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UN Foundation Board names 

Ericsson President and CEO Hans 

Vestberg as new member 
 Hans Vestberg recognized for his business leadership and personal commitment to 

sustainable development    

 Under Vestberg’s leadership Ericsson has reinforced its role as the leading advocate of 

Technology for Good  

 As a leading Information and Communications Technology (ICT) company, Ericsson aims 

to ensure that connectivity becomes a key enabler of the Sustainable Development Goals 

 With this appointment, the UN Foundation embraces the value that Vestberg brings to the 

Board as with his global business acumen, as well as insights in how ICT will be a 

catalyst of transformative change 

The United Nations Foundation Board of Directors today welcomed a new member to the 

Board – Swedish businessman Hans Vestberg, President and CEO of Ericsson 

(NASDAQ:ERIC). In making the announcement, the Board recognized that Vestberg has 

demonstrated a deep personal commitment to fighting extreme poverty on a global scale, 

and that under his leadership Ericsson has supported important global development and 

social change initiatives.  

“The UN Foundation will benefit from Hans’ perspective as a leader in global business who 

uses his position to help people,” said Foundation Founder and Board Chair, Ted Turner. 

“Hans recognizes the amazing opportunities we have to connect people around the globe to 

support the work of the United Nations, and to use connectivity to create a better world for 

everyone.”  

Vestberg, who joined Ericsson in 1988, has had significant international experience, 

including Ericsson positions in Brazil, China, Mexico, and the United States. Prior to 

becoming CEO, he served as Ericsson’s Chief Financial Officer. Under his direction, 

Ericsson has become the main driver toward the Networked Society, where connectivity is 

the fuel of progress. 

Vestberg’s leadership extends beyond his capacity at Ericsson. He is a leading voice on the 

global stage in support of effective international development goals. He has spoken out as an 

advocate of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and for the potential of mobile 

technologies and broadband to tackle some of the world’s most compelling challenges, such 

as poverty, health, education and climate change. He is a founding member of the 



 

PRESS RELEASE 
JUNE 12, 2015 

 

 

Broadband Commission for Digital Development, established by the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU) and UNESCO, where he currently chairs the task group on 

the post-2015 development agenda and previously chaired the climate change working 

group. Vestberg is also a member of the Leadership Council of the United Nation’s 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network. 

“Joining the United Nations Foundation’s Board of Directors gives me a unique opportunity to 

help lead an organization that connects thousands of partners to support the work of the 

United Nations to improve health, increase prosperity, empower girls and women, and 

address climate change,” said Vestberg. “There has never been a more important time to 

come together to address these challenges, and I look forward to working alongside my 

fellow Board members and with UN partners to drive sustainable development.” 

The UN Foundation’s Board of Directors includes some of the most influential leaders of our 

time, whose pioneering work supports the UN’s vision of a peaceful, prosperous and just 

world. 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 

Photos of Hans Vestberg: www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/photolibrary/management  

 

http://www.ericsson.com/press
http://www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/photolibrary/management
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About the United Nations Foundation  

The United Nations Foundation builds public-private partnerships to address the world’s most 

pressing problems, and broadens support for the United Nations through advocacy and 

public outreach. Through innovative campaigns and initiatives, the Foundation connects 

people, ideas, and resources to help the UN solve global problems. The Foundation was 

created in 1998 as a U.S. public charity by entrepreneur and philanthropist Ted Turner and 

now is supported by global corporations, foundations, governments, and individuals. Learn 

more at: www.unfoundation.org.  

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014 
were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com 
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  

Technology for Good social media channels: 

www.twitter.com/ericssonsustain  
www.facebook.com/technologyforgood  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Communications  
Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
E-mail: media.relations@ericsson.com  

Ericsson Investor Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 
E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  
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