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Ericsson CEO advocates technology-driven climate 
agenda at UN Leadership Forum on Climate Change 
 
 
Carl-Henric Svanberg, president and CEO of Ericsson (NASDAQ:ERIC), yesterday stressed the 
critical role Information and Communication Technology (ICT) plays in achieving a balanced 
and effective global climate change treaty at the annual UN Leadership Forum on Climate 
Change in New York. 
 
Addressing the UN Secretary General, heads of state and business leaders, Svanberg outlined 
contributions the ICT sector can make in creating a low-carbon 21st-century infrastructure and 
encouraged leaders to bring ICT onto the agenda for the upcoming United Nations framework 
Convention on Climate Change in Copenhagen (COP15) in December. 
 
“We owe it to future generations to leverage on technology that is available today, and failing to 
recognize this potential could jeopardize the world’s success in reducing CO2 emissions,” said 
Svanberg.  
  
While studies have shown that ICT can reduce global CO2 emissions 15 percent by 2020, Ericsson 
believes reductions could be even greater with an innovation-driven climate agenda. 
 
“World leaders are focused on an agenda that must deliver some 50 to 80 percent emission cuts by 
2050,” said Svanberg. “In order to achieve this magnitude of reductions, we must move away from 
incremental emission reductions to more transformative ones which can deliver measurable savings 
and smarter ways of doing things. ICT can increase quality of life while dramatically reducing 
emissions.” 
 
The GSMA, the body representing the worldwide mobile communications industry, also played a key 
role at the Leadership Forum on Climate Change and commended the efforts of Ericsson.  
 
“Both Ericsson and the mobile industry are committed to greater energy efficiency and together we 
can also be a low carbon catalyst for people and machines,” said Rob Conway Chief Executive 
Officer and Member of the Board of GSMA. 
 
Svanberg shared this same message with Nordic business leaders and the UN Secretary-General 
last May at the World Business Summit on Climate Change in Copenhagen. There, Svanberg 
stressed the importance of moving away from dealing with emissions after they have already 
occurred, and instead focus on moving ideas, not people, with broadband being society’s new 
highways. 
 
“Modern ICT solutions, ranging from education and information services, smart grids, e-health as well 
as intelligent transport, can give access to vital services all over the world, without sacrificing our 
environment,” said Svanberg. “Investments in ICT can also stimulate economic growth.” 
 
Through innovative solutions, mobile is able to lower emissions and drive energy efficiency in other 
sectors but it can also improve communication, health, distribution, education and other indispensable 
services in low-income areas.  
 
Svanberg concluded his remarks at the Leadership Forum urging world leaders to work together to 
find solutions that will create a carbon-lean economy.  



 
Mr. Conway concurred: “Therefore we call upon governments and the COP15 to ensure that mobile 
solutions are at the vanguard of the global fight to prevent climate change and mitigate its 
consequence, “he added.  
 
“Change will require the commitment and actions of all levels of society, governments, industry, civil 
society and individuals,” said Svanberg. “A committed global effort at COP15 is essential to secure 
both environmental sustainability and economic development, and ICT should be at the heart of this.” 
 
 
Notes to editors: 
Ericsson's standard multimedia content is available at the broadcast room at 
www.ericsson.com/broadcast_room.  
 
WWF and Ericsson cooperation projects 
A Five-Step-Plan for a low carbon urban development: 
http://alturl.com/5i2z 
 
Communication Solutions for Low Carbon Cities: 
http://alturl.com/7anf 
 
 
Ericsson is the world's leading provider of technology and services to telecom operators. Ericsson is 
the leader in 2G, 3G and 4G mobile technologies, and provides support for networks with over 
1 billion subscribers and has a leading position in managed services. The company's portfolio 
comprises of mobile and fixed network infrastructure, telecom services, software, broadband and 
multimedia solutions for operators, enterprises and the media industry. The Sony Ericsson and ST-
Ericsson joint ventures provide consumers with feature-rich personal mobile devices.   
  
Ericsson is advancing its vision of "to be the prime driver in an all-communicating world" through 
innovation, technology, and sustainable business solutions. Working in 175 countries, more than 
75,000 employees generated revenue of SEK 209 billion (USD 32.2 billion) in 2008. Founded in 1876 
with the headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden, Ericsson is listed on OMX NASDAQ, Stockholm and 
NASDAQ New York.  
 
For more information, visit: www.ericsson.com, or www.twitter.com/ericssonpress.  
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