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Smile Communications launches 
4G/LTE network in Lagos, Nigeria 
 Smile Communications has commercially launched a 4G/LTE network in West 

Africa in Lagos, Nigeria.   

 Users will enjoy an improved smartphone experience, with faster web browsing 
and downloads, and better network performance. 

 Ericsson is the primary vendor for the LTE network based on the multi-standard 
RBS 6000 family of base stations and AIR Antennas, MINI-LINK microwave 
transmission, as well as the Evolved Packet Core. 

Smile Communications has announced the launch of a 4G/LTE network on 800 MHz 
spectrum in Ibadan and Lagos, both in Nigeria. In Ibadan, commercial services were 
launched in February 2013, making Smile Communications the first to launch this LTE 
technology in West Africa. In Lagos commercial services were launched on February 19, 
2014, offering an improved mobile broadband experience based on LTE technologies to 
subscribers. More locations across the country will follow soon.  

Ericsson (NASDAQ:ERIC) is the primary vendor for the LTE radio network, leveraging the 
multi-standard RBS 6000 family of base stations and the compact and fully integrated AIR 
(Antenna Integrated Radio) Antennas, deployed in West Africa for the first time. Ericsson is 
also providing a complete Evolved Packet Core network including Evolved Packet Gateway 
and Mobility Management Entity. 

Tom Allen, Smile Group Chief Operating Officer says: “At Smile Communications, we seek 
to deliver affordable, high-quality and easy-to-use broadband internet access and 
communications services to our customers and in Nigeria, Ericsson is helping us do this. 
With successful commercial operations since 2013, we are very excited to formally 
announce today the commencement of our services and the beginning of a cross-country 
roll-out. We are starting in Lagos and will lay our footprints in other major cities across the 
country shortly.  

Smile Communications and Ericsson have a 3-year network deployment agreement to 
develop over 1,100 LTE sites across the country. Under the terms of this agreement, 
Ericsson is responsible for the project management, system integration, interoperability 
testing, network design and implementation. 

Magnus Mchunguzi, Vice President, Ericsson sub-Saharan Africa says: “With mobile data 
traffic estimated to grow 17 times by 2019 and Nigeria currently holding the highest number 
of mobile subscriptions in sub-Saharan Africa, superior network performance is imperative. 
As a global HSPA and LTE leader, we are committed to partnering with Smile 
Communications in meeting this growing demand for enriched broadband experience.” 

Ericsson is the market leader in LTE. Today, 50 percent of the world's LTE smartphone 
traffic is served by Ericsson networks, which is more than double the traffic of the closest 
competitor. Present in all high-traffic LTE markets including the US, Japan, South Korea, 
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Australia and Canada, Ericsson has been selected by the top 10 LTE operators, as ranked 
by LTE subscriptions worldwide.   

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 

Ericsson is a world-leading provider of communications technology and services. We are 
enabling the Networked Society with efficient real-time solutions that allow us all to study, 
work and live our lives more freely, in sustainable societies around the world. 

Our offering comprises services, software and infrastructure within Information and 
Communications Technology for telecom operators and other industries. Today 40 percent 
of the world's mobile traffic goes through Ericsson networks and we support customers’ 
networks servicing more than 2.5 billion subscribers.  

We are more than 110,000 people working with customers in more than 180 countries. 
Founded in 1876, Ericsson is headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden. In 2013 the company’s 
net sales were SEK 227.4 billion (USD 34.9 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX, 
Stockholm and NASDAQ, New York stock exchanges. 

www.ericsson.com   
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  
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