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Landscaping Can Impact Home Values, Appraisal Institute Says 
 

CHICAGO (May 15, 2013)  – The Appraisal Institute, the nation’s largest professional association of real 

estate appraisers, today advised homeowners to properly maintain their landscaping, which can 

significantly affect property values. 

 

“If a landscaping change is positive, it can often enhance price and reduce a home’s time on the market,” 

said Appraisal Institute President Richard L. Borges II, MAI, SRA. “But if the change is negative, it can 

lower the price and lengthen the time a home remains for sale.” 

 

Curb appeal is essential when selling a home, Borges said, noting it’s the homeowner’s opportunity to 

make a great first impression. A home with lackluster landscaping or an exterior in desperate need of a 

fresh coat of paint will likely be unappealing to prospective buyers and ultimately could affect the home’s 

potential resale value, he said. 

 

Landscaping is typically associated with lawns, trees, bushes and flowers. But other items also can be 

considered part of landscaping, such as fire pits, decks, patios, waterfalls, swimming pools and outdoor 

lighting … all of which could add to the value of the home.  

 

Borges added that homeowners should trim growth regularly, replant approximately every 5 to 10 years 

depending on growth and not “overwhelm” the house. He also advised that homeowners check out what 

their neighbors have done and keep landscaping maintenance and improvements on par with 

neighborhood norms. 

 

According to the International Association of Certified Home Inspectors, trees that are too close to 

buildings may be fire hazards. Additionally, larger tree root systems that extend underneath a house can 

cause foundation uplift and can leech water from the soil beneath foundations, causing the structures to 

settle and sink unevenly. 

 

According to a recent study conducted by Lawn & Landscape magazine, about two-thirds of homeowners 

say they’ll get less than 60 percent of their landscaping investment back when they sell the home.  

 

“Landscaping improvements could make an impact on resale value, and homeowners need to consider 

how long they’ll be in the home and whether to make short-term updates or plan for the long haul,” 

Borges said. 
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Borges said homeowners should ask themselves the following questions when it comes to the quality of 

their home’s green space: 

 Is the landscaping attractive enough to make the prospective buyer walk through the front door? 

Keep the design contemporary and in line with comparable properties in the area. 

 Could the landscaping provide cost savings? Landscaping that requires little or no water to 

maintain could be desirable depending on the geographic area. 

 Is the landscaping energy-efficient for the home overall? For example, it’s a good idea to plant 

trees in a place where they block the sun in locations with year-round hot climates. 

 Are the trees planted at a safe distance from the home and are they healthy and well maintained? 

Weak, old or damaged trees planted too close to a home or building could pose dangers to the 

home’s structure and will need to be removed. Consumers should also be sure that mulching or 

beds don’t get too close to wood around foundations to avoid wood-destroying organisms. 

 

 

Subscribe to the Appraisal Institute’s RSS feed to stay connected with the latest news from the Appraisal 

Institute, and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and our blog, Opinions of Value. 

 

The Appraisal Institute is a global professional association of real estate appraisers, with nearly 23,000 

professionals in almost 60 countries. Its mission is to advance professionalism and ethics, global 

standards, methodologies, and practices through the professional development of property economics 

worldwide. Organized in 1932, the Appraisal Institute advocates equal opportunity and nondiscrimination 

in the appraisal profession and conducts its activities in accordance with applicable federal, state and 

local laws. Individuals of the Appraisal Institute benefit from an array of professional education and 

advocacy programs, and may hold the prestigious MAI, SRPA and SRA designations. Learn more at 

www.appraisalinstitute.org. 
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