These key elements are all found in Two Freedoms. 

 

Hugh Segal has been active in foreign and security policy for over thirty years, and has chaired 

the Senate Foreign Affairs and Special Anti-Terrorism committees and the Canadian Institute for 

Strategic Studies. He is a Senior Fellow of the Munk School of Global Affairs and the Canadian 



Defence and Foreign Affairs Institute in Calgary. He is master of Massey College at the 

University of Toronto and a former Conservative senator. Hugh spends his time between Toronto 

and Kingston, ON. 

 

Points of Interest: 

 An authoritative assessment of why or foreign associations and alliances can sometimes 

be unproductive 

 Outlines a better, clearer Canadian foreign policy for the future, one more reflective of 

Canadians and our core values 

 Written by one of Canada’s most active legislative and research foreign policy 

practitioners who has worked in countries around the world 
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Events: 
 

Thursday, April 14 – Ottawa: 

Hugh Segal will appear at the Ottawa Writers Festival, co-sponsored by the Institute for 

Research on Public Policy (IRPP), on Thursday, April 14
th

 at Social, 537 Sussex Drive, in 

Ottawa, at 5:30 pm. For more information, visit writersfestival.org. 

 

To book an interview with Hugh Segal, please contact: 

Karen McMullin, Publicity Manager 

416-214-5544 x227; kmcmullin@dundurn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 


