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Ericsson collaborates with 
Softbank on 5G trials in Tokyo  
• Ericsson conducts 5G field trials in Tokyo with SoftBank 

• Joint 5G field trials will demonstrate ultra-high data rates and ultra-low latency using 
various frequency bands 

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) is extending its long-term partnership with SoftBank Corp., one 
of Japan’s leading mobile operators, by adding joint field trials of 5G technology in Tokyo. 
The two companies will cooperate in developing a common understanding of 5G use cases 
and deployment scenarios, and will evaluate the performance of potential 5G key 
technology components in joint field trials as well as to collaborate on 5G research projects. 

The joint field trial will demonstrate ultra-high bit rates and ultra-low latency with the 
Ericsson 5G trial system by using a number of frequency bands. 
 
5G will evolve the entire future communication eco-system, from devices to mobile access, 
IP core and into the cloud. Ericsson's latest 5G test network initiatives focus on the 
interactions between mobile devices and the radio access network, in both indoor and 
outdoor scenarios.  
 
Hideyuki Tsukuda, Senior Vice President, Head of Mobile Network Unit at SoftBank Corp, 
says: "As SoftBank focuses on continuous improvement of the network to the benefit of our 
customers, we are interested in the 5G evolution and new MTC (Machine-type-
communication) applications. We look forward to working with our partner to show the 
potential of 5G technologies via this joint trial activity.” 
 
Yossi Cohen, President and Representative Director of Ericsson Japan, says: "As the 
industries are undergoing rapid transformation, 5G will be an integral component of this 
movement toward the Networked Society. I'm excited about the new technologies that we 
are exploring in the joint trial collaboration with SoftBank. With this new collaboration we will 
continue to strengthen our partnership with them." 

Ericsson has developed advanced antenna technologies with wider bandwidths, higher 
frequencies and shorter transmission time intervals, as well as radio base stations built with 
baseband units and radio units developed specifically for the 5G trials and already 
succeeded in achieving bitrates of over 5 Gbps in live, over-the-air demonstrations of the 
company's pre-standard 5G network technology. 

Ericsson is leading and driving the 5G standards work from today's exploratory research 
through pre-standardization activities along with influential standards bodies and industry 
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groups, and will be one of the key players in helping to define this next generation of 
network technology all the way through to commercialization. Ericsson has established a 
new research lab to foster collaboration on 5G transport. Industry research is still ongoing 
and commercial 5G deployments are not expected until closer to 2020. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Ericsson 5G Media Kit: www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/mediakits/5g  

Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 
Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud 
– are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014 
were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 
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