
Indian Ocean yellowfin tuna catches need cuts to prevent collapse
Follow the science to save your tuna industry, WWF warns Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

Gland, Switzerland. Indian Ocean yellowfin tuna stocks may collapse without better regulation, warned WWF in advance of the annual
meeting1 of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), the organisation responsible for the conservation and management of tuna and other
marine resources in the Indian Ocean. The IOTC, which meets May 23-27 on the French Indian Ocean island of La Reunion, has yet to set
catch limits on any tuna species.

Dr Wetjens Dimmlich, WWF Indian Ocean tuna program manager said:

“We urge the Commission to meet the IOTC Scientific Committee’s recommendation to reduce catches of yellowfin tuna by 20%. Member
states must immediately adopt measures to start rebuilding the depleted stocks of yellowfin tuna.”

The status of yellowfin tuna has changed from ‘green’ to ‘red’ according to the latest stock assessment conducted by the IOTC and published
in 2015. The IOTC Scientific Committee warned of a possible stock collapse within just five years if fishing continues at recent high levels.
Yellowfin tuna, a high profile species that makes up a significant and valuable proportion of exports from the region, is seriously affected by
overfishing and is in need of urgent measures to recover.

Dr Dimmlich said:

“Well-managed fisheries, such as North Sea herring have well-defined harvest control rules in place.  These trigger immediate response to
signs of change in stocks and prevent the need for drastic measures after the damage has already been done. The lack of these control rules
in this region has contributed to the current plight of yellowfin tuna”

The seafood industry and communities that rely on a healthy yellowfin stock are highly concerned by the IOTC scientist’s predictions of a
possible stock collapse in the near future, which would place their livelihoods under threat. Thirty-eight key international businesses, from tuna
companies to supermarkets, are joining with WWF to call for better regulation of tuna fishing within the Indian Ocean, demanding  reductions in
catches of yellowfin tuna and the introduction of harvest control rules to prevent this happening again to this and other tuna species.

Dr Dimmlich said:

“Hopefully the delegates have the foresight to adopt these ‘rules’ for yellowfin and also for skipjack, bigeye tuna and other species the IOTC is
responsible for to avoid similar threats to the industry’s future. Member states must cooperate toward ensuring that the one thing they all have
in common, a dependence on a shared tuna resource for the livelihoods of their communities and industries, is not threatened through a
continued lack of effective fisheries management.”

Although the focus this year will undoubtedly be on the plight of yellowfin, many shark and ray species in the Indian Ocean remain subject to
unsustainable levels of fishing mortality, coupled with significant data gaps regarding catch and biological data. WWF has grave concerns with
the lack of management of sharks and rays within the IOTC region and also call on the Commission to adopt measures that improve the
conservation and management of vulnerable species like sharks, rays, sea turtles, seabirds and cetaceans, specifically, the requirement for
shark fins to be naturally attached until the first point of landing.

Note to editors:

1 From 23-27 May, delegates from over 30 IOTC member states ranging from small Indian Ocean coastal states to fishing powerhouses such
as Japan and the European Union (EU) will meet in La Reunion, France. Together, they must decide to adopt important conservation
measures for the management of their shared tuna stocks. WWF will be attending as part of our close and ongoing work with IOTC members
to safeguard the future of the tuna industry in the Indian Ocean.

For more information please contact:

Wetjens Dimmlich, Indian Ocean Tuna Program Manager, Head of WWF’s delegation wdimmlich@wwf.panda.org,  Mobile: +248 254
1116

Daniel Suddaby, WWF-Smart Fishing Initiative deputy leader, daniel.suddaby@wwf.panda.org

Follow our head of delegation, Wetjens Dimmlich, on twitter at @wetjens and our global tuna expert Daniel Suddaby
twitter: @DanielWWF_Fish
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