
   

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
DECEMBER 27, 2017 

Verizon, Qualcomm, and Ericsson collaborate to 

trial latest Massive MIMO advancements, on the 

path to 5G 
 
Verizon, Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and Qualcomm Technologies, Inc., a subsidiary of 
Qualcomm Incorporated extended their technology innovation leadership by completing the 
first successful FDD Massive MIMO trial with a fully compatible customer device. 

This achievement builds on the momentum from the deployment of FDD (Frequency Division 
Duplexing) Massive MIMO (Multiple Input – Multiple Output) on Verizon’s wireless network in 
Irvine, California. 

“We don’t wait for the future, we build it. And this is another great example of moving the 
industry forward,” says Nicola Palmer, Chief Network Engineer and Head of Wireless 
Networks, Verizon. “Massive MIMO is a critical component of our 4G LTE Advancements 
and will play an important role in 5G technology that will result in single digit latency and 
scalability in the billions of connections.” 

In this trial, the three companies used the latest Ericsson Massive MIMO software and 
hardware on Verizon’s network, along with a mobile test device powered by the Qualcomm® 
Snapdragon™ 845 Mobile Platform with X20 LTE using TM9 (Transmission Mode 9). TM9 is 
an enhancement for consumer devices that will make them fully compatible with Massive 
MIMO, enabling a better experience. 

Massive MIMO is a key technology component in the evolution towards 5G. It has the 
potential of greatly improving network capacity and the customer’s experience. To realize the 
gains, both the network and devices need to support new TM9 functionality which leverages 
advanced beamforming schemes between the network equipment and the mobile device. 
This will raise network spectral efficiency and customer speeds.  

Joe Glynn, vice president, business development, Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. says: “This 
milestone further demonstrates Qualcomm Technologies’ leadership and commitment to 
continually bring innovative technologies to consumers to improve their mobile experiences. 
We look forward to continuing our work with Verizon and Ericsson to push the limits of LTE 
while ushering in a world of 5G.” 

Niklas Heuveldop, Head of Market Area North America, Ericsson, says: “Advanced Antenna 
Systems and Massive MIMO are key technology enablers for 5G, and 4G LTE service 
providers and end users will also benefit from the superior capacity and network performance 
these technologies enable. The latest trial is another important step in the collaboration we 
have with Verizon and Qualcomm Technologies to further evolve 4G and prepare the 
network for 5G.” 

The Ericsson Massive MIMO portfolio is expected to be available next year, putting it well in 
line with commercial smartphones with the TM9 compatible chipset, which are expected to 
hit the markets in the first half of 2018. 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/verizon-and-ericsson-team-up-to-deploy-massive-mimo-300544258.html?tc=eml_cleartime
https://www.ericsson.com/en/networks/offerings/5g-radio-fdd
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/verizon-and-ericsson-team-up-to-deploy-massive-mimo-300544258.html?tc=eml_cleartime
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About Verizon 

Verizon Communications Inc. (NYSE, Nasdaq: VZ), headquartered in New York City, has a 

diverse workforce of 160,100 and generated nearly $126 billion in 2016 revenues. Verizon 

operates America’s most reliable wireless network and the nation’s premier all-fiber network, 

and delivers integrated solutions to businesses worldwide. Its Oath subsidiary reaches about 

one billion people around the world with a dynamic house of media and technology brands.  

VERIZON’S ONLINE MEDIA CENTER: News releases, stories, media contacts and other 

resources are available at www.verizon.com/about/news/. News releases are also available 

through an RSS feed. To subscribe, visit www.verizon.com/about/rss-feeds/. 

 

About Ericsson 

Ericsson is a world leader in communications technology and services with headquarters in 

Stockholm, Sweden. Our organization consists of more than 111,000 experts who provide 

customers in 180 countries with innovative solutions and services. Together we are building 

a more connected future where anyone and any industry is empowered to reach their full 

potential. Net sales in 2016 were SEK 222.6 billion (USD 24.5 billion). The Ericsson stock is 

listed on Nasdaq Stockholm and on NASDAQ in New York. Read more on 

www.ericsson.com. 

 

Qualcomm and Snapdragon are trademarks of Qualcomm Incorporated, registered in the 

United States and other countries. Qualcomm Snapdragon is a product of Qualcomm 

Technologies, Inc. 

chrome-extension://gbkeegbaiigmenfmjfclcdgdpimamgkj/views/qowt.html
mailto:kathy.egan@ericsson.com
tel:(858)%20845-5959
mailto:corpcomm@qualcomm.com
http://www.verizon.com/about/rss-feeds/
http://www.ericsson.com/


   

 

 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

For media kits, backgrounders and high-resolution photos, please visit 

www.ericsson.com/press 
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www.twitter.com/ericsson 

www.facebook.com/ericsson 

www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson www.youtube.com/ericsson  
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