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SOFTBANK MOBILE signs LTE 
contract with Ericsson in Japan  
 Japan’s SOFTBANK MOBILE selects Ericsson to build an LTE radio access network that 

will serve Japan’s major cities, home to more than half of the country’s population 

 Ericsson will upgrade, expand and perform systems integration of SOFTBANK MOBILE’s 
existing packet core network to Evolved Packet Core 

 This is Ericsson’s largest LTE contract in Japan, supporting the latest consumer 
electronics devices 

Video-sharing and streaming in high definition, facilitated mobility and richer multimedia 
content, enhanced security and improved latency are one of the many advantages that LTE 
users could enjoy. And soon SOFTBANK MOBILE’s subscribers will be able to share these 
advantages, thanks to a new LTE network contract signed by SOFTBANK MOBILE with 
Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC). The Ericsson network will cover Japan’s major cities – Tokyo, 
Osaka and Nagoya – which together account for 70 percent of the country’s total data and 
voice traffic. SOFTBANK MOBILE is currently Japan’s third-largest mobile operator, with 
more than 29 million subscribers. 

Ericsson will upgrade SOFTBANK MOBILE’s packet core network, including systems 
integration and deployment of an Evolved Packet Core (EPC) solution, and build a new LTE 
radio access network using RBS 6000 multi-standard base stations. This will allow 
SOFTBANK MOBILE users to experience the best possible networks in one of the world’s 
most densely populated areas such as Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya. 

Junichi Miyakawa, Executive Vice President, Director and CTO of SOFTBANK MOBILE 
Corp., says: “To fulfill our customers’ expectations, we continue to improve our networks. 
With LTE, customers get increased speed and decreased latency, while they will enjoy a 
wide range of new services and applications. With Ericsson’s support, we will be able to offer 
our customers high quality LTE services.”  

Jan Signell, President of Ericsson Japan, says: “During 2012, many new smartphones, 
notebooks and tablets with LTE capabilities will be launched in Japan. This will lead to a 
strong increase in consumer demand for higher data speeds and throughput – a demand that 
SOFTBANK MOBILE will be able to meet thanks to the state-of-the-art LTE network that we 
will rapidly deploy. 

“I am especially proud that SOFTBANK MOBILE has selected Ericsson to build this LTE 
network in its most dense service areas, where the consumers are most demanding.” 
 
Ericsson has signed 45 LTE/EPC contracts in 23 countries on five continents. The global 
LTE population coverage is 325 million, of which 215 million are covered by Ericsson 
networks. 
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LTE, the next generation of mobile communication technology, enables the fast transfer of 
huge amounts of data in an efficient and cost-effective way, optimizing the use of the 
frequency spectrum. With increased speed and decreased latency, consumers can enjoy a 
wide range of applications – such as lag-free web browsing, online gaming, social media and 
video conferencing – effortlessly, while on the move. LTE will meet the demands of new and 
enhanced mobile internet applications of the future. 

Ericsson continues to drive open standards and has had the greatest influence on the LTE 
specifications released to date. Ericsson expects to hold 25 percent of all essential patents 
related to LTE, which will make it the standard’s largest single patent holder. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

SOFTBANK MOBILE press release:  
 
Allocation of 900 MHz “Platinum Band”: 
http://www.softbankmobile.co.jp/en/news/press/2012/20120301_01/ 

Ericsson press release:  
 
Japan’s SOFTBANK MOBILE chooses Ericsson mobile broadband solution: 
http://www.ericsson.com/news/1435020 
SOFTBANK MOBILE deploys 900MHz Evolved HSPA network: 
http://www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/releases/2012/03/1596253 
 

Our multimedia content is available at the broadcast room: 
www.ericsson.com/broadcast_room  

Ericsson is the world’s leading provider of communications technology and services. We are 
enabling the Networked Society with efficient real-time solutions that allow us all to study, 
work and live our lives more freely, in sustainable societies around the world. 

Our offering comprises services, software and infrastructure within Information and 
Communications Technology for telecom operators and other industries. Today more than 40 
percent of the world's mobile traffic goes through Ericsson networks and we support 
customers’ networks servicing more than 2 billion subscribers.  

We operate in 180 countries and employ more than 100,000 people. Founded in 1876, 
Ericsson is headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden. In 2011 the company had revenues of 
SEK 226,9 billion (USD 35.0 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX, Stockholm and 
NASDAQ, New York stock exchanges. 

www.ericsson.com 
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/technologyforgood 
www.youtube.com/ericssonpress  
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Public & Media Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
E-mail: media.relations@ericsson.com  

Ericsson Investor Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 
E-post: investor.relations@ericsson.com  

 


